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Staff Senate Minutes 

of Regular Meeting  
July 13, 2011 – 1:15 p.m.
Martinsville Room
Senators Present:  Suzann Bennett, Angie Campbell, Cay Kolling, Brad Green, Zoraida Irizarry, Tina Jenkins, Michelle Morgan, Matt Pederson, Patty Shonk, Anita Thomas, Antoine Thomas                 
Senators Absent:  Maria Barrientos, Tami Duzan, Rick James, Phil Lang
Guest:  Jennifer Brown, DEN reporter  
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Green at 1:21 p.m.  
Introduction of New Members/Changes to Senate Membership:  Patty Shonk, member 981, was appointed by Matt Pederson, President of 981, to fill Chapter Chair/Appointee position previously held by Linda Strange, who retired as of 6/30/11.

Amanda Bos, Senator from A & P group, left University as of 6/30/11.

Matt Pederson, President 981, informed the Senate that this would be his last meeting due to the fact that he has taken a new position with the University that is outside the 981 bargaining unit.   
Old Business:  
Constitution and Bylaws –
1.  Amendment to Bylaws - Senators reviewed the proposed Bylaws Amendment which added the words “or a representative group has dissolved or is no longer recognized by the university” to Article VIII. – Vacancies in the Staff Senate Bylaws.  The rationale for the necessity of this amendment is because the Council of University Administrators/their President/or appointee no longer exists on EIU’s campus thereby creating a vacancy on the Senate for the A/P group.  This amendment would allow a senator to be appointed from this representative group.  
Angie Campbell made a Motion to Approve the Amendment to the Bylaws; Anita Thomas 2nd the Motion; all voted in favor of the Motion with “Aye” votes.  Amendment becomes effective as of this date.
2.  Amendment to Constitution – Senators reviewed and discussed the proposed Constitutional Amendment which would change the Senate representation as follows: 
Article IV. Membership Representation and Qualifications, Section 2.  Representation
Section 2. A. 1. -  Two (2) Senators:  Two Senators elected at large from the Administrative and Professional employee group.  (Changes from 1 elected senator and 1 appointed senator)
Section 2.A.2. – Four (4) Senators:  Three Senators elected at large from the non-negotiated employee group, one Senator, either the President of the Civil Service Council or their appointee.  (Changes from 2 elected senators and 1 appointed senator)   
Section 2A.6. – One (1) Senator elected from Contract Appointment or Grant Funded employee group.  (Clarifies eligible employment group)    
Matt Pederson made a Motion to move the Amendment to the next step; Cay Kolling 2nd the Motion; all voted in favor of the Motion with “Aye” votes, except for one (1) “No” vote.  Further discussion on the amendment will be held at the next regular meeting.  Senator Bennett suggested inserting the word ‘and’ into the 2nd paragraph before “one Senator”.
3.  Standing Committees – Senators reviewed a list of current Staff Senate committees and compared them to the list of Standing Committees outlined in the Constitution.  The current operating committees are not in alignment with the Constitutional committees in name or function.  Senators had questions about the charges and operations of each committee and discussed ways to bring them back into alignment with the Constitution.  
Senator Bennett then made a motion requesting that committee members write a short summary describing their committee (what it does/how it works) and submit it to Senator Bennett.   Michelle Morgan 2nd the Motion.  All voted in favor of the Motion with “aye” votes.  
New Business:
Election of Executive Committee (Officers) – The following senators were elected as Staff Senate officers for one year terms. 

President:  Anita Thomas
Vice President:  Angie Campbell
Secretary:  Suzann Bennett
Treasurer:  Tina Jenkins
Committee Reports:
Brad Green reported that there were no CUPB meetings this summer.

Matt Pederson reported that there have been no Union Advisory meetings.

Suzann Bennett reported that all parking appeals have been read.

Angie Campbell reported on Homecoming events and about the committee’s ideas for more participation by staff and faculty.
Motion to Adjourn:  Matt Pederson made the Motion to Adjourn, Angie Campbell 2nd the Motion.  Meeting adjourned at 2:29 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted, 
Suzann Bennett, Secretary
Next meeting:  August 10, 2011 at 1:15 p.m. in the Martinsville Room 
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