Course:  Research Methods and Experimental Design, PSY 3805

Professor:  John Best

Office: Science 1440

Phone: 581-6412

Email: jbbest@eiu.edu

Office Hours:  11:00-Noon, and 2:00-3:00, Monday, Wednesday, and Friday and by appointment at other times.

Text: Mitchell, M. L., & Jolley, J. M. (2004). Research design explained (5th ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/Thompson.

Examinations:

We'll have four tests over the course of the semester.  The format of these tests will be the same.  Each test will be worth a total of 60 points and will generally consist of essay questions.  You have to take each of the four tests; if you miss any of the tests for any reason, you will have an opportunity to make up any and all missed tests at the time of the final.  The makeup exam will be given at the time of the final (last test).  Once you sit yourself for a test at the regularly scheduled time, you cannot then elect to change your mind and take a make-up.  If you show up late for any test, I’ll still seat you, but once somebody has completed the test and left, then I will not seat you for that test, and you will be in the make-up situation.  The test dates and the chapters that will be covered follow:

Test
Test Day/Date



Chapters to be covered on the test

  1
Fri., Jan. 25



Chapters 1, 2, 3, and Appendix B
  2
Fri., Feb. 22



Chapters 4, 5, 6, and Appendix A
  3
Fri., Mar. 28



Chapters 7, 8, 14, and Appendix D
  4
Finals (Wed., Apr 30, 8:00-10:00)
Chapters 9, 10, 11, and 12

Doing Research and Writing Psychological Reports:


This is the class in which you’ll acquire important written communication skills.  Step-by-step, we’ll learn how to execute a study, and how to write an APA-style report.  The writing assignments will be based on labs that we do as a class (except for the last one—that one’s all yours.).










Due Date

Writing Assignment 1 (Lab 1—the method section)


Wed., Jan. 23
Writing Assignment 2 (Lab 2—method and results sections)
Mon., Feb. 18
Writing Assignment 3 (Lab 3—complete paper)


Fri., Mar. 21
Writing Assignment 4—Independent Project—complete paper
Fri., Apr. 25
Critical Reading


This might be the only course in which you contact the primary sources in psychology—the scientific literature created by, and for, professionals.  You’ll learn how to be an effective consumer of scientific psychological research.  We’ll accomplish this goal in three “critical reading exercises”.  In these exercises, you will choose an article from the scientific literature, read it, and respond in writing to a set of questions.  The dates on which these critical reading exercises are due follow:










Due Date

Critical Reading Exercise 1





Wed., Feb. 6
Critical Reading Exercise 2





Fri., Feb. 29
Critical Reading Exercise 3





Fri., Apr. 4
The Independent Project—Doing It Yourself, Teaming Up, and the Poster Option

You’ll learn how to design a project, collect and analyze the data, and write the report.  If you enjoy working by yourself, it will be possible for you to do this on your own, and in fact, that’s how the syllabus is actually designed.  If you want to team up with one or two trusted colleagues and execute a group study, you’ll have that option.  Once you make this decision, you’re launched on it—I won’t be able to change the teams around.  Each person will write his or her own independent study project.  As an option, you or you and your team can elect to do a poster presentation.  This has to be a team decision as well.  The team or the individual will make one poster presentation, and each person in the team will earn the same grade, so it’s important to evaluate the work habits of your teammates before you commit to this option.

Work Turned in Late

As you can tell, we’ll have a lot to do in this semester, and it’s important that you get each assignment completed in a timely fashion.  Each writing assignment (Lab) and critical reading assignment is officially due to me at the beginning of the class on the assigned date.  If the assignment is turned in any time after that specific time, for any reason, then I’ll have to deduct 20% of the points for that assignment for each 24 hour period, or portion thereof that the assignment is late.  

Graded Activities and Points

Assignment







Points

Writing Assignment 1 (Lab 1)—Method Section


  20

Writing Assignment 2 (Lab 2)—Method and Results Sections
  40

Writing Assignment 3 (Lab 3)—Complete Paper


  80

Independent Project—Paper





100

Independent Project—Oral Presentation



  20

Independent Project—Poster Presentation (optional)


 (40)
Tests 1…4







  60 (each)

Critical Readings 1…3





  20 (each)
Total Points 







560 (600)

Grades:

Your grade will be determined by your test scores, your scores on the research reports including the independent project, your scores on the critical readings, and your score on your oral research presentation.  If you elect to do a poster, there will be an additional number of points that you can earn.  Refer to the separate scale on the right for the total that pertains to you if you do a poster.  At the end of the semester, all of the points you have accumulated on these activities will be evaluated according to the following scale:

                                      Points              Grade

Scale for Poster Presenters

                                     504-560              A

540-600
                                     448-503              B

480-539
                                     392-447              C

420-479
                                     336-391              D

360-419
                                         0-335              F

    0-359
