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Staff Senate Minutes – November 13, 2010
Senators Present:  Suzann Bennett, Amanda Bos, Brad Green, Rick James, Tina Jenkins, Cay Kolling, Phil Lang, Matt Pederson, Linda Strange, Anita Thomas, Antoine Thomas    
Senators Absent:  Maria Barrientos, Sandy Bingham-Porter, Greg Boyd, Angie Campbell, Zoraida Irizarry   
Guests:  Barbara Burke, Athletics Director, Chuck Phillips, Human Resources, William Weber, V. P. Business Affairs, David Viertel, Faculty Senate Liaison    
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Green at 1:15 p.m.  
Old Business:
1.  Campus Clean-Up Day- Brad stated that Justin Perry, Grounds Dept., responded that a clean-up project would be possible if a person from Grounds accompanied our group.  Brad is planning for a clean-up to take place in the spring, possibly in April.  
2.  Constitution/Bylaws- The meeting in December will be devoted to reviewing the Constitution and Bylaws and discussing ways to improve, update and amend them.
New Business:

1.  Presentation by Director Burke – Barbara Burke presented the Intercollegiate Athletics “Blueprint for Success” which is a part of the current Campus Master Plan and available for viewing on-line.  Burke stated that she initially started working on a plan soon after coming to EIU and formed a committee of faculty, staff and administrators to set goals and plan for the future of athletics at Eastern.  Eight (8) goals were formulated to take place over a five year period (The Strategic Plan 2010-2015) and are highlighted in the “Mission for Excellence”.  Repairs and upgrades were planned to integrate into the University mission and to fit into the overall Master Plan.  It is a “forward-thinking” plan.  Some concerns focused on by the committee during the planning stage were “what is the positive impact on our students” and “how can we bridge 4th Street – the bridge between academics and athletics”.  She detailed the construction of a new football stadium which would be situated along 4th Street (Eastern has the worst turf in the OVC), a new soccer field along 4th Street, a new women’s softball field area, and indoor practice facility, revamping the current O’Brien Field into a track and field venue to retain the IHSA track &  field state championships at Eastern, a new Panther Performance Center with a 400-500 seat auditorium situated South-east of the current Lantz Arena, the shift of the area’s drainage system (and Campus Pond) to an alternate location, and showed changes in parking lots and traffic flow.  The funds for construction will come from individual donors and corporate donors with naming rights as legacy opportunities.  The overall cost would be in the millions of dollars.  The new facilities are looked at as a recruiting tool for new student athletes, the general student population, prospective faculty, staff and a mechanism to further integrate the Charleston community with EIU.  Last year, student-athlete fee and tuition payments added $3 million to EIU.  Burke said the combined GPA of student athletes in spring 2010 was over 3.0, with the current GPA of football players at 2.77 and 54 student-athletes earning a perfect 4.0.  Current student-athletes exceed the level set by NCAA standards.  Eastern leads the state in graduation rates of athletes amongst all Illinois state institutions.  

Senators asked many questions during the presentation, mainly dealing with availability of funding sources, traffic problems anticipated along 4th Street with the new football stadium, parking problems for faculty and staff, and the relocation of the Campus Pond.  
2.  Other New Business – 

VP Weber commented on the timeline for completion of the Renewable Energy Center.  Work on the dirt tunnels and disrupted traffic flow on 9th Street should be finished sometime in December.  The Doudna parking lot off 9th Street will not be accessible until next April while tunnel work is underway there.  Access to that parking lot will be available from the alleyway.  The current power plant will be retained and overlap the start of the new plant for one year, then the old power plant will be shut down in June 2012.  EIU will be hosting a week-long State wide IEMA Emergency Response Event in connection with the shut-down.  The new facility at that location outlined in the Master Plan will house Financial Aid, Admissions, Advising, ITS and CATS. 
Committee Reports:

Parking Appeals Committee – No report   
Council on University Planning and Budget (CUPB) – Council met and charged the VP subcommittees to meet with their respective vice presidents to review the alternative revenue sources suggested by the Education Advisory Board.  VP’s will share findings with the Council.   
Environmental Health and Safety Committee – Phil Lang said planning was still ongoing for the Emergency Operations Plan to take place in summer of 2012 
University Union Advisory Committee – No report 
University Naming Committee – No report
Staff/Faculty Senate Relations Committee – No report
Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 2:27 p.m. 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Suzann Bennett, Recorder

Next meeting:  December 8, 2010 at 1:15 p.m. in the Schahrer Room.  

