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Research Opportunities [image: play video]

Jennifer Cannon explores organ donation trends among minorities. 
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	Jumpstart your Degree: 

MS in Human Services

  Accelerated    Graduate Degree











The MS in Human Services  is an applied graduate program that focuses on teaching, experiential learning, research, and theoretical application to improve our diverse, global society. 


Our Mission

					The Department of Human Services prepares students to empower individuals across the lifespan, strengthen families, promote community prosperity, and advocate for intersectional social justice in our globally diverse society through high-impact experiential learning and innovative research and scholarship.
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Why Choose EIU for Human Services 


	Research Opportunities
	Professional Development
	Program Flexibility
	Student Support





	
	
	


	
Graduate Capstone

Graduate Alumni Jennifer Cannon used her capstone experience to explore organ donation in the African American community.


		 	
	



	
	
	

Faculty Mentors Engage With Students

Students both on and off-campus present their research/creative activity at professional conferences, participate in service learning, and serve as leaders on campus and in their communities.
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Choose your Path

The program is available in a traditional face-to-face format, completely online, or as a hybrid. Students have the flexibility to decide which format best meets their needs. The online degree program is a good fit for working professionals. Course content is immediately applicable to a classroom or human services agency, and faculty make online degree candidates feel part of a cohesive group, facilitating meaningful engagement.
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University Programs Support Students


	
	Student success is important at EIU. The university offers multiple programs that support
students both inside and outside of the classroom. Click here for some resources available to students.
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					   	 			"
 The Human Services program has helped me grow professionally. Through the program's many courses and internship opportunities, I was able to gain professional experience. They have a fantastic link with the local human services organizations, which is important for acquiring professional experience, and that is one amazing thing I appreciated about this program.



										My success at EIU is largely due to the Human Services faculty. The faculty genuinely cares about the success of the students and is always willing to assist in any way they can. The Human Services program offers an Accelerated Program which gives students the opportunity to start their graduate degree while finishing their undergraduate degree. The Accelerated Program allowed me to save money as well as finish my master’s degree quicker. At EIU, I received a bachelor’s degree in human services. I am currently in the human services master’s degree program, as well as a graduate assistant for the Human Services program. I am so thankful for the opportunities and experiences I was given because of the Human Services program."

					   	 			Bailey Schumacher
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					   	 			"My experience in the Department of Human Services has been nothing but positive. The faculty and staff are incredibly supportive and have provided me with opportunities not just to further my knowledge base, but also my skill set. I have been encouraged to further my professional development skills by participating in student recruitment events, completing grant research, and joining student organizations, including the Human Services Ambassador Program.



I have also collaborated with various professors and showcased my research at a number of on-campus events and professional conferences. My experience with this department first began with my undergraduate degree in Family and Consumer Sciences back in 2003 and in the Fall of 2020, I re-enrolled at EIU for my first graduate program in Aging Studies. My experience was so positive that I chose to stay another year and get a second master’s degree in Human Services. I am confident that no matter what career path I choose to walk down, I will be successful with the knowledge, skills, and abilities I have gained in this department.” 

					   	 			Jayme Redmon
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					   	 			"As a growing scholar interested in building a career for myself in academia, pursuing my masters in the Human Services program refined my research interests and skills in conducting academic research. The majority of the courses I took aligned with my research professional specialization, and intellectual interests while equipping me with interdisciplinary, theoretical, and methodological foundations which were useful in the development of my independent studies. 



Additionally, the research methods class I took provided me with guidance and tools in identifying suitable research questions, carrying out research, writing a literature review, planning, and writing skills and conventions. And lastly, the accessibility and support of the lecturers in the department paved the way for me to win a research grant towards my independent studies, present in conferences and graduate research seminars, fundraise for CCAR and participate in student-centered organizations such as the EIU graduates students Advisory council which all polished my presentation, public speaking, negotiations skills and social networking with students from different departments on campus.”

					   	 			Ruby Amanda Oboro-Offerie
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Contact Information

			Dr. Kathleen O'Rourke
MS in Human Services, Graduate Coordinator
 
Dept. of Human Services
Eastern Illinois University
 600 Lincoln Ave.
 Charleston, IL 61920-3099
217-581-6076
kaorourke@eiu.edu
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