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Staff Senate Minutes January 12, 2011
Senators Present:  Suzann Bennett, Amanda Bos, Angie Campbell, Brad Green, Rick James,   Tina Jenkins, Cay Kolling, Matt Pederson, Antoine Thomas    
Senators Absent:  Maria Barrientos, Zoraida Irizarry, Sandy Bingham-Porter, Greg Boyd,         Phil Lang, Linda Strange, Anita Thomas  
Guests:  William Weber, V. P. Business Affairs and Chuck Phillips, Director, Human Resources  
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Green at 1:19 p.m.  
Old Business:
1.  President Green made two (2) changes to the December minutes.  

A.  In the last paragraph under New Business, the word “Committee” was changed to “Senators” and the phrase “or send them to a committee member” was added.


B.  The time of adjournment was changed from 3:40 p.m. to 2:40 p.m.  
Angie Campbell moved to approve the minutes as corrected.  Amanda Bos seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of approving the corrected minutes of December 8, 2010.
2.  Constitution and By-Laws Ad Hoc Committee -
The Committee presented their proposal to the Senate.  The proposal suggests: 


A.  Each category remain as indicated by the Constitution


B.  If a position is vacant; it should remain vacant until it can be filled appropriately
C.  Change representative from Pres. of Council of University Administrators to A/P employee

D.  Add Vice President of Civil Service Council or their appointee


E.  Negotiated trades representative end term at April elections then be filled by a person from non-negotiated trades area


F.  Contract Appointment area be contacted to forward a name of possible representative


G. 981 Senator improperly elected be contacted to end term in April and 981 eligible staff person be contacted to fill remainder of term 

Other items proposed for consideration:  

- A representative from the “Handicapped” category


- Change location of meeting room to more accessible location (i.e. MLK Union)  


- Placing notice of open meetings in DEN or campus newsletter

- What to do when a Senator misses several meetings in a row

Senators discussed possible remedies to the current misrepresentation on the Staff Senate.  Several ideas were brought forward about changing the make-up of the group.  Some Senators suggested the Senate be broken down along lines between the negotiated and non-negotiated areas or by different bargaining group representation.  Another suggestion was having senators elected in proportion to the population of the group they represented, similar to our state and federal representatives.  The Contract Appointment group has had no representation on Staff Senate for an undetermined amount of time.  These people work off campus in locations across Illinois making it difficult to attend meetings.  The make-up of this group and how they should be represented was discussed.  Senators also discussed whether to add another representative from the non-negotiated area.  Chuck Phillips suggested we should try to determine the history or intent of the original Senate make-up by asking staff people who were involved at that time.  It was decided to get a more accurate count of people in each category from Planning/Institutional Studies or Human Resources to help answer some questions about population representation.  

Other concerns mentioned were term limits of Senators, electronic voting, and quorum numbers. 
Since no consensus could be reached, President Green offered to hold a special meeting if needed to further discuss the Constitution changes.  
New Business:
1.  President Green added a new point of discussion under New Business called “Questions to the President”.  He welcomed ideas, comments or suggestions the Executive Committee could take forward to the President.  No questions, comments, or concerns were put forth by the Senate.
2.  Retention Schedule – Cathy Kimball, Facilities Planning/Mgt, called Brad to request information in order for her to include all Staff Senate records into the official University Records.  Brad is working on getting that information to her.  He has posted all of the archival Staff Senate minutes on the web site and it should be up to date.
3.  Antoine Thomas and Angie Campbell reported that the ITS Search Committee has narrowed down its search to reference checks and stated they have some good candidates for the position. 
4.  Chuck Phillips informed the Senate that he would be retiring from Eastern at the end of February 2011 after 14 years of service.  Chuck said he has enjoyed working at EIU and that it was a “wonderful place to work”.

5. Vice President Weber said he will call for names for the “Interim” Human Resources Director position and will conduct a search in the fall.
Committee Reports:  There were no committee reports.

Adjournment:  Matt Pederson made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Angie Campbell seconded the motion.  Meeting adjourned at 2:17 p.m. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Suzann Bennett, Recorder
Next meeting:  February 9, 2011 at 1:15 p.m. in the Schahrer Room.  

