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One of the requirements for all of the University Foundations courses is a citizenship component.  The goal behind the citizenship requirement is to introduce students to the opportunities and activities in the community beyond Eastern’s campus and to make students aware that Eastern is part of a larger community in Charleston, in Illinois, in the United States and the world.  
Some classes do volunteer work as a class others engage in civic activities individually or in smaller groups.  We are going to work in small groups of 2 or 3 students per group.  You may choose who you work with or we will assign you to a group.  If you want to work with certain people in the class, let us know by Wed., Sept. 6.  Groups will be assigned the following Monday.
We expect each person to complete a minimum of five hours of service and a maximum of ten hours of service.  Each group will submit a service plan and have it approved before doing the service project.  After you have completed the service, each student will write a paper examining your experience and what you learned/experienced during the course of completing your service/volunteer work.  You may also address how well your team worked and what you learned about being a member of a team.
This paper should be a minimum of 500 words.  You have until November 1 to turn this paper in; however, depending on the project chosen, you may be able to complete the citizenship project much sooner.  Some of these options will require planning ahead and contacting people off-campus, so planning and organization will be required.

Past projects have included:

Participate in the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life

Participate in Special Olympics

Volunteer to build at a Habitat for Humanity House

Letters and Supplies to the Troops in Iraq
Fundraiser to raise money to buy a new mascot suit for Eastern’s mascot

Fundraiser to raise money for the local animal shelter

Volunteer at the American Red Cross

Additional Information on Volunteering:

Student Volunteer Center

Newman Catholic Center

500 Roosevelt

348-0188

