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Staff Senate Minutes – December 8, 2010
Senators Present:  Suzann Bennett, Sandy Bingham-Porter, Amanda Bos, Greg Boyd, Angie Campbell, Brad Green, Rick James, Tina Jenkins, Cay Kolling, Phil Lang, Anita Thomas, Antoine Thomas    
Senators Absent:  Maria Barrientos, Zoraida Irizarry, Matt Pederson, Linda Strange   
Guests:  William Weber, V. P. Business Affairs  
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Green at 1:17 p.m.  
Old Business:
1.  Constitution/Bylaws- the Ad-Hoc Constitution/By-Laws Committee presented an overview of the make-up of the Staff Senate.  Some problems with the current representation were identified by the Committee and brought to the attention of the entire Senate.  The areas identified as misrepresented are as follows:


A.  Appointed- “President of the Council of University Administrators or their appointee”- this council no longer exists at Eastern and no replacement Council or appointee has ever been named to that position, leaving it vacant.

B.  Elected- “one Senator elected at large from the non-negotiated trades staff” – this position is now filled by a Senator from the negotiated area but needs to be filled by a staff person from the non-negotiated trades area. 

C.  Elected- “one Senator elected from Contract Appointment staff (Peace Meal and other grants).  - This position is vacant.

D.  Elected-“two Senators elected at large from the non-negotiated employees, excluding the trades and negotiated Physical Plant staff” – Staff Senate has 3 senators from non-negotiated employees excluding the trades and negotiated Physical Plant staff.


E. Elected- “four Senators elected at large from Union 981 bargaining unit – these positions do not have to be split 2/2 between BSW/Food Service and Clerical Technical as indicated on the ballot in the last election.  That resulted in a person being elected who received less votes that the 3rd highest vote-getter in the other category. 
Senators discussed possible remedies to the situation but were unable to decide upon the best solution.  President Green then asked the Senators to formulate some proposals and bring them to the January meeting or send them to a committee member for further discussion. 
New Business:
1.   New Business – 

VP Weber informed the Senate about the launch of a new website detailing a new strategic planning process which will begin in 2011.  This process will look at actions that can be taken academically and financially in order to set a path for EIU over the next 5-10 years.  A Steering Committee will be formed in mid-January from all constituencies on campus to develop a short, comprehensive plan.  Meetings will begin in February engaging campus and external constituents.   

-The Renewable Energy Center should be ready for start up in April 2011.


-New fire doors are being installed in Old Main and are in keeping with the décor of the building.


-As of 11/30/10, Eastern has received $500,000.00 from the State.

Brad stated that President Perry approached him about forming a new Shared Governance Committee and asked for names of Senators who would be willing to serve on that Committee.  Angie Campbell, Sandy Bingham-Porter, Greg Boyd and Cay Kolling volunteered to serve.

Antoine Thomas reported that the ITS Search Committee is working well together and had received approx. 45 applications.  They are in the process of narrowing down those applications and will conduct phone interviews in about 2 weeks. 
Committee Reports:

Parking Appeals Committee –Suzann Bennett had read all parking appeals on file at UPD. 
Council on University Planning and Budget (CUPB) – Council met after the Master Plan forum.  No report.   
Environmental Health and Safety Committee – Committee working on the Emergency Operations Plan for summer of 2012 and possible wind energy implementation. 
University Union Advisory Committee – No report. 
University Naming Committee – Committee will meet on December 9, 2010.  There is a request to the Committee from EIU professor about renaming Douglas Hall.  Discussion ensued about it.  Staff Senate then voted on a “Motion Against Renaming Douglas Hall”.  Motion passed with all members in attendance voting yes except for 1 Abstention. 
Staff/Faculty Senate Relations Committee – No report.
Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 2:40 p.m. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Suzann Bennett, Recorder
Next meeting:  January 12, 2011 at 1:15 p.m. in the Schahrer Room.  

