The Integrative Experience of a Family and Consumer Sciences major in Family Services

The EIU



Integrative Elements

Experience
Appreciative Advising

Academic advisor includes discussion of student’s





career goals and personal aspirations when





recommending courses and area of emphasis.

Core Classes



The Integrative Core of FCS 1000, 2000, 3000, and  





4000 enhances critical thinking skills, provides                                                                              





opportunities for students to reflect upon                 

connections among courses, encourages students to review and apply skills from lower level courses                                                                                                                    to upper level courses, encourages students to make connections among courses using concepts and theories that apply to multiple courses. The culminating experience of a portfolio provides opportunity for student reflection of the core courses, individually and collectively.
General Education
Gen Ed courses selected for interconnectedness     with individual and family development (e.g. psychology and sociology).   Gen Ed courses chosen for broader context in relation to student career and life goals.
Student Life
Students encouraged to actively participate in SAFCS, and Kappa Omicron Nu (if eligible) to enhance leadership skills and professional development.
Major/Minor
The family and individual development perspective within disciplinary expertise connects to and complements multiple disciplines and also 


connects back to the social sciences general education requirement.

Laboratory experience
Hands-on experiences in a lab such as the Infant/Child Development Laboratory, Foods Lab, and the Print and Textiles Lab allows for practical and integrative application of knowledge. 

Research/Creative Activity
Exposure to research studies and methods including the development of research poster presentations related to family and life cycle/span issues allows for application and integration of concepts and theories.
Internships/Service-learning
Students apply both academic learning and integrative aspects of the discipline to outside-the-class experiences.
Study Abroad
Encourages students to experience in other settings the application of and reflection on professional and personal goals.  Enables students to recognize the socio-cultural interconnectedness of their program of study.

