The Integrative Experience of a Career and Technical Education Major in the School of Technology
The EIU Experience


Integrative Elements

Student Center of Academic and Professional Advisement

The program’s academic advisor provides appreciative advisement, which includes discussion of career goals and personal aspirations while recommending courses.  Students also learn to make themselves more marketable by exploring electives that qualify them for middle level endorsement, cooperative education coordination certification, and other possibilities.
Core Classes

Core classes appear throughout the program of study, and as a group, they serve to expose  students to the other emphasis areas.  Career and Technical Education (CTE) at Eastern is made up of three emphasis areas—business education, family and consumer sciences education, and technology education.  Core classes are taken by students in all three emphasis areas and provide students with an opportunity to explore the similarities between the content areas and related professional teaching standards.  The first course, CTE 2000, is taken at the sophomore level and allows students to investigate if teaching is the best career choice while also learning about the career development process--the first professional teaching standard.  Students participate in their first observations in the schools and develop a foundation of the educational field from the teacher’s perspective.  The second class, CTE 3100, is a lecture/lab class allowing students to learn and further develop 
uses of instructional technology.  CTE 3400 is taken the semester prior to student teaching and covers general methods of teaching CTE and teaching reading in the content area (the third professional teaching standard) while the accompanying seminars (CTE 3401, 3402, 3403, 3404) focus on specific content methods.  Each level provides students with opportunities to further develop their knowledge and skills through research, practice, and observations.  
General Education
General education courses are chosen to coincide with students’ career and life goals and to meet teacher certification requirements.
Student Life

Students are encouraged to participate in the many student organizations related to their emphasis area such as FCCLA, Student Association for Family and Consumer Sciences, Pi Omega Pi (if eligible), Phi Beta Lambda, TAGA, Society of Manufacturing Engineers, NAIT, Epsilon Pi Tau (if eligible), Construction Club, TECA, and ITEA to enhance leadership and networking skills.  Students are also required to participate in at least two professional development activities related to teaching and/or their content area so they have a better understanding of what teachers are expected to do in order to renew their teaching certificate.  This often requires them to join a professional organization.  Students are also required to work with youth ages 11 to 18 in order to help insure that they have made the right career choice. Participation in these activities helps to expand student knowledge of their career field through 
such activities as guest speakers, service learning activities, conference participation, site visits, 
competitive events, informational programs, and resume and interviewing workshops.
Major/Minor

Collaborative learning and realistic world experience builds on disciplinary expertise but also connects back to general education requirements.

Hands-on Learning

Realistic learning experiences such as teaching lessons to their peers, teaching with classroom disruptions, and utilizing the instructional technology available in the classrooms results in students enhancing skills, knowledge, and experiences through practical activities.   In addition, students learn a variety of methods from instructors they can put into practice.
Laboratory/Simulation Experience
Hands-on experiences in clinical experiences such as observations, practicum, and student teaching allows for practical application of skills and knowledge.

Research/Creative Activity

At a minimum, students conduct ethnographic research in CTE 2000 and complete research papers in CTE 3400.  They are also exposed to research studies and presentations, which allow for application and integration of educational concepts and theories.
Internships/Service-learning

Students complete a semester of student teaching.  In CTE 3400 they complete a service-
Study Abroad

learning project as part of a group project with others in their emphasis area.

Study Abroad opportunities are available; students can even complete student teaching abroad through the COST program.  Students are made aware of the variety of Study Abroad options available.  Students are encouraged to bring personal, social, cultural, and professional experiences to their lessons so their future students will be able to better relate to lessons being provided.  Diversity is stressed as a factor that impacts the successfulness of a lesson in a variety of ways.

