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Minutes of the Graduate School Advisory 

Council General Assembly Meeting 

FEB. 22, 2019. 

                                                                       Venue: Effingham Room, M.L.K Union Building. 

 

Amber Webb, President of the Graduate School Advisory Council, convened the meeting at 

12:05 p.m. 

Attendees: Twenty-One 

Excused: Five 

A. Welcome, Introduction, and Program Update  

The meeting began at 12:05 pm with an introduction of which each member was to 

mention his or her name, a program of study, favorite music, and department’s updates.  

I. Program Update 

i. Family and Consumer Sciences 

1. Dorah Tandoh, representative of the Family and Consumer 

Sciences program announced the program “Family and 

Consumer Sciences” has been changed to Department of 

Human Services and Community Leadership.  

2. She further indicated as from Fall 2019, the program Family 

and Consumer Sciences will no longer be available but we 

will have the program Human Services Administration which 

is the Master of Science. 

ii. School of Information Sciences 

No Report 

iii. MBA 

No Report 

 

iv. School of Technology 

1.  Dissanayake Geethmi indicated people from their 

department are preparing for competitions in the department 

and she will have more to share about the competition in the 

next meeting. 

v. Curriculum and Instruction 

1.No Report 

vi. Special Education 

1. Howell Jessica indicated the department is organizing an 

interview session on Monday and Wednesday for new 

professors.  

2. She also indicated they have a special event coming off at 

E.I.U on Friday, April 26.  
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       vii.  Psychology 

1. Icenogle Emily announced to the house they had an 

Urban hospitality day some weeks ago which was 

successful. 

 

                                           viii.  Student Government 

1. Matusiak Alicia announced besides student government 

election which is to be held this semester, there are no 

other updates. 

       ix. College of Student Affairs 

1. No Report 

x. MSND 

1. No Report  

          xi. Black Graduate Students Association 

                                               No Report 

                                           xii. Biological Sciences 

1. Stehl Taylor indicated they organized a successful 

program which students came to visit the department. 

He added last year they had 60students who came to 

visit the department but this year they had over 270 

students visiting the department. 

  

        xiii. Chemistry 

1. No Report 

                                            xiv. CUPB & Parking Advisory Committee 

1. No Report 

         xv. Sustainable Energy 

1. Grace informed the house the Illinois College 

Academy of Science is organizing an upcoming 

conference with free registration for people. She 

added the college of Sciences embrace such 

conferences and recommends for all interested 

persons. 
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                                            xvi. Cybersecurity  

1. No Report 

xvii. Clinical Counselling Department 

1. The department is Preparing for an internship, to 

interview incoming students. Moreover, their 

conference began yesterday and is continuing today. 

 

B. Executive Report 

a. President, Amber Webb - ajwebb2@eiu.edu 

i. EIU Cares announcement, March 22nd-  Amber announced there will be an update 

which is to be sent to people and departments.  

ii. She advised the deadline to order graduation gown is March 25 and all and sundry who 

want to order must do so on time.  

iii. Amber further added members should make use of the email which was sent by Josey 

which contains important information on scholarships and research awards.  

iv. She also announced to the house the Library Research Fair is to be organized in 

March and members will be updated when the time is close.  

b. Vice President of Administrative Activities, Godwin Gyimah – ggyimah@eiu.edu 

i. Godwin informed the house Booth Library Research and Creativity Awards will end on 

March 22 and members should take advantage of it.  

ii. He further informed the house the history department had a successful careers day 

yesterday.  

c. Vice President of Recruitment and Retention, Josey Fioretto – jmfioreto@eiu.edu 

i. No Report.  

ii. She advised members to try and attend all meetings since they are important and 

information for both the departments and individuals. She further added that in case 

someone misses a meeting, the person can make use of the minutes of the meeting to 

update him or herself.  

d. Vice President of Public Relations, Sara English – senglish@eiu.edu 

i. Sara announced today is the last of the GSAC Scholarships and she has shared it on the 

page for those who follow the Graduate School on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram to 

have access. 

mailto:senglish@eiu.edu
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ii. Historia – She further added the Journal for Historia submission deadline was today 

and if any member is interested, the person can send his or her paper by the close of day.  

e. Vice President of Programming, Adaeze Akubueze – awakubueze@eiu.edu 

i. Adaeze Akubueze indicated the council is planning to organize a career key night 

which the house was be informed when the date and time are slated.  

f. Graduate Student Advisor, Barbara White 

i. No report 

 

g. Graduate Faculty Advisor, Dr. Timm – dtimm@eiu.edu 

i. No report 

 

h. Faculty Advisor, Lori Henderson – lahenderson@eiu.edu 

i. Lori Henderson, Faculty Advisor, announced scholarships deadline is today, February 

22. 

 

ii. She further announced photographs for publication was to end on March 4 and they 

want everybody who had the Williams Travel Grant award to be published.  

iii. Distinguish Student Award- Lori further indicated the Distinguish Student Award is 

nominated by the graduate coordinator to represent the program at the Graduate Expo. 

She also added although the deadline is over, coordinators are still sending their 

awardees.  

 

C. Speaker Notes: At 12:30 p.m., President, Amber Webb introduced Bobby, a Career 

Service Personnel to take the house through some career tips. The speaker ended her 

message at 12:57 p.m.  

Summary of Keynotes 

Bobby informed the house the content of a resume depends on the organization and 

the space provided. Besides, she indicated the color to use may as well depend on the 

industry. But for most of the industries, the focus is on the content. She added it is always 

the best to think about the audience and their colors. An industry like accounting cares 

about C.G.P.A.  whiles industries like Broadcasting does not care much as posited by 

Bobby. She said if indeed an individual has a great C.G.P.A., the person might want to add 

to the resume. According to Bobby, LinkedIn is the best place to summarize your resume. 

It helps the person to know more about your personality. She added that the purpose of an 

interview is that all employers know the individual can do the work but what does the 
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person brings to the table is an extra step to explore. She mentioned she usually used active 

verbs on her resume which make people know what she brings to the table. She continued 

unless the individual knows you, presenting only the resume says little. 

 

D. Old Business 

 

i. Lori Henderson, Faculty Advisor, announced scholarships are on the website so members 

should go there and apply. she further indicated the team is having some challenges with 

the application processing so in case an individual is facing a challenge, he or she should 

let her know. She added that the committee will be working on the scholarships from next 

week and will contact individuals in case there are pieces of their documents missing. She 

assured the house they will make sure every application gets through so the committee can 

review it.  

 

ii. Williams Travel Grant and Research Awards- Lori added the deadlines are over and the 

applications were to be given to the committee for review and update. She asked, “ I hope 

by now those who had the Williams Travel and Grant Award have all received their 

money?” Some members indicated they have received their grants while others indicated 

they have not yet received theirs. 

 

E. The meeting was adjourned at 12:58 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Godwin Gyimah 

Vice President- Administrative Activities 

 


