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Staff Senate Minutes

Regular Meeting

March 9, 2011 – 1:15 p.m.

Schahrer Room

Senators Present:  Suzann Bennett, Sandy Bingham-Porter, Amanda Bos, Angie Campbell, Brad Green, Zoraida Irizarry, Rick James, Tina Jenkins, Phil Lang, Matt Pederson, Linda Strange, Anita Thomas

Senators Absent:  Maria Barrientos, Greg Boyd, Cay Kolling, Antoine Thomas

Guests:  Steve Rich, Director, Alumni Services and Michelle Payne, Director, Annual Fund/Commencement

Call to Order:  President Green called the meeting to order at 1:18 p.m.

Presentation by Guests:  Steve Rich and Michelle Payne talked to the Senate about the importance of staff participation in giving to EIU.  They explained ways that staff could make donations to the university, either by a gift to a specific college/building fund/program or if no choice is made as to where a donation might go, then to an “unrestricted fund”.  100 “team captains” (individuals on campus) have been indentified to help facilitate the “I Expect Greatness” fund drive by distributing enrollment forms to faculty and staff.  The campaign starts on March 21, 2011, and will end six weeks later on April 29, 2011.  Gifts can be made through payroll deduction or as a one-time gift.  Emails will be sent out to staff four (4) times explaining the drive.  Last year 20% of employees made a donation of $1.00 or more.
Approval of Minutes:  Minutes of February 9, 2011, meeting were approved electronically as written.

Old Business:

- Constitution/Bylaws – The Constitution/Bylaws Committee contacted the university legal counsel to seek advice on the best way to make changes to the Constitution or Bylaws.  Rob Miller, University General Counsel, responded with a memo dated 2/21/11.  Senator Bennett explained that memo and then presented a petition and amendment to the bylaws which contained the suggested wording from counsel’s office.  The proposed change to the amendment reads as follows:

or a representative group has dissolved or is no longer recognized by the university.

Thus, the entire paragraph of Article VIII. – Vacancies will read:

Vacancies occur when a Senator is no longer employed at Eastern Illinois University, no longer able to serve, has been suspended, transfers from her/his represented group into another, or a representative group has dissolved or is no longer recognized by the university.  Vacancies will be filled by appointment from the represented group by the President of the Staff Senate to serve until the next regular election.  Appointments must be approved by the Staff Senate.

Discussion was held on the purpose of the amendment.  Bennett explained that because the Council of University Administrators no longer exists on EIU’s campus and the designate of President or their appointee no longer applies, the Senate needed a way to fill this vacant position.  The amendment would allow for a staff person from A/P (the represented group) to be appointed and fill the long-vacant position.  

Senator Pederson made the motion to accept the amendment to the Bylaws as written.  Senator Campbell 2nd the Motion.  Motion passed with “aye” vote.

Senator Bos explained her submission of four (4) different proposals for changing the representation of the Senate.  The number of elected senators from each group would be based upon its population and be reviewed every three years to re-determine the class size.  All appointment positions would be eliminated, including minority, President of 981, Chapter Chair 981, and President of Civil Service Council.  Contract Appointment position in one (1) proposal and UPD would also be eliminated.  Some senators like this proposal for its simplicity.

Another proposal drafted by Senator Kolling was discussed. It consists of a total of thirteen (13) senators; elected as follows:  two (2) from A/P, four (4) non-negotiated, three (3) Union 981, one (1) Laborers.  Appointments would be one (1) minority, President of Union 981 and President of Civil Service Council.  UPD and Contract Appointment positions would be eliminated.
Constitution/Bylaws Committee submitted their 3rd proposal which called for maintaining the current senate structure as is but allowing for the non-negotiated group to add senators based upon an increase in population.    

Senator Jenkins suggested sending out a survey to the membership to get their opinions about senate representation.

Senator Bos made a motion to table the current membership revision discussion but to continue the conversation.  Phil Lang 2nd the motion.  Motion passed with “aye” vote.

President Green said a letter had been written to send out to Contract Appointment staff to inform them of their seat on the Staff Senate, which has been vacant for many years.

- Election – Election Committee will meet to produce a Nomination Form for the upcoming April election and an article to submit to the University Newsletter giving notice of the election.  

- Other - Senator Strange asked what the Executive Committee found out about any change in policy on using vacation days for campus closure due to inclement weather/snow days.  President Green said that Vice President Weber stated in the Executive Committee meeting that President Perry had set no new policy and regular policy was in effect.  

President Green also reported that A/P and non-negotiated employees would be getting their pay raises soon.

New Business:  None

Treasurer’s Report:  Amanda Bos, Treasurer, reported there was $2, 047.50 in the Staff Senate account.

Committee Reports:

Environmental Health/Safety:  Committee still is working on state exercise.  

Union Advisory:  Cancelled meeting.

University Naming:  A proposal to rename the Textbook Rental facility after Dr. Louis Grado had been approved.

Adjournment:  Meeting was adjourned at 2:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:  Suzann Bennett, Staff Senate Secretary

Next Meeting:  April 13, 2011 1:15 p.m. in Schahrer Room

