Eastern Integrative Experience

Department of Early Childhood, Elementary, & Middle Level Education
	The EIU Experience
	Integrative Elements

	Eastern Reads
	Enhance critical reading skills; participate in discussion

Interact with other students, faculty, staff

Follow-up assignment wherein the student reflects on her own reading preferences, strengths, abilities

	Appreciative Advising
	Academic advisors include discussion of student’s career goals and personal aspirations while discussing course options

	General Education
	General education courses that coincide with career and life goals or areas of interest. Student is given the opportunity to connect general education courses with professions focused on service. 

	Required Courses Outside the Major
	Courses in psychology, science, social science, math, english and special education help a student understand how this profession is built on many areas and diverse backgrounds. The student also experiences the collaborative aspect of elementary education with other professions. 

	Student Life
	Seven professional student organizations engage in philanthropic, community service and fund-raising activities. Students are also encouraged to participate in regional, state, and national professional activities, such as attending professional conventions and seminars.

	Major Curricula
	 Courses build the knowledge and skills for disciplinary expertise. Assignments include critical thinking, application projects, and problem solving to develop an understanding and appreciation of the role of an early childhood elementary teacher in diverse settings with a multicultural emphasis. Speaking and writing are carefully integrated throughout the curriculum to develop an ethical and professional demeanor. Technology and research are emphasized throughout the curriculum to encourage independence, enhance learning activities, and provide cutting edge preparation of students.  

	Clinical Practicum/ Field Experience 
	Observation, shadowing, and hands-on experiences working with individuals at various grade level and/or agency settings are provided. Practicum/ Field Experiences are mentored closely by faculty to allow application of academic content, guided by evidence-based research, in the practicum setting. Speaking and writing are integrated into practicum/field experiences. Collaboration is encouraged. 

	Academic Co-Curricular Experiences
After-School Tutoring 

	Students are encouraged to expand their professional preparation through involvement in community projects, such as America Reads Scholastic Bowl, chaperone dances, math energy, and participating in Special Olympics. 

	Study Abroad
	Departmental Study Abroad opportunities are encouraged (Bahamas & Toronto). There is also the option to complete student teaching in another country (COST). 


