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	Advising


	Special Education majors are assigned to a Special Education faculty member or the Chair for purposes of advisement.  The initial advisement appointment occurs for freshmen in the Spring of their freshman year
	

	
	Special Education majors are assigned to a Special Education faculty member or the Chair for purposes of advisement.  The initial advisement appointment occurs for freshmen in the Spring of their freshman year
	

	Student Life

	Family Festival – 


Fall of each academic year

Special Olympics – 


Spring of each academic year

Student Organizations:  Student Council for Exceptional Children (SCEC) and/or special education honorary, Sigma Rho Epsilon.  Activities of these groups 

include:  

· Program meetings for professional development

· Participate in community celebrations such as Festival of the Young Child, holiday parties for individuals, and service activities (National Ties, Best Buddies, Group Homes

· Food drive, clothes drive, toy collection

· Volunteer work in local schools, summer camps


	

	Major Curriculum

	Admission to Teacher Education Requirements:

Candidates must write a letter of intent in which they clearly communicate why they want to be a teacher and why they want to be a special educator.  This reflective letter is required after completion of 30 semester hours and prior to enrollment in the seven semester hour characteristics and behavior block of Special Education 3200/3201.

Major Courses and Practicum Experiences:
SPE 2000:
One required assignment is to interview non-educators about perceptions of disabilities; also, a bias paper is also required.

SPE 3000:
Application case studies with reflection on teacher behavior and attitudes toward learners with disabilities is included in this course.

SPE 3201:
Across three placements in schools across the semester, assignments are done which require reflection on candidate observations.

SPE 3220:
Reflective log of observations and module assignment related to observations are completed.  Candidates relate research and practice through article reports.

SPE 3600:
Candidates do a behavior change research project and develop a poster and a research paper.  The candidate, in the finished product, must reflect on limitations of the research project.  

SPE 3700:
Candidates develop and implement a unit in a group home setting.  After implementation, the candidate must self-assess the efficiency of the unit.  

SPE 4530:
A literacy lesson plan is developed in this course based on the Illinois Learning standards.  

SPE 4925:
A language sample is done which involves interacting with a family in the home.  The written product includes a reflective component.  

SPE 4600:
Each candidate participates in an IEP role play based on case study.  Candidates self-assess and evaluate their peers’ participation.  

SPE 4700:
Candidates work cooperatively in groups to develop units of study for learners with disabilities.

SPE 4720:
Candidates do a unit and an IEP appropriate to young learners.  

SPE 4820:
Candidates complete assessment of preschool children in varying environments across skill areas.  

SPE 4800:
Candidates assess learners in school settings across varying skill areas, then make recommendation for skills that need to be taught.  

SPE 4730:
Candidates work with classroom teacher adapting materials in a 30 hour practica.  Each candidate keeps a video log recording their interactions and record of team meetings.  

SPE 4900/

4901:
Candidates are in a classroom setting daily, Monday through Thursday from 7:30 – 10:30 a.m. Candidates submit daily reflections to their practicum coordinator.  Candidates assess their impact on student learning and reflect on their teaching effectiveness.  

SPE 4920:
Candidates complete a semester long practicum in which they complete an assessment on child and write an IEP; teach lessons daily based on the IEP; and reflect on these lessons.  Candidates align reflections with the Illinois Professional Teacher Standards and CEC/EC Standards.  Candidates develop a resource notebook and maintain a responsive log on incidental teaching.

Major Portfolio which includes:
Reflection on CEC Standards and courses in which student perceives these were met.

Philosophy of Special Education, including relationship to general education:

Assessment Summary Report from one of the following courses:

SPE 4800

SPE 4820

SPE 4920

Must include one example of a Curriculum-Based Assessment (CBA) device that is developed in one of the following courses:

SPE 4730

SPE 4901

Individual Education Program (IEP) 

Must include at least one example of an IEP written in one of the following courses:

SPE 4900/4901

SPE 4920

Behavior Management Plan

Must include all of the following information:

A. SPE 3201—Data Collection Assignment 

        (comparison of event, duration, MTS recording)

B.
SPE 3600—Functional Behavioral Assessment and Behavior Intervention Plan

C.
SPE 4900—Classroom Management Plan 

Unit Plan 

Must include one Unit Plan from at least one of the following courses:

SPE 3700

SPE 4700

SPE 4720

Lesson Plan 

Must include at least one example of a Lesson Plan written for one of the following courses:

SPE 4900/4901

SPE 4920

Curriculum Adaptation Category *

Must include one example of a Curriculum Area or Material that has been adapted from one of the following courses:

SPE 4720

SPE 4730

SPE 4901 (Teacher-made material)

Student Teaching:
Student Teaching is a very important culminating integrative experience.  As assignments are made by a department other than your major department we need you to be sure your assignment fits the following parameters depending on your option/program.

Students in the: “Early Childhood Option” do 16 semester hours with 8 weeks in either L.D., B.D. (S/ED), E.M.H. or cross-categorical classroom (LBS I), and 8 weeks in an Early Childhood Special Education classroom for ages 3-5 (not Head Start).  The Cooperating Teachers with whom you are placed must be fully certified with State of Illinois LBS I certification endorsement. For Early Childhood Special Education the cooperating teacher must have a certificate and a Letter of Approval for Early Childhood Special Education.    

Students in the “Early Childhood Option” with DUAL ENDORSEMENT in Early Childhood do 8 weeks in either LD, BD (S/ED), EMH or cross-categorical classroom (LBS I) with primary age learners and 8 weeks in an inclusive early childhood classroom for ages 3-5 (not Head Start). Inclusive means the class is made up of young children with and without disabilities.  For the 8 week K-12 Special Education component, the Cooperating Teacher with whom you are placed must be fully certified with the State of Illinois LBS I certification endorsement. For the inclusive Early Childhood setting the Cooperating Teacher must have a Type 04 certificate and a Letter of Approval for Early Childhood Special Education.  

Students in the: “Standard Special Option” do 16 semester hours with one 8 week experience in a H.S. setting (6-12) and one 8 week experience in an Elementary setting (K-9).  One of the two assignments must be with a “resource” teacher.  The settings should provide experience with more than one category of learners.  Teachers with whom you are placed must be fully certified with State of Illinois LBS I certification endorsement.  

Students in the “Standard Special Option with DUAL CERTIFICATIONS in Elementary Education” do 16 semester hours of student teaching with 8 weeks in an Elementary classroom, K-9, and 8 weeks in L.D., B.D. (S/ED), E.M.H. or cross-categorical classroom (LBS I).  The Special Education teachers with whom you are placed must be fully certified with State of Illinois LBS I certification endorsement and the elementary teacher must have a K-9 elementary certificate.  

Students in the “Standard Special Option with DUAL CERTIFICATIONS in Secondary Education” do 16 semester hours of student teaching with 8 weeks in 

a High School setting, 6-12, in the given academic area and 8 weeks in L.D., B.D. (S/ED), E.M.H. or cross-categorical classroom (LBS I).  The Special Education teachers with whom you are placed must be fully certified with State of Illinois LBS I certification endorsement and the content area teacher must hold a high school certificate endorsed for your major academic area.
	

	Academic Co-Curricular Activities

	Service Learning (30 hours required):

The following are the criteria for meeting the service learning hours requirement for Special Education majors:  

1. Must be a total of 30 hours, 15 (to earn 15 hours takes three years, as you can earn 5 hours per year) of which can be Special Olympics Family Fun Festival.  These may not include the Area Nine Spring Special Olympics.  

2. Must involve a sustained effort with the same group(s) or individual(s)

3. Must involve individual(s) with moderate, severe and/or profound disabilities (as defined by PL 105-17).

a. Must be a documented disability that is not due solely to the aging process or old age illnesses.  

4. May be either paid or volunteer hours

5. May not be done in a school setting, or as part of any University course. 

6. Interaction must have a goal – a positive result from your involvement, and must involve something to be learned by the person with the disability that adds to the quality of the individual’s life.  

These hours are documented by a letter from the organization or family with service learning hours occurred.  
Volunteer Hours (16 clock hours required, excluding Special Olympics and Family Festival):  

Special Education majors must do “mandatory” volunteer hours.  Candidates choose the venue of participation:

Choice 1 -
Participation in a student organization (SCEC, (PE).

· Attendance of at least four business and/or program meetings per semester over at least two semesters is required.  (Acceptable on-campus special education organizations are defined as Student Council for Exceptional Children (SCEC) and/or Sigma Rho Epsilon ((PE).

· Each person in attendance at organization meetings is expected to actively serve on at least one committee per semester over at least two semesters.

· Verification of participation on committees is provided by the chairpersons of that committee.

· A system for validating attendance is in operation for attendance at meetings and participation on committees.  The Chair and Secretary of the Department of Special Education are the individuals to decide that the above has been met.

Choice 2 -
8 hours of volunteer effort over each of 2 semesters for a minimum total of 16 hours (persons doing this should discuss it with the Secretary of the Department).

· Participation is defined as special education majors involving themselves with individuals with exceptionalities for at least 16 hours of direct contact over two semesters.

· Suggested contact activities include, but are not limited to:  Bowling and Swimming, After-School tutoring, Babysitting for no pay, Halloween, Christmas, Easter, St. Patrick’s Day Parties at Group Homes.  

· Efforts related to these activities must total a minimum of eight hours commitment, not in one day.

· Must be documented as to volunteer status and with someone with an exceptionality.


	

	Additional Activities

	· Job Fair

Two per year

· Poster Sessions

One per semester where candidates share their research 


	


