 The Integrative Experience of a Reserve Officer Training Corps cadet in the Department of Military Science
The EIU Experience


Integrative Elements

Student Center of Academic and Professional Advisement

Enrollment officer and Military Science Instructors discuss success strategies for academic, professional and life goals while recommending courses of study.  
Core Classes

Eight Military Science courses focus on the fundamentals of military skills and leadership through classroom instruction and practical application in labs and cadet corps daily operations.   These courses are sequential and build on each other developing further, in more depth, the skills necessary to be a successful leader while simultaneously being given more leadership opportunities and responsibilities within the department and cadet corps. 
General Education
Cadet Life

Students choose majors and minors of their choice. 

Cadets are encouraged to be “well rounded” participating in all facets of college life from sports, to clubs, to fraternities. Within the program they are further encouraged to participate in program specific organizations such as Leadership and Excellence Club, Ranger Challenge Team, Scabbard and Blade honor society, Rifle Marksmanship team or Battalion Color Guard to enhance leadership opportunities, team development, esprit de corps and sense of service to a larger entity.
Minor
The Military Science minor consists of four upper division courses and Military History required to receive a commission as well as a course designed to explore the implications of world events on military service, military services implications on their future and the impact of military presence on societies.

Hands-on Learning

Realistic learning experiences are generated through hands-on instruction in real time. Activities such as land navigation, weapons training and first aid develop skills through the use of actual equipment providing for internalized learning. 

Laboratory/ Field Simulation Experience

Leadership Labs and Field Training Exercises provide the opportunity to execute skills learned in the classroom and allow dynamic leadership opportunities in simulated and realistic environments.  Some of these include rifle range operations, tactical maneuvers and land navigation. Through the use of immediate feedback and critique with the ability to re-execute, learning is enhanced. 

Assessment
Leadership Development and Assessment Course in Ft Lewis Washington, allows the opportunity to demonstrate their leadership and skill development as compared to other cadets throughout the nation while also allowing for exposure to other techniques.
Training
Students are encouraged to apply for Cadet Troop Leading Training (CTLT) where skills are honed through apprenticeship with U.S. Army leaders in active U.S. Army units. 

Cultural Immersion
Students are encouraged to bring personal, cultural and professional experiences to the program and integrate these experiences into their own and others learning.  Opportunities to participate in service programs or CTLT overseas allows them to experience other cultures, develop empathy, and understand implications of actions overseas. This enables cadets to develop an appreciation of the need of the services they can provide upon completion of their education.

