The Integrative Experience of Journalism Majors
	The EIU Experience
	Integrative Elements

	
	

	Student work as an editor or staff member with student media operations: The Daily Eastern News, Dennews.com, the Warbler, The Agency, WEIU TV-FM
	Students practice in a real-world setting, the skills they learn in the classroom: writing and reporting, copyediting, design, photography, videography. Students in leadership positions learn leadership, organizational and management skills.

	Student Organizations: Society of Collegiate Journalists, Public Relations Student Society of America, National Association of Black Journalists, Illinois Student Broadcast Association, American Copy Editors Society
	Students participate in organizations that allow them to organize campus events related to specific segments of the discipline. Students also are introduced to professionals and other like-minded students throughout the country through contact with affiliated national organizations. 

 

	Internships
	Students gain valuable practical experience by working for professional media outlets and organizations such as newspapers, television and radio stations, and the public relations operations of businesses and nonprofits. 

	Study Abroad
	The department encourages and facilitates Study Abroad experiences for students. Such experiences allows students to gain a broader understanding of the world around them and gives them a much-needed global outlook.


	Attendance and participation at state, regional and national conferences such as the Illinois Broadcasters Association, the Illinois News Broadcasters Association, Public Relations Society of America, Mid-America Press Institute, Broadcast Education Association, Illinois College Press Association and Associated Collegiate Press
	Many students attend these conferences allowing them to network with other students in the state, region and nation. These conferences also allow students to be exposed to the ideas of professionals and academics who present workshops.

	Applied/Service Learning in the Classroom
	Many journalism classes have an applied/ service-learning component. For example, Prof. Terri Johnson’s public relations classes take on a PR campaign each semester for various organizations such as the Child Advocacy Center, Respect for Youth and the Coles County Animal Shelter. They organize events, create media materials and produce press releases promoting the work of the agencies. Another example is the activities of Prof. Sally Turner’s Feature Writing class. The students researched and investigated volunteerism on campus and in the community and they each produced four stories on the topic.

	Required Curriculum
	The journalism curriculum requires students to take 65 hours of liberal arts and sciences classes, and to take 12 hours of upper division courses in a single subject matter other than journalism. These requirements broaden students’ perspectives and experiences beyond what they would get through the general education requirements.


