Resident Assistant Regional Winner:

When thinking of the words: “Resident Assistant”, one often associates the title with, “leader”, “model”, and “reliable”. A good RA is one who has established a level of leadership and can motivate people. A good RA is one who represents a high standard for on-campus living. A good RA is one who never lets others down. Many RAs can be classified under the category of “good”. One RA in particular has stood out thus far to a lever referred to as “great”. Tracy Coon of Taylor 3 South represents the epitome of a model Resident Assistant. Since her arrival in early August, Tracy has worked diligently to emerge as a leader amongst her staff, provide an excellent resource for residents, and prove willing to go the extra mile with her job. Tracy Coon more than deserves recognition as Resident Assistant of the Month for August, 2007.

To start with, Tracy has established herself as a leader amongst her staff. Taylor Hall began the year with six new RAs, a new Associate Resident Director, and a new Senior Staff Assistant. Throughout August, Tracy has proved essential in the development of these new members. Tracy volunteered her time to give personalized tours of Taylor Hall. During the weeks of RA training, she has also proved to be a critical resource for her staff. She facilitated team building activities, demonstrated proper actions in role playing developments, and provided constructive feedback to new staff members. She worked with another returning staff member to develop “RA Jeopardy” to provide new staff members with an activity related to job responsibilities. She is always ready to answer any question with a smile. Additionally, Tracy has been essential in boosting staff morale. She arranged a spontaneous trip to see “the world’s fastest pop machine” during a time during training. The trip proved to help relieve stress and develop a stronger relationship during a busy period for hall staff. Tracy has proved to be a crucial leader amongst Taylor Hall staff.

In addition, Tracy has proved to be a wonderful foundation for her residents. Since the beginning of August, Tracy has been a strong supporter of hall activities. She has coordinated two games of Catchphrase played between members from her learning community and another. She also organized dinners for her residents as well as establish a team to play volleyball for a charity tournament. She is constantly encouraging not only residents from her learning community, but all throughout Taylor Hall, to attend and participate in Hall Council activities. Tracy serves as the RA liaison for Hall Council, providing much needed input for Taylor Hall Council. Through Tracy’s hard work and dedication, all residents benefit from living in Taylor.

Tracy has also demonstrated a keen willingness to go above and beyond her duties as Resident Assistant. During opening periods in August, Tracy assumed the role of coordinating t-shirt orders as a hall council fundraiser. Tracy was constantly on the phone with local businesses trying to negotiate the best price for t-shirt sales. Once established, Tracy provided the business with countless updates on orders. She also played a critical role in promoting, selling, and delivering the shirts. The project brought in several hundred additional dollars for Taylor Hall’s 2007-2008 budget. Much of this can be credited to Tracy’s exceptional dedication to her job and her residential environment.

During the past month, Tracy Coon has proved to be an exceptional leader, model, and resource for all in Taylor Hall. One would need more than 600 words to fully describe her deeds. She is an exceptional candidate for Resident Assistant of the Month.

