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Ray E. Everly, Navy recruiter, has 
ju st received a le tte r from  Orla Hous­
er, seam an firs t class, United S tates 
Navy, somewhere in A ustralia. He 
w rites: “Here I am  somewhere in
A ustralia, ju s t w aiting to get a  good 

| crack a t the Japs. I  am  a t  p resent 
a t  a rest camp and am  enjoying m y­
self very much. I have gone through 
a  jungle a t this same place.

“I weighed 140 pounds when I  en­
listed and I now weigh over 168 
pounds, so you see the N avy really 
feeds swell and all you w an t to eat. 
I  have pu t in for th ird  class petty  
officer, and tu p e  I m ake it o. k. We 
had a grand tim e coming over here 
and gave the fishes a good feed. I 
was lucky as I never got seasick.

“We have a wonderful bunch of of­
ficers and have had all the way 
through. The people here are real 
nice to us, and we are becoming fa ­
m iliar w ith their money by now. Tell 
all the gang hello for me, and if they 
w ant a real service they  ju s t can’t 
bea t the good old U nited S ta tes Navy. 
I ’m sure a f te r  the fall of Japan, 
G erm any and Ita ly  we will have a 
b e tte r  world to live in.

“Will tell you all about m y travels 
and experiences when I  see you in 
person. Keep the home fires burning 
because I ’m  sure coming back when 
this is all over. Tell all m y friends 
to w rite to me. Mail from  home helps 
a lot w ay out here.”

His address is Orla Houser, U. S. 
N avy 715, care F leet P ostm aster, San 
Francisco, California.

 ̂  ̂ ¥
K enneth “P ete” Johnson left Wed- | 

nesday a fte r  a  short furlough a t 
Newton w ith his wife, Mrs. B ette Lou 
Johnson, and his brother, P a t John­
son of Newton. He is in the United 
S ta tes M arine Corps and will go to 
South Carolina and then to Virginia 
for officers’ training. He has been in 
the service about a year. P ete is a 
form er agricu ltu ral teacher a t  the 
Newton Com munity high school and 
his wife is a  mem ber of the faculty  
here.

L ieutenant K arl Kuechler, a son of 
Mrs. F. W. Kuechler of Casey, form ­
erly of Hidalgo and Newton, w rites 
his m other from  N orth  A frica: 
“Don’t  w orry  about me as I  am  per­
fectly  all rig h t and am  feeling the 
best I  ever did. I  like it  over here. 
The sun sure has tanned my face and 
neck. The w eather here is fine and 
the countryside is very sim ilar to 
Illinois but is much more beautiful; 
soft rolling hills covered w ith  all



types of vegetation. I t  sure is p re tty  
and I  wish you could see it.

“The food is very good here. We 
get the best of m eats but the vege­
tables are canned or dehydrated.

| L ittle or no native produce is used. 
You sure can’t  spend any money 
around here. There is nothing to 
buy, but I don’t  need anything, how­
ever. We expect to have movies soon 
and a post exchange. I had an ex- J 
ceptionally fine boat trip  and I en­
joyed it the most of anything in the 
Arm y.”

* * * * * *
Carl C. Allen was home on a few 

days leave from  the Navy, visiting 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Alva M. j 
Allen and relatives and friends. He 
is a t  New York now. He will have 
R adar work when he gets back. An- 

| other son, Don C. Allen, is in the 
field artillery. He has been moved 

| from  Yakima, W ashington, to F o rt 
I Sill, Oklahoma.

Mr. and Mrs. E arl Heady of near 
Newton are in receipt of a  la tte r  
from  their-son, Staff Sergeant Ardell 
Heady, who is in Colonel E lliott ( 
Roosevelt’s photographic group of the 
United S tates A rm y A ir Force on , 
the N orth  A frican w ar theatre, s ta t-  | 
ing th a t he had a  new job. “I  can’t 
tell you w hat it  is,” he added. He is 
well.

Captain Howard J. Nagle spent the 
week end in Jasper county w ith his 
wife, who is visiting her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. John H. M ahaney of South 
Muddy township, and his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. H. N agle of near Willow 
Hill. C aptain Nagle is expected to 
go overseas w ith a  U nited S tates 
Arm y Signal Corps un it in the near 
future.

* * * * *
P riva te  P aul J. Reep has been 

transferred  from  Muroc A ir Base, 
California, to the A rm y A dm inistra­
tive school a t  Los Angeles. He is 
living a t  a hotel and m arches five 
blocks to school.

His address is Room 416, M argann 
Hotel, 735 South H artfo rd  avenue, 
Los Angeles, California.

* * * * *
P riva te  F irs t Class and Mrs. 

Robert Rohr of S an ta  M aria A ir Base, 
California, and Miss Susan Rohr of 
D ecatur were Sunday guests of Mr. 
and Mrs. E lm er J. Rohr of Newton, 
their parents. Bob is stationed a t  
Santa M aria in the A rm y A ir Force.

* * * * * *
Ralph Shinn, who has been in the 

U nited S tates A rm y for nearly  a 
year, is home, having been discharg­
ed as over age. He will re tu rn  to his 
farm  south of Newton. •

* * * * * *
P riva te  H arry  Cornwell has been 

visiting his father, E. E. Cornwell of 
Newton, and other relatives. He is 
stationed a t an A rm y camp in Florida 
south of Jacksonville.


