SYLLABUS-PSY 4585 (Special Topics Course)-Psychopathology In Film & Memoir

PREREQUISITE COURSE: 3780/Abnormal Behavior

Texts: Wedding, Boyd, Niemiec, Movies & Mental Illness: Using Films to Understand Psychopathology; Dully, Howard and Fleming, Charles, My Lobotomy; O’Malley, Suzanne, “Are You There Alone?”(The Unspeakable Crime of Andrea Yates); Simon, Lizzie,  Detour: My Bipolar Road Trip in 4-D (all available textbook library)
Hanft-Martone/Office: 4049 (4th floor) Phys. Sci. Bldg.
Phone: 581-6418 
 Email: mhanft@eiu.edu
Office Hours/Spring, 2010: Wednesdays 2:00-3:00; Tues/Thurs 10:00-11:30
Course Description 

The underlying purpose of this course is to investigate how film and memoir can serve to broaden our understanding of psychopathology as well as psychological treatment of disorders.   There are four texts for this course in the text book library, including a basic text, MOVIES AND MENTAL ILLNESS, co-authored by applied psychologists and a professor of nursing, which explores how films can be used to understand psychopathology,  a co-authored memoir by a man who had a lobotomy as a 12 year old, a memoir by a young adult with a diagnosis of bipolar mood disorder, and a journalist’s account of the Andrea Yates murders, which argues that under different circumstances, Yates would have, in the original case, been sent to a mental health facility under court supervision due to her diagnosis—not given a life sentence.  As an example of some of the critical thinking required in the course, this book will be compared and contrasted with a film from the late 1970’s by Jules Dassin, starring Ellen Burstyn and Melina Mercouri (her last film), A Dream of Passion, which, though entirely fictional, has some startling parallels to the crime and explores Euripides’ play, Medea.  The course will also include in-class and outside of class viewing of films and the option of reading an additional complete memoir for the final project. 

Course Outline:

Unit 1

Films & Psychopathology, Memoir & Psychopathology-introductory issues, views of dissociative and somatoform disorders, substance abuse disorders. 

Film Excerpts to be announced…Highlight films: THE PIANO, RACHEL GETTING MARRIED.
Unit 2

Disorders with enduring issues and ongoing new neuroscientific insights: anxiety disorders, mood disorders, schizophrenia and delusional disorders, mental retardation and autism spectrum disorders as well as issues of appropriate and inappropriate treatment.
Reading of MY LOBOTOMY & DETOUR
Film Excerpts to be announced… Highlight film: THE SOLOIST
Some excerpts (long and short): SCENT OF A WOMAN, THE HOURS, IN HER SHOES, THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES

4585-Syllabus-continued
Unit 3

Controversial Issues/ Interplay between Social Issues and Portrayal of Psychopathology: personality disorders, sexual and gender identity disorders, violence/ abuse/ antisocial behavior, treatment issues.

FILM Excerpts to be announced…Highlight films: A DREAM OF PASSION, ONCE WERE WARRIORS, PRECIOUS (pending availability)
Requirements, Assignments, Grades
There will be two exams in PSY 4585, a midterm and a final, which will cover unit 3 and will not be comprehensive.  Both tests will be essay-style in format.  There will be two  response papers regarding the reading of DETOUR (by Lizzie Simon) and MY LOBOTOMY.  There will be one final paper/project for the course that will require an in-depth focus on the portrayal of a specific mental disorder requiring additional viewing of films, close reading of a memoir, or both.  There will also be a participation grade for this course based on 5 short (1 page) written assignments based on reading assignments, in-class lectures, discussions, and film viewing.   These will be assigned randomly during class in order to encourage regular attendance and group viewing of films.
Assignments With Regard to Weight
Midterm: 20%

Response Papers-Simon, Dully :20%


Test 2 (Final): 20%
Participation papers (5) 20%

Final paper/project: 20%

Each unit in this course will span approximately 5 weeks.  The final paper/project will be due on the TUESDAY of the final week of classes, NOT during EXAM WEEK.   

Policies
Guidelines for major assignments--the response papers based on the Simon and Dully books and the final paper-project-- will be given well in advance of the due dates for these assignments.  Tests will be essay format and items will be selected from questions you will be given to study in advance of each test.  Completion of 5 short written assignments based on what is covered in class, will determine your participation grade for the course.  Although you are responsible for your own attendance (I do not take attendance), your presence will help to determine your participation grade.  Failure to complete the participation papers will have an impact on your final grade.
As due dates will be included in guidelines for the 2 assignments that will be turned in, grades will drop 5 points for each class period an assignment is late.

Necessary adaptations will be made for any student presenting a document from the Student Disabilities Office in 9th Street Hall.

4585 Syllabus continued
Classroom Conduct Code and Classroom Etiquette

1. Academic Honesty is a priority in this class.  Any instance of plagiarism on an exam, response paper, or final project-- or cheating of any type-- will result in NO CREDIT (a zero) for the assignment at minimum.  Additional guidelines to be followed will come with specific assignments.  Please read and follow all instructions and guidelines carefully.   
2.  Be on time and remain in class throughout the class period.  This class begins at 12:30 and ends at 1:45.  
3.  Respect fellow classmates’ right to learn as well as the instructor’s goals to educate.  This includes not having distracting conversations with your neighbor or cell phone text message friends, not listening to your iPod/mp3 during class time, not reading the Daily Eastern News or other non-class material during class, and respecting others’ opinions during class.  This also means that when offering a comment or opinion, you do so respectfully, considering its relevance to the subject and to class material.  Please also refrain from walking in and out of the room during showings of films and film excerpts. While you may keep your cell phone on “vibrate,” in case of emergencies, all other electronic devices must be TURNED OFF during class.
4. Be responsible for your own learning experience.  It is not the instructor’s obligation to provide you with notes for a missed class.  Please find a classmate or two whom you can rely on in an emergency so that you can obtain notes, handouts, etc. on the rare occasion that you miss a class.  It is also not the instructor’s obligation to lend out DVD’s or videotapes of films viewed in class.  It is also your responsibility to provide the instructor with a medical excuse,  documentation of athletic commitment, documentation of death in the family, etc., should you not be able to turn in an assignment or take a test at the assigned time.
5. As a courtesy to your classmates and this instructor, please refrain from eating, drinking any beverage other than water, and sleeping during class.

