
Arlie F. Aten 
Awarded Oak 
Leaf Cluster %  ?

Hidalgo A irm an W as One of Four 
| . to Receive Oak Leaf Cluster in

Lieu of a  Second A ir Medal
j The W ar D epartm ent announced 
F riday  th a t S taff Sergeant Arlie F. 
A ten of Hidalgo had been awarded an 
Oak Leaf C luster for m eritorious a c - , 
tion aga inst the enemy in N orth j 
Africa. He w as one of four Illinois I 
men to receive such decorations, the j 
others being F irs t L ieutenant L eland ; 

1 Rolf of Virginia, S taff Sergeant R ich -! 
ard  D. Croon of Nokomis and S taff 
Sergeant Lawrence W. H olgate of 

jRock Island.
The Oak Leaf Cluster is awarded 

in lieu of a second A ir Medal. Ser­
geant A ten was awarded his f irs t 
decoration last January  12 by B riga­
dier General Jam es H. Doolittle in 
N orth  Africa.

Sergeant A ten is a son of Mrs. A r­
th u r Cowger of Hidalgo vicinity and 
has been serving overseas in the U nit­
ed S tates A rm y Air Forces for sev­

e r a l  months,   j


