Citizenship Project

One of the requirements for all of the University Foundations courses is a citizenship component.  The goal behind the citizenship requirement is to introduce students to the opportunities and activities in the community on campus as well as beyond Eastern’s campus and to make students aware that Eastern is part of a larger community in Charleston, in Illinois, in the United States, and the world.  In other words, to be responsible global citizens . . . or at least to start thinking about this role. 
If you want to work as a member of a group, that is fine.  Let us know with whom in our class you wish to work.  If you want to work as an individual you may do that as well.
This project is a volunteer project where each member volunteers at a charity for a certain number of hours (Billy’s Backyard, the Red Cross, Habitat for Humanity, for example).  See the back of this sheet for options from the Student Volunteer Office.  You may also contact Rachel Fisher at rzfisher@eiu.edu for other ideas. 
We expect each person to complete a minimum of five hours of service/work and a maximum of ten hours of service.  Make sure you have a supervisor/employee at the site sign and date your participation sheet.  You will need to turn this is with your assignment. DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE.  Some of these options will require planning ahead and contacting people off-campus, so planning and organization will be required.  

Your assignment is to complete the requisite number of hours and then write a reflection of your project examining your experience and what you learned/experienced during the course of completing your service/volunteer work.  If you worked together with a classmate or two, discuss the teamwork involved; if you worked alone, discuss that experience.  What did you do?  What did you learn about the campus, community, charity, yourself?  Would you volunteer in this way again?  Why or why not?  

Your papers should be 2-3 pages long (500-750 words) and are due by Nov. 15, but you may complete this project at any time throughout the semester.  Nov. 15 is the last date that you may turn in your paper.  
