
! Two Wheeler Men 
Receive Illinois Rail- ^  /  
road Safety Nedals

Samuel G. W ard and E arl D. W il­
son of W heeler were awarded safety  

| medals by the Illinois Central ra il­
road a t Effingham , Saturday, follow­
ing a dinner a t the Benwood hotel for 
Mr. and Mrs. W ard and Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilson. The presentation  w as made 
by T. J. Brosnahan of Palestine, sup­
ervisor, Mr. W ard’s im m ediate super­
ior before he w as retired  as a see- j 

I tion foreman. J. S. Buswell of Pales- ' 
tine, trainm aster, w as also in attend- 

; ance.
The m edals were of solid silver,

| p lated w ith gold, and bore the Illi­
nois C entral diamond emblem on one 

1 side and an engraved m essage on the ' 
other. Mr. W ard’s said: “Samuel G.
W ard for discovering m ain trac k  I 

j w ashout near Wheeler, 111., May 24, | 
1943.” Mr. W ilson’s read: “E arl D.
Wilson for reporting  m ain trac k  w ash­
out near Wheeler, 111., May 24, 1943.” 
A “F lash  Flood”

On the night of May 24, a  rain  
estim ated a t six inches, produced a 
“flash flood” in Muddy creek a t 

; Wheeler, which brought the creek to 
the highest point ever known and 
into a num ber of houses and buildings, 
as w^ell as over the track. Mr. W ard 
suspected th a t the track  m ight be i 
washed out and as soon as he could 1 
determ ine this, had Mr. Wilson te le­
phone the Illinois Central station  a t 
Newton, and together they flagged 
down tra ins which m ight have gone 
into the bad section of track  w ith 

, d isastrous results.
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