The Eastern Integrative Experience – History Major with Social Science Teacher Certification
	The major is intrinsically integrative
	The History Major with Social Science Teacher Certification requires courses from six disciplines in three colleges:  Economics, Geography, Political Science, Sociology/Anthropology, and Psychology from the College of Sciences;  History from the College of Arts and Humanities; and Education courses from the College of Education and Professional Studies. Moreover, Illinois State and National Certification Board standards mandate that we make evident the connections among them.  It also has significant, required fieldwork components.

	Appreciative and Comprehensive Advising
	Every major has a single assigned advisor throughout his or her career as a History major at EIU.

The academic advisor guides the student as efficiently as possible through the requirements for the major, but does much more than that…. The academic advisor also discusses a students interests, aspirations,  and career goals, and when these are unclear, seeks way to help the student clarify them. The academic advisor often also advises of scholarships, internships and co-curricular activities that might benefit the student.  The academic advisor has an open door policy.  Students may drop in when they have problems.  Advising in History is also supported by advising in the College of Education and Professional Studies.


	General Education in History

	General Education courses in History provide background in both United State and global history subject matter, introduction to the disciplinary methodologies, and many opportunities for practice in writing, in oral presentation. working collaboratively in groups, and reflection on what is being learned through short writing assignments or journals.

	General Education courses
In the Social Sciences
	The History Major with Social Science Teacher Certification requires many General Education courses from a wide range of disciplines, providing the student with many choices and a broad context for further study.


	Co-curricular activities

	Students are encouraged to join Phi Alpha Theta, the national history honors society, to attend student conferences, to participate in some way in Historia, the History department’s award-winning student-written, -edited and -produced history journal, and to seek internships or service projects.  Students are also encouraged to go on Study Abroad; some even go abroad for their Student Teaching Practicum.

	Student Life
	Students are encouraged to join History Club, to attend movie nights, and to participate in field trips. 

	Curriculum
	The entire curriculum is designed to be integrative:  among disciplines, as stated above; and also with teaching methodologies.  The LiveText Portfolio provides students with opportunities for reflection.  The Social Sciences Teaching Methods course is centrally focused on developing oneself as a teacher.   Students also have many experiences observing and assisting teachers in the field before student teaching themselves.  

	Research and Creative Activity
	In the Historical Research and Writing course, which is required, as well as in the elective courses students take in history, they have many opportunities to learn how to develop a project, from hypothesis, through research, to writing the final product.  Many students present their projects at conferences and/or have their papers published in Historia or other journals. 

	Capstone Experience:

Student Teaching
	Student teaching provides an experience where everything the student has been learning must come together.  Under the guidance of an experienced and effective cooperating teacher, students gradually take on more and more of the teaching in a real classroom, until they are teaching on their own.  Student teaching synthesizes university training and real world experience.


