Instructor: Keith Wilson                        Psychology 3780 

Office: 1430 Physical Sciences                   Abnormal Psych  

Telephone:  581-6411                            Spring ‘07 

Office Hours: TBA

1. Course Objectives 
This course is intended for psychology majors or students  

pursuing a career related to clinical psychology.  It is intended that students will become familiarised with the current classification of psychological disorders (Diagnostic and Statistical Manual IV). Students will become informed regarding the spectrum of psychological disorders, their causes, and their treatments.  

2. Texts 

     Comer, R. J. (2004).  Abnormal Psychology (5th ed).  W.H. Freeman and Company: New York. 


Although not a required text, a student workbook by Katherine Nicolai is highly recommended and available at the bookstore.   

3. Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism 

These are considered to serious violations of academic and  

ethical standards and will be dealt with according to  

departmental and university policy.  

4.  Requirements 

Class will consist of lectures, discussion, and other opportunities to demonstrate your mastery of the course material (e.g.,, tests).  It is vital that you attend class and have read the day's assignment so as to participate readily in class discussions.  

5.  Assessment of class performance 
Your class grade will be determined by test scores and possibly a journal (more on the journal in a separate handout). Exams will primarily be multiple choice questions from textbook and lecture material.  

If needed, make-up exams will be at the time of the mid-term (for  tests 1 & 2) or final (for exams 3 & 4)).  Make up exams will be either oral or essay.  Unexcused absences will be docked 25 percent each day until the instructor is contacted.  Excused absences, i.e., a legitimate, documented excuse to me prior to the exam (I have voice mail), will not be penalized, if the exam is completed in the allotted time (after which the 10 percent per day penalty is incurred). 

Grades will be determined as follows: 

> 90%    A (Excellent) 

80-89.9% B (Good to Very Good) 

70-79.9% C (Completely Satisfactory) 

60-79.9% D (Minimally Satisfactory) 

<60%     F  

6. Class schedule 

Unit 1  Chpt  1, 3 & 4  (Test)

Unit 2  Chpt 5 & 6 Test 

Midterm  

Unit 3  Chpt 8, 9 & maybe suicide chapter.  Test 3

Unit 4  Chpt 12, 14 & 17 Test 4  

Finals Week - Comprehensive Final Exam 

This is a tentative outline and may be amended.  For example, unforeseen circumstances may result in syllabus alterations.  

If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, you must contact the Office of Disability Services (581-6583).  

