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Performance
	Recruitment
	The Performance Emphasis in the Department of Theatre Arts attracts talented students from across the state and region to engage in the study of theatre at a number of levels. Students hear about the performance program at EIU from teachers in the field, professionals working in live theatre, and by visiting the campus and seeing the work done here. The Performance area is by far the largest component of the program, but represents in all ways the integrative aspect of the craft and how the department prepares students for life after EIU..

	The Theatre Core
	Mirroring the General Education CORE, the Department of Theatre Arts has established a range of courses (the Theatre CORE) that prepare the student for the Theatre Major and assist in the selection of a specific area of theatre to focus their studies. The CORE is a group of courses that include study in performance, technical theatre and history/literature. It is book ended by Seminar classes that focus at the introductory level on the theatre major as an academic discipline and at the advanced level in preparing for a career in the theatre, either in preparation for graduate school or work in the field.


	General Education THA 

	Theatre Arts offers a variety of courses for the students across campus and like the CORE reflect varying levels of study. INTRODUCTION TO THE THEATRE (THA 2140) provides students with a basic understanding of the art and craft of theatre including a study of the actor at work. This unit within the course provides some opportunity for students not only to see but participate in scene work and experience the work of the actor. Upper level Gen Ed courses provide students with a study of dramatic literature and also offer the opportunity to participate and see actors on the stage.

	The Performance Emphasis
	The performance emphasis prepares students to work in the professional theatre or move to the next level of study in Graduate school. Study in the area includes courses in: acting, Character Development, Movement, Dialects, and Make up. Students also have the opportunity for independent study and advanced work through the various topics classes that are offered. An additional component of the performance track is the opportunity for students to explore directing: one in an introductory class where students learn to develop concept and work with actors in short scenes and secondly with the direction of a one act play prepared for public performance. 


	Hands on Learning

	Students in the performance area are provided with a broad range of opportunities to develop and hone the craft of acting. This includes scene work in the various classes, student produced plays, faculty directed main stage productions, the children’s tour, community and professional productions in the area. Students have the opportunity as well to earn credit for these activities through the Hands on Theatre practica. The Department is committed to producing a wide range of plays from many genres to broaden the students understanding of the craft. Drama, comedy, plays for youth, and musical comedy fill a repertoire that is varied and challenging. Recent accreditations commented on the breath of styles and the challenging nature of the offerings.

	Student Life
	Students in the Theatre Department participate as well in a number of student organizations that assist them as they move through the university. Hello Dali and Lunch Box Voodoo are student managed performance groups that perform during the academic year. Alpha Psi Omega is the National Honorary Student Fraternity that most majors join after participating in the departmental activities. 


