The Eastern Illinois University integrative experience of a Recreation Administration major.

	-

A Recreation Administration Student will:
	Integrative Elements Associated with Each:

	Engage in effective coursework and meaningful field experiences
	Students are required to take a major core that has been developed to meet NRPA accreditation standards.  Each student must select elective courses to meet their individual professional path.  Each student must take general education requirements that have specific courses assigned to meet accreditation standards.  Students apply these concepts in both fieldwork and internship experiences that have been designed to meet certification standards.
Consortium students require engagement in outdoor interpretation and cultural interpretation activities at the Smoky Mt. National Park.  Academic advisors teach, mentor, encourage, and motivate students to apply and connect classroom concepts to fieldwork opportunities.  Advisors also provide resources to assist students in mastering specific professional competencies.  Students may elect to take an environmental interpretation course that discusses principles learned at the Consortium.
Students engage in other field-based experiences:  Students provide activities for Charleston Afterschool Program;

10-hours with individuals with disabilities outside of university; develop a Cost-Volume-Profit-Analysis presentation that integrates principles taught from the previous 10 weeks; create an architectural barriers presentation, based on course material and field based experience throughout semester, apply biofeedback-based excursions for students to instill health related knowledge from courses such as physiology, wellness, challenge of leisure, program planning, administration in therapeutic recreation, and fitness for life.

	Possess administrative skills
	Develop budgets ( Zero-based and PBBS budgets) in finance class, required to take business classes, exposed to performance appraisal techniques in core courses.  Develop policy and procedures for special event, develop job description and work with individuals with disabilities.  Fieldwork and Internship experiences are hands-on opportunities that put concepts to practice. 
Students assist communities in developing and administering community-wide recreation studies that provide communities with accurate information that can be used in their short-term and long-range recreation planning.  These projects allow undergraduate students in the field of recreation an opportunity to work directly with a community on important research-based projects.  This experiential learning opportunity provides undergraduate students (with the guidance of the instructor) a hands-on activity that further connects the material discussed in the classroom to the professional field.  
Students apply quality assurance modules in administration (Frisbee golf, indoor soccer clinics) and program planning and administration in therapeutic recreation courses (EIU 2.5 K. Homecoming Race, Charleston Transitional Facility outings).

	Support diversity
	Required introduction to psychology course provides student with background in various behaviors and thinking, general education requirement further adds to exposing diversity issues.  Students are required to work with a diverse population in core classes, have the opportunity to volunteer for Special Olympics and are further exposed through fieldwork and internship.
Students apply civil rights knowledge attained from principles of therapeutic recreation, administration, and camp administration courses, acknowledging existing barriers and methods of elimination. Students complete assignments with students from (4) other universities during the Consortium experience.

	Practice ethical thinking
	Students are exposed to ethics as part of required core classes that involve problem solving activities, requiring an understanding of ethical approaches.   Students are observed in classes, during fieldwork and internship and while performing volunteer activities that require ethical behavior.  Individual advising of students provides opportunity to discuss the importance of ethics as both a professional and educated adult.
Students resolve ethical problems that arise at After School Program.  Ethical pricing philosophies in recreation-based settings are explored after students acquire knowledge related to price-setting and cost-volume-profit analysis.

	Recognize the importance of environmental sustainability
	General education courses discuss the issue, core classes require facility planning that addresses the issue, elective courses are designed to provide hands on experience with the issue and internship experience requirement of exposure to energy efficiency gives additional experience. 
Consortium students visit Air Quality Monitoring Station in Smokies, attend lecture about air quality; engage in citizen science research for the All Taxa Biodiversity Inventory and discuss their reflection and connections to other environmental issues like invasive species, etc..

	Plan comprehensive recreation programs
	Required programming course introduces concepts and provides opportunity for program development.  Scheduling issues are discussed in administration, ADA standards as applied to programs is stressed in course assignments, and goals and objectives for programs are developed for several course assignments.  These skills, knowledge and abilities are demonstrated in fieldwork and internship assignments. 
Students plan full afternoon of activities for Charleston Park Department’s afterschool program with consideration for age, gender mix, level of abilities and experience.
Faculty & students collaborate on projects that bridge the gaps between and among undergraduate courses in the department.  An example includes the organization, marketing, implementation and evaluation of the annual university intramural sports department’s disc golf tournament.
Department of Recreation Administration’s Student Association for Recreation - Student members encourage greater social-professional co-operation among recreation major students, faculty, and alumni.  Students also partner and participate with local, state, and national recreation associations and organizations interested in the growth and development of the field of recreation.  Student members plan, organize, and administer programs and special events for the EIU community.  Students engage in community volunteer efforts.
Students from (5) different Recreation Administration courses, student affairs, University of Illinois’ Office of Disability Services, EIU Student Recreation Center, EIU Facility Planning & Management, EIU RSOs, Charleston Police, Charleston businesses (McDonalds, Shirt Factory), and Alumni Services collaborate in offering the EIU 2.5K Homecoming Race.  Students are given specific tasks (based on which class they are enrolled); knowledge is purposefully presented so that the integration of all of the complexities related to putting on a special event are realized during the last courses (Finance and Research). Students from Rho Phi Lambda provide the leadership for Soccer Clinic; the administration class develops the policies and procedures associated.  Students engage in a program called “Gym Rec” w/ individuals w/ DD from (18) local residential facilities.  Principles from course lectures (principles of therapeutic recreation), introduction to psychology, and  speech communications are reinforced during the lab times.

	Acquire in-depth knowledge of leisure behavior and its importance in enhancing quality of life for individuals and communities
	Students provide community program for campus and Charleston such as “Outdoor Recreation Show” and “Lincoln and Leisure “ Exhibit.  Common reasons for not engaging in leisure are explained, reflecting on lecture material from previous courses (introduction to leisure) and practical experiences.  Students complete the Harter Self-Perception Profile for College Students assessment after lectures and course projects that emphasize self-worth.  Sportsmanship concerns in recreation/sports-based settings are integrated with the students by having lectures and assignments that have students coach a youth, sports-based program during the semester, reflecting on past experiences.


