PSY 3780/Abnormal Psychology/Hanft/Spring 2010
4049 Physical Science/Phone: 581-6418

Office Hours: Wednesdays 2:00-3:00; Tuesdays & Thursdays 10:00-11:30 & by appointment
Text:  Susan Nolen-Hoeksema, Abnormal Psychology 4th Edition 
Course Design:
This is primarily a lecture course.  Current findings and literature regarding the major psychological disorders – especially descriptive aspects, etiology, and treatment issues, but also including various models for understanding psychopathology – will be presented.  Occasional popular films (usually excerpted), documentaries, educational film clips, and perhaps a guest lecture will help to familiarize you with realistic individual experiences of specific mental disorders.  Lectures will include information related to the current edition of The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSMIV TR), and current scientific literature focusing on specific disorders, including research leading to the next edition of the DSM.
Calendar:

Unit 1: Looking at Abnormality: History, Theories, Diagnosis & Assessment

Chapters 1, 2, 4/Exam #1
Unit 2: Anxiety Disorders, Posttraumatic Stress Disorder, Somatoform

& Dissociative Disorders


Chapters 7, 8, and pp. 191-204 in chapter 6/Exam #2
Unit 3: Mood Disorders, Suicide, Schizophrenia

Chapters 9, 10, 11/Exam #3
Unit 4:  Developmental Perspective: Childhood Disorders & Treatment;

Dementias and Disorders in Later Life


Chapter 13, pp. 164-166 (Chapter 5),  Chapter 14/Exam #4

Unit 5: Eating Disorders, Sexual Disorders, Substance-Related Disorders


Chapters 15, 16, 17/Take-home exam (this unit-students on their own) 
Unit 6: Personality Disorders, Treatment Issues, Mental Health & the Law


Chapters 12, pp. 144-163 in chapter 5, Chapter 18/Exam  #5 (Final)
Policies:

Attendance will be taken sporadically throughout the semester as a result of class size, and monitored by recording the completion of in-class writing assignments. “In class” writing assignments also serve as a forum given that quite a few students would be uncomfortable talking in a larger class.  This instructor often reads a sample of these responses back to the class.
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ANY MISSED EXAM MUST BE MADE UP WITHIN 2 CLASS PERIODS OF THE ORIGINAL EXAM DATE.  MAKE UP EXAMS (except for in exceptional cases) WILL BE MORE DIFFICULT THAN EXAMS ADMINSTERED AT THE REGULAR TIME AND THERE MAY BE AN ORAL PART OF THE EXAM, ADMINISTERED BY THE INSTRUCTOR.  5 PERCENTAGE POINTS WILL BE SUBTRACTED FOR EACH CLASS PERIOD THAT THE TAKE-HOME ESSAY EXAM IS LATE.   
Accommodations will be respectfully made for any student who presents a document from the office of Student Disabilities in 9th Street Hall.
Requirements, Grades, Organization:

There will be an objective exam at the end of each unit except for Unit 5, which ends in a take-home essay exam.  Very little lecture time will be spent on unit 5 as the topics tend to be ones with which students have some familiarity.  
There are 5 major in class exams in PSY 3780.  Each consists of objective items and corresponds with a unit.   Study guides are made available in class- approximately 2 class periods before an in-class exam.  The final and covers unit 6 only. The source for the in-class exams is the Nolan-Hoeksema text. There is ONE take-home essay exam related to topics in unit 5.    

All assignments in this course, including the take-home exam and the final exam, will be of equal weight.  Please note that the final is not comprehensive.  It is a unit 6 test that will be administered during the final exam period for this class, and as previously mentioned it is equivalent in weight to the other exams. 
 Grading Scale: 91-100=A  80-90=B  70-79=C  60-69=D
Classroom Etiquette and Classroom Conduct Code

1.  Academic Honesty is a priority in this class.  Any instance of plagiarism on the take home exam or on a response or extra credit paper, or cheating of any type, will result in NO CREDIT ( a zero) for the assignment at minimum.  Guidelines to be followed will come with the take-home exam.  Please follow them carefully.
2. Be on time and remain in class throughout the class period.  This class begins at 1:00 and ends at 1:50.
3. Respect fellow classmates’ right to learn as well as the instructor’s educational goals.  This includes not having distracting conversations with your neighbor or cell phone text message friends, not listening to your iPod/mp3 during class time, not reading the DEN or other non-class material during class, and respecting others’ opinions during class.  This also means that when offering a comment or opinion, you do so respectfully, considering its relevance to the subject and to course material.
4. Assume responsibility for your own learning experience.  It is not the instructor’s obligation to provide you with notes for a missed class.  Please find a classmate or two whom you can rely on in an emergency so that you can obtain notes, handouts, etc. on the rare occasion that you miss a class.  It is also not the instructor’s obligation to lend out DVDs or videotapes of films viewed in class.
5. As a courtesy to classmates and instructor, please refrain from eating, drinking any beverage other  than water, and sleeping during class.  
