Integrative Education in Geology/Geography

Students become informed and empowered learners in the classroom and laboratory by:

· Studying state-of-the-art techniques and methods used in Geology (e.g., Remote Sensing, field methods, X-ray diffraction) and Geography (e.g., Geographic Information Sciences, Remote Sensing, Biogeography) using modern software and tools in the field, class, and laboratory.

· Students are expected to take a variety of courses outside their major in order to prepare them for a job in their chosen discipline or graduate school.  Many of these courses are in other natural and physical sciences.

· Students prepare portfolios during their careers in the programs in order to reflect on their progress as well as for preparation for interviews.

Students become empowered and responsible learners outside the formal classroom, lab and

student context through their participation in:

· Gamma Theta Upsilon (GTU) – the International Honors Society for Geographers, open to any student who has completed a minimum of 3 geography courses, have a GPA of at least 3.3 overall and in geography, and shall have completed at least 3 semesters of college course work.
· Sigma Gamma Epsilon (SGE) – the National Honors Society for Earth Science, open to any person in any branch of the Earth Sciences who has completed at least 10 semester hours in Earth Science courses and has maintained a minimum 3.0 G.P.A. in all Earth Science courses together with an overall G.P.A. of 2.67.
· GeoScience Club – a cross-disciplinary club with members who are interested in the geosciences.

· Geology in the Schools Outreach Program – open to all students having taken ESC/GEL 1400, Introduction to Earth Science, and who have an interest in serving the local K-12 school districts by offering instructional and demonstration presentations on the Earth Sciences.

· Internships – students in all majors within the department may take Internship in Geology or Internship in Geography in order to receive training and experiences in the real world, academic credit, and get paid for their experiences.  Since it’s inception, the Internship Program in the department has had over 275 students participate, receiving over 900 credit hours of academic credit, and over $600,000 in salaries.

· Geology/Geography students have participated in over 80 Independent Research and Independent Study courses in the last 1.5 years.  Over 15 have resulted in students presenting their research at regional and national professional conferences.

· The department has offered Study Abroad opportunities to Ireland and Scotland, Germany, Poland, Czech Republic and Austria, and Ecuador for the last 8 years during which time over 100 students have participated.

