Majors/Careers Paper
Sanders & Tozer
Our College Student Inventory (CSI) information indicated that many students in the class had questions and concerns about programs of study and ultimately their future careers.  This paper will be a research project on careers and majors--whether you have chosen a major or not.  There are two options below:  one for those of you with a major and another for those of you without a major.

All students are required to attend Academic Foundation Day on Thursday, September 27 from 4:00-7:00 p.m. in the MLK Union.  You must visit two 30-minute presentations or one 60-minute presentation and 3 tables at the fair at a minimum.  You may choose to attend more presentations—remember you will be using this information for your paper as well as for your decision-making.  The questions given below should be a start for your research and paper; they are not inclusive, so feel free to add your own pertinent questions.
If you are undeclared or uncertain about a major:

· Take the Discover program on-line.  We will give you the codes you need to access this program after we have determined which students fall into this category.
· Make an appointment with a Career Services Counselor to discuss Discover results (581-2412).  What are your interests/passions/skills, etc. as uncovered in Discover?  What career paths would make sense for you given these results?  Make sure that you take the program right away and then immediately make an appointment to see a counselor because their calendars can be booked  2-3 weeks in advance and we will not give you an extension because you waited until the last minute.  Their office is in the Human Services building on the first floor.  
· Conduct research through Booth Library on potential career paths.  
If you have chosen a major and career:

· Conduct research through Booth Library on potential career paths.  What career options are available for your major?  What further education might be needed?
· Interview two people who either have this career or two professors in your field.  What advice do they have for a novice?  What can they tell you about your discipline or major choice?  

Library Research

Important information to uncover concerning careers:  what majors are most helpful for this position/career?  What courses/coursework/skills are necessary to pursue this career?  What degrees are required?  What certification is required?  What is the typical starting salary range for such positions?  What is the job outlook for this career (e.g., are people in this field having trouble finding jobs or are there many positions?)?  Make sure that you have accurate, legitimate information sources (i.e., the Bureau of Labor Statistics rather than some guy named Vinny’s blog). 

Paper due date:  November 12
