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Psychology 3870 
Social Psychology
Spring, 2010
Professor: 	Steve Scher
Office: 	Physical Sciences 3143
Office Phone: 	581-7269
Home Phone: 	239-4262
e-Mail: 	sjscher@eiu.edu
Office Hours: 
	Mon, 10:30 am – 11:45 am
	Tue., 3:15pm – 4:15pm 
	Thurs., 11 am  - 12:15 pm
Website: 	ux1.eiu.edu/~sjscher
Social Psychology is the scientific study of how we think about other people, and how the presence of other people affects our thinking, our feelings, and our behavior.  Social Psychology as a formal scientific discipline has been around for about 100 years.  In that time, social psychologists have come up with two major ideas that guide a lot of social psychology research and theory: the power of the situation and the social construction of reality.  Social psychologists have also discovered a large number of facts about people’s thoughts, feelings, and behaviors.  
In this class, we will try to learn about the power of the situation and the social construction of reality.  We will also try to experience and learn about many of the facts about thoughts, feelings, and behaviors that social psychologists have studied.
Because we are all social beings, social psychology also relates clearly to our everyday lives.  Another goal for this class is to try and see how at least some of the things that social psychologists study have some relationship to our everyday lives.
Class Format:
Although there will occasionally be short lectures in this class, the majority of our time will be spent doing exercises, watching videos, and discussing our experiences.  In order for this to work, it is crucial that you have done the required reading for each topic.  Otherwise, you won’t understand how the material in-class relates to the topics of social psychology.
In part to help motivate you to do your reading, we will have quizzes almost every week (except for the weeks when we have exams).    Each quiz will cover one chapter in the book (except for the first quiz, which will cover the first 2 chapters).  Quizzes will be multiple choice, and all material will come from the book.
IMPORTANT: The quizzes will be given before we formally cover the material in class.  The class before each quiz, you will have the opportunity to ask questions about the readings for the upcoming quiz.  However, this means you will have to do the reading and prepare questions before class.
We will also have 3 exams in this class.  The exams will be all essay.  They will be based on the material we cover in class.  In general, I will ask you to explain exercises and demonstrations in relation to social psychology research or theory.
You will also be asked to complete three incident reports, and there will be four other homework assignments.  You will also be asked to bring in ads or other persuasive messages for one demonstration, and you will be asked to collect data for another demonstration.  Details of these assignments will be provided as they get closer.
Grades:
Your final grade in this class will be based on a total of 1000 points:
There will be 8 quizzes.  I will drop your lowest quiz score.  Therefore, there will be 7 quizzes counted in your final grade.  Each quiz is worth 50 points, for a total of 350 quiz points.
There will be three exams.  Each exam is worth 133 points, for a total of 399 points.
There will be three incident reports.  Each will be worth 25 points, for a total of 75 points.
There will be 4 homework assignments. Each will be worth 35 points, for 140 points total.
You will receive 18 points for bringing in an ad or other persuasive message, and 18 points for completing a data collection assignment.  This is a total of 36 points for these two assignments.
Final grades will be assigned based on the following scale:
900-1000 Points	A
800-899 Points	B
700-799 Points	C
600-699 Points	D
Below 600	F
A Note on Attendance:  I will not be taking attendance in this class.  However, there are at least two reasons that you should regularly attend class (aside from the fact that you will learn more if you come to class!).  Firstly, we have quizzes almost every other class.  Therefore, frequent absences will mean you will miss quizzes.  Secondly, the exams will be based on in-class activities – most of which are not available anywhere else.  
If you miss exams or quizzes, I will expect written documentation of the reason for your absence.  Make-up exams or quizzes will be given for legitimate, documented absences.  Late homeworks or incident reports will only be accepted under unusual conditions.


Tentative Class Schedule
	Jan 12
	First Day of Class
	Read the Syllabus

	Jan 14
	What is Social Psychology?
The Power of the Situation
The Social Construction of Reality
	Read Chapter 1

	Jan 19
	Discussion of Construal and the Power of the Situation
Questions about Chapters 1 & 2
	Read Chapter 2

	Jan 21
	QUIZ: Chapter 1 & 2
Social Psychology Methods
	

	 Jan 26
	Discussion of Hypothesis Generation
Ethics of Social Psychology Research
	Homework 1 Due

	Jan 28
	Methods & Ethics
	

	Feb 2
	The Stanford Prison Experiment
	

	Feb 4
	Discussion of the Methods and Ethics of the SPE Study
Questions about Chapter 3
	Read Chapter 3

	Feb 9
	QUIZ: Chapter 3
Decision making, person perception.
	Homework 2 Due

	Feb 11
	Priming
Exam Review
	

	Feb 16
	EXAM 1
	

	Feb 18
	Attribution Theory
	Read Chapter 4

	Feb 23
	Biases in Attribution
Questions about Chapter 4
	Data Collection Due.

	Feb 25
	QUIZ: Chapter 4
The Fundamental Attribution Error
	

	Mar 2
	Attribution and Attitudes
Questions about Chapter 6
	Read Chapter 6

	Mar 4
	QUIZ: Chapter 6
Attitudes, Attitude-Behavior Consistency
	

	Mar 9
	Cognitive Dissonance
Questions about Chapter 7
	Incident Report (Ch 3 or 4) Due
Read Chapter 7

	Mar 11
	QUIZ: Chapter 7
Persuasion
	Bring in an Ad

	Mar 23
	Social Influence for Charity
	

	Mar 25
	Discussion of Social Influence
Conformity
Questions about Chapter 8
	Read Chapter 8

	Mar 30
	QUIZ: Chapter 8
Obedience to Authority
	

	Apr 1
	Obedience to Authority
Exam Review
	

	Apr 6
	EXAM 2
	

	Apr 8
	Prejudice & Stereotyping
Questions about Chapter 9
	Read Chapter 9
Incident Report (Ch 6, 7, 8) Due

	Apr 13
	QUIZ: Chapter 9
Is prejudice going down.
	Homework 3 Due

	Apr 15
	Love and Relationships
Questions about Chapter 13
	Read Chapter 13

	Apr 20
	QUIZ: Chapter 1
Evolution and Love: What do Men & Women Want?
	

	Apr 22

	Other Factors Affecting Love
	

	Apr 27
	Love Scavenger Hunt
	

	Apr 29
	Discussion of the Love Scavenger Hunt
	Incident Report (Ch. 9 or 13) Due

	May 6
	EXAM  3
	Homework 4 Due
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