This essay is the introduction to a book-length study entitled Dreams of the Burning Child:  Sacrificial Sons and the Father’s Witness, forthcoming from Cornell University Press in November, 2002.  It appears in Agora by permission of Cornell University Press.

David Lee Miller has been my friend since 1970, when we were freshmen at Yale together. We used to do extraordinarily geeky takes on tennis, flag football, and intramural soccer, but were much better at pool and ping pong, since these could be squeezed into short intervals between paper writing marathons and we could argue about Spenser, Wordsworth, Bart Giamatti, and Leslie Brisman as we played. When the Dining Services staff went on strike in 1971 we subsisted mainly on scrambled eggs cooked on a hot plate in Dave's dorm room, using the remainder of our $4.31 daily meal contract rebate to buy beer. During junior year we gave a floor party in Morse College at which the narrow hallway ended up so full of sitting revellers that anyone who wanted to get to the bathroom had to do a "trust fall" and get passed through the crowd like a beer at a football game.

We both ended up at UC Irvine for graduate school, and during the first year shared a wonderful beach house David had found on the Balboa peninsula, a short walk from the beach, a geeky softball toss from one tiny arm of the bay, where from our front porch we could sometimes see yachts put-putting up the canal to their private docks at neighboring Lido Isle. The off-season rent we were paying was one-fourth the vacation rental price. In spite of everything we got some studying done, and both finished our dissertations in 1979.

David went on to the University of Alabama, where he taught from 1978-1995. He has published very widely in such journals as Modern Language Quarterly, English Literary History, and Representations, has often been a fellow of the Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, was Visiting Professor for a year at Chapel Hill, and held a prestigious Guggenheim Fellowship from 198? to 198?. His first book, The Poem's Two Bodies: The Poetics of the 1590 Faerie Queen, published by Princeton University Press in 1988, is a tightly focussed study which opens up like a Blakean Vortex to engage central issues of Renaissance studies, literary theory, and culture criticism. Since then his continuing interest in those fields has borne fruit in many articles, lectures, and conference papers, as can be seen in part by visiting his website at ________??? 

Since 1995[?] David has been Professor of English at the University of Kentucky, and he and his wife Lynn Pruett have lived in Lexington with their three sons, John, Truman, and Sam. 2002 has been a banner year from them, as Lynn's novel Ruby River will be issed by Atheneum at almost the same time that Cornell releases David's Dreams of the Burning Child. It's enough to make an old roommate's heart swell with pride. —John Kilgore]

