Spotlight OTM Regional Winner:

The month of January is traditionally kicked off with heartfelt goals and high ambitions for the coming year. At the top of the list of resolutions of millions of people every year is the goal to “get in shape” or “lose 10 pounds”. This month, one person here at Eastern Illinois University has stepped up and truly proven his commitment to not only his position, but to all students. Ken Baker, Director of Campus Recreation, has gone out of his way this month to make sure the students of Eastern Illinois University are well served and able to reach the very popular goal of getting in shape.

As Director of Campus Recreation, Ken Baker has worked to make sure that students are able to start the year out right with the best equipment and facility possible. Ken oversaw the coordination of getting new cardio workout machines, which are already some of the most popular in the Student Recreation Center. The new machines were there to welcome students back for their Spring Semester and were a nice surprise to those who frequent the rec.

Another project that Ken is very invested in as Director is revamping the Student Recreation Center with a new look. Incorporating more of the institutions colors into the recreation center, Ken is often seen walking around and talking to the ladies and gentlemen working on the painting and remodeling. What really stands out this month was when Ken saw that one of painters was having a hard time maneuvering around some equipment, Ken himself helped move the mats and made sure the painter knew that if he needed anything else, or anything more moved, to just let Ken know. Ken shows that he not only cares about students and having a great workout facility, but also the people working to make it a great facility.

Mr. Baker also could be seen this month going above the call of his duties on January 18th, 2010. Ken had a very large hand in having the Student Recreation Center open on a day when most other University departments were closed. With the union and library closed in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr., Ken knew that many students would be looking for a place to go. Mr. Baker also was very aware that some students are working hard on their resolutions to get into shape, and missing a day of working out can be the difference in a non-successful workout schedule. Ken was present at the Student Recreation Center on a day that he most certainly could have off. Mr. Baker walked around and welcomed students and was even seen offering workout advice and offering words of encouragement to students working out. Many of the residents in Weller Hall took the opportunity to jump start their goals and spent extra time in the recreation center on their day off from classes.

As Director of Campus Recreation, Ken Baker has truly shown a dedication to his position and the students at Eastern Illinois University and is very deserving of “Spotlight of the Month” .
