University Foundations

Class Project 
Class Project

University Foundations’ class project takes the place of a final exam in this course.  The project is the major assignment for the course and should bring together the ideas and skills we have addressed in the course.

The class project should involve everyone in the class and should aim at producing one artifact.  The topic of the project should focus on one foundation of the University or college life that has been discussed during the course.  Obviously, students will have a great deal of latitude in choosing a topic.  The grading criteria established for the class project are:  



Focus/Topic/Purpose
Organization

Clarity of Presentation/Prose

Transmission of Information

Creativity

Appropriate Use of Genre or Media

Audience Awareness
Considering who the audience is for this project is important.  The audience for this project is next year’s freshman students and their parents here for orientation.  Some past projects have been:  a booklet, a newspaper, a scrapbook, slide show, a time capsule, web site, PowerPoint presentation, and so on.  Think about what information would be important for this audience to have that you have learned in UF this semester.  

University Foundations Project Showcase
At the Student Foundation Day on Thursday, December 9, all sections of University Foundations will participate in the UF Project Showcase from 5:00-7:00 p.m. where each section will offer a poster session of its project.  The Project Showcase is designed to allow students to show their projects and to receive experience in this kind of format.  The Showcase will be similar to a science or research fair or a poster session at a conference.  Each section will have an 8-foot table in the Grand Ballroom to showcase its work.  This project has two parts:  the artifact of the project (paper, newsletter, video, power point, etc.) and the Showcase presentation of that project.  Each class should supply what they need for the Showcase and project.
Each class should prepare a 5-minute talk on their project.  A minimum of two students from each section should be at their section’s table throughout the Showcase.  Each student will complete a form upon which they will obtain a minimum of 10 initials from instructors at 10 different tables.  This means that students will listen to 10 5-minute presentations as they work their way around the Showcase.  Turn in your completed forms to us in order to receive credit for attending the Showcase.  
Since the oral presentation of the poster session is 5 minutes in length, it will easily be repeated by each class member.  The following information may be a part of that 5-minute talk:  explanation of topic; how the topic was developed; what they learned; the relevance to their freshman experience; and the main points of the project’s topic.  Students should be prepared to ask and answer questions after the talk.  

This project is worth 200 points:  100 points for the finished project (everyone in the class will get the same number of points); 100 individual points based on your participation, showcase presentation, and your portion of the finished product.  Students will complete evaluations of the participation of class members as well.
