Psychology Department Integrative Learning Report
February 24, 2009

	Type of Integration
	Definition and Examples

	Horizontal 
	Provides opportunities for students to reflect upon connections among their courses through exercises such as one-minute papers, focused class discussions, reflective assignments.

· Faculty incorporate material on research methodology into content courses in psychology.
· Faculty and advisors encourage psychology majors to consider minors in related disciplines (e.g., criminology, family and consumer sciences, health studies, sociology).
· Faculty contribute their expertise to several interdisciplinary minors (e.g., criminology, neuroscience, women’s studies).
· Faculty use brief, in-class discussions that refer to material from related courses in psychology.
· In statistics and research methods courses, faculty use examples from content courses to illustrate basic principles of research design and analysis.
· Faculty incorporate APA-style writing into courses in which papers are required in various courses, including introductory psychology.
· Faculty assign brief papers in which students summarize research articles encompassing a range of subfields in the discipline.
· In the research methods course, students conduct and present original research on topics covered in other psychology courses (e.g., memory, learning, social behavior).
· When taking courses in independent study and/or supervised research, students typically conduct in-depth research projects on topics covered in other psychology courses (e.g., perception, attitude formation and change, validity and reliability of psychological tests, problem solving).

	
	· 

	Vertical 
	Encourages students to reach back and review/use skills used in prerequisite courses to enhance learning in current course. Encourages students to reach back to general education courses to provide grounding and inform learning in major courses.

Among the overarching themes in Psychology (see Global Integrative Learning) is the use of empirical, scientific methods for the development of knowledge about behavior, thought, and feelings.  This theme forms the spine of vertical integrative learning in the Psychology major.

· Students are introduced to the idea of empirical methods in the Introductory Psychology class (PSY1879).  In class material details the importance of empirical research, and teaches students the basics of the scientific method as applied within psychological research.  In addition, learning about research is integrated into students’ activities through either required participation in research being conducted by advanced students or faculty, or by presenting summary reports based on primary research articles.  Thus, in their first semester in Psychology, students are given the groundwork for the continued development of the skills needed as both practitioners and consumers of scientific research.

· Much further coursework builds on these skills for Psychology Majors.  In particular, majors are required to take PSY2610 – Psychological Statistics.  This course builds on the material introduced in PSY1879 and prepares students to analyze their own data in future courses.  It also enhances students’ abilities to read and apprehend primary source literature in psychology.

· The next step up the vertical chain is the required course in Research Methods for Psychology (PSY3805).  In this course, students design and carry out their own psychological research.  They must analyze the research, and present it in both a paper as well as a poster presented during the Psychology Research Forum, held at the end of each semester.  

· Conducting and analyzing the research pulls together the skills learned in the class itself with the skills learned in PSY2610, in PSY1879, and in all other psychology courses (see section on Horizontal Integration).  Furthermore, the writing of the paper and the presentation of the poster also draws in skills learned in general education courses.  In particular, the writing of the paper and the writing of the poster requires many of the skills acquired in the English Composition classes (e.g., ENG1001,. 1002).  The Psychology Research Forum also requires the students to discuss and describe their research to faculty, students and other visitors, thus drawing on skills developed in the Gen Ed communication classes (i.e., CMN1310).

· Following the completion of PSY3805, a very large number of our students complete our independent study and/or supervised research courses (PSY 3900, 4100, 4444, 4644).  The most common pattern for these courses is for students to develop a research project in collaboration with, or under the supervision of, one or more faculty members.  These projects are typically presented at student-based psychology conferences (e.g., Mid-America Undergraduate Psychology Research Conference) or at professional conferences (e.g., Midwestern Psychological Association Meetings).  Once again, then, these integrate all the skills previously acquired within the major, as well as skills from General Education courses.
· Near the completion of the major, students engage in a capstone experience, typically by taking one of the capstone courses, in which they draw upon the skills they have learned in previous courses to demonstrate competency in critical thinking, oral presentation, writing, and the ability to engage in primary literature.

	
	

	Global 
	Encourages students to make connections among courses using an overarching concept or theory that applies to many courses.

Several conceptual issues about the nature of mind and human nature, and how mind and behavior should be studied undergird the discipline of psychology.  Some of these debates include:  

· Free will vs. determinism (do people choose and have responsibility for their actions or are their behaviors largely determined by external events or internal unconscious drives)?

· Nature vs. nurture (to what extent are traits and behaviors inherited or learned)?

· Universal vs. culture-specific (are there traits and behaviors that are universal vs. culture-specific)?

· Mind-body problem (is there a mind that is independent from the brain?)

· Mechanism vs. vitalism (can human behavior be completely explained by physiochemical processes in the body?)

· Reductionism vs.  non-reductionism (can behavior be reduced to minute units of analyses?)

· Quantitativism vs. qualitativism (should all psychological data be collected in a manner that makes it quantifiable?)
These overarching themes cut across various courses in psychology.  They are presented to the student in Introduction to Psychology, are dealt with in more detail in individual courses such as Theories of Personality, Social Psychology, Child and Adolescent Development, Physiological Psychology, Cognitive Processes, Research Methods, etc..  They are revisited and reviewed in the History and Systems of Psychology course and are examined in the context of applied and current psychological concerns/debates (e.g., sex differences in cognitive abilities and brain functioning; are eating disorders largely physiological or psychological; can mental attitude affect one’s physiology) in capstone and other higher level courses such as Controversial Topics in Psychology. 

	
	

	Personal 
	Encourages students to apply academic learning to outside-of-class experiences.

Encourages students to bring personal, social, cultural, and professional experiences to bear on what they are learning in class. 

· Examples used in class and on exams require students to apply course concepts to the real world. 

· Students complete writing assignments (e.g. journals) where they must describe how something in the course connects with their personal life.

· Undergraduate internships involve the application of psychology to human services, human resources, child and/or adolescent services, or the criminal justice systems

· Courses that challenge student’s personal beliefs in relation to empirical data (e.g. Controversial Topics in Psychology student debates)

· Department study abroad experience in Maastricht, Netherlands gives students the opportunity to experience firsthand the concepts discussed in the multicultural human behavior course.


