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Election- or Politically-Related Citizenship Project Activities

Points will be provided as noted, either 15 points per hour or a lump sum per activity

1. Register to vote; follow up by voting (absentee or local) – must provide verification to instructor.  20 points.

2. Conduct a voter registration drive on campus and/or in the community – 15 points per hour

3. Assist voters on election day by offering rides to polling places – 15 points per hour

4. Assist with the campaign of a candidate you support (flyers, working in local office, etc.) – 15 points per hour

5. Identify several key issues you consider important.  Conduct research to determine the major candidates’ (federal, state, and/or local levels) positions on those issues.  (Include not just the candidates’ stump speeches or platforms, but their history with this issue – voting record, etc.)  25 – 50 points, depending upon depth and/or length of completed project.

6. Watch a televised debate between presidential (or senatorial candidates) and write a reaction to the debate – who the you think “won” the debate; which issues mattered most to you and which candidate’s stand supported your position, etc. 25 points.

7. Watch one or more of the Sunday morning talk shows related to the election, special programming on CNN or Fox News, etc., and write a reaction.  25 points.

8. Read two or more editorials in the New York Times, Washington Post, Chicago Tribune, etc., related to the Presidential election and write a reaction to them.  25 points.

9. Research one of the Presidential or Senatorial candidates’ stand on a key issue and write an argumentative essay either supporting or opposing that view.  25 - 50 points, depending upon depth and/or length of finished product.

10. Monitor political ads (either positive ads or negative “attack” ads) and the claims they make.  Then conduct research (using a variety of sources) to determine whether the claims are accurate or are a distortion of the candidate’s record.  Write a summary of your findings.  25 – 50 points, depending upon the scope of the project.

Political/Governance on the Campus or Local Level

1. Student Government – attend a meeting and write a reaction. 20 points.

2. Student Government – consult for opportunities to serve on committees, governing boards, etc.  15 points per hour of service if chosen to serve.

3. Student Government – campaign for any open seats on Student Senate.  50 points.

4. Attend a special event or guest lecture related to politics or the election.  Write a response.  25 points.

5. Attend an EIU BOT meeting or a city council, county board, or school board meeting and write a reaction. 20 points.

6. Request the opportunity to speak at a city council, county board, or school board meeting regarding a matter under current consideration.  (This will require examining the tentative agenda for the meeting in advance, as well as asking for an opportunity to be added to the agenda.) 20 points for making the request, an additional 30 points if you actually make a presentation.

7. Write an argumentative paper on a local issue and submit it to the city council or Mayor, along with a request for their consideration on the matter. 25 points.

8. Write a letter to the campus and/or local newspaper about an issue of importance urging public involvement. 20 points.  Additional 10 points if your letter is actually published.

9. Participate in EIU External Relations/Lobbying Efforts in Springfield.  Points determined by the scope of the work.

10. Adopt a political issue (either as a class or individually) effecting you personally or EIU as a whole and serve as a advocate for that cause.  Points determined by the scope of the work.

