ART: Strategies to Improve P-16 Teaching and Learning

1. Professional development for practicing educators: 

Each Spring Semester the Art Department in conjunction with Central Region, Illinois Art Education Association; Superintendents of Regional Offices of Education and Eastern Illinois University’s College of Arts and Humanities, School of Adult and Continuing Education, Office of Faculty Development, and the Tarble Arts Center host the Art Education Media and Methods Conference for elementary and secondary art education teachers.  At the March 2004 conference 197 persons attended. The program included 9 art workshops; 7 of the workshops covered a wide range media and teaching methods to enrich the elementary and secondary visual arts curriculum and the other 2 workshops covered information about working with special needs and challenged students.

During AY04 the Art Department had a Master of Art in Art with Art Education Option approved. The masters level Art Education Option is predominantly a summer program designed to strengthen the professional development of certified art teachers; this option does not lead to teacher certification.

2. Other: 

The Art Department and Continuing Education sponsor a Summer Art Camp for high school students; two 1-week sessions are hosted each year.  Student attending have opportunity to work in a structured environment with faculty of professional art educators in a variety of art media and processes.  During the Summer 2004 the camp hosted 78 students.

