Staff Senate Minutes: February 10, 2010
SENATORS PRESENT:  Cay Kolling, Sandy Bingham-Porter, Linda Strange, Amanda Bos, Joann Daugherty, Brad Green, Greg Boyd,  Angie Campbell, Marcus Ricci, Phil Lang, and Suzann Bennett
SENATORS ABSENT:   Matt Pederson, Maria Barrientos, Antoine Thomas
GUESTS:  VP Bill Weber, Krishna Thomas, Gary Reed, Dave Evers
The meeting was called to order by President Cay Kolling at 1:15 pm.
Guest Speakers
Krishna Thomas, Faculty Development brought information concerning the University's initiative on integrated learning.  A workshop for all faculty, staff and students will be hosted on April 8.  Dr. Pat Hutchings will speak, More than the sum of the parts: Fostering Integrative Learning.  Please use the CATS web site for more information and registration.  http://cats.eiu.edu/FacultyDevelopmentRegistration/index.asp

Gary Reed, Facilities, Planning and Management introduced Dave Evers of Honeywell.  Dave discussed the ongoing energy conservation measures on campus.  There are 22 energy savings projects at various stages of completion that will help pay down the cost of the new renewable energy center.  These projects represent an investment of approximately $80 million to campus energy savings.  The new energy center is scheduled be operational in the spring of 2011.  A new switch yard will allow delivery of higher electricity voltage to campus and thus less cost for the University.  The project also includes an electric co-generator and biomass fuel use.  The new Energy Center will begin by burning 2" wood chips.  Locally grown fuel is being explored and the old steam plant will be repurposed.  A conference/class room will be in the new plant and student involvement project proposals are being sought.  Pay back through energy savings is approximately 22 years.

Textbook Rental is on schedule for students returning books to the new building east of Carman Hall.  
Committee Reports
Union Advisory Board:  Senator Lang reported the committee is reviewing prior activities and starting on the senior award.
CUPB:  Additional discussion included the Furlough Policy.  
Environment Health and Safety:  The committee will meet on February 11.  

University Naming:  A waiting area in the Human Services building has been named in honor of Dr. Heath.
Continuing Business:
Informational:  

VP Weber reported SURS will be on campus and encourages everyone to attend and plan for the future.  There is also a limited internal search to name an interim Associated Vice President for Information Technology Services.  Efforts are also underway to establish the groundwork for University planning in 2010.  Methods of collecting information from the entire campus are being explored.
The meeting adjourned at 2:40 pm.  The next meeting will be held on March 10, at 1:15 p.m. in the Schahrer Room.  
Respectfully submitted,
Sandy Bingham-Porter

