
Daniel C. Turner, seam an f irs t 
class, United S tates Navy, w rites the 
P ress from an unnam ed Southw est 
Pacific base, under date of December 
16: “Today I celebrated m y tw enty-
fourth  birthday out here in the South­
w est Pacific, I can’t  tell you where, 
and I have thought all day about the 
day I spent in Newton a year ago 
To top it all off I received my New­
ton P ress for my birthday present.

“Lots of things have happened 
since I was home. I was m arried 
shortly  afte r I arrived a t San F ra n ­
cisco and now I have a son. When 
I ’ll get to see him  is beyond me or 
anyone else except the Navy, I  guess.

“I ’d give ju s t about anything to 
ge t back to the little  old dead town 
of Newton, for it is ju s t home. No 
m a tte r  where home is, it  is home a l­
ways. T hat is why we are out here 
to keep it  as i t  is—a place to come 
back to th a t is decent.”

 ̂ $ $ $ $ $
R obert Burgund sends his wife the 

following poem from  overseas:
1920th T ruck Company 
H ere we are full of fun,
Our trucks are always on the run, 
W e’ve hauled everything under the 

sun,
F rom  a p in t of gas to a  load of guns. 
Our trucks are always on the go,
I t  m akes no difference if i t ’s mud or 

snow,
If  there is anything to haul,
We are always ready to go.
We haul your bombs,
Also your gas,
We will keep on hauling,
'Till the w ar is past.
We have drivers from  every state , 
They will not stop 'till they are 

through H itler’s gate.
They love everything; 'nea th  the blue 

sky,
And are coming hom e^in the sw eet 

bye and bye.



A nother class of skilled tan k  m e­
chanics trained  to keep the big Gen- | 
e ra ! Shermans, General G rants, and 
the ir little brothers, the ligh t tanks, I 
roaring into combat, has been g ra d - . 

I uated this week from  the Arm ored 
I School T ank  departm ent a t  F o rt 
I Knox, Kentucky.
| G raduates included Corporal Clar- 
Leno§ W. Wade, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
C. E. W ade of Sainte Marie.

D uring the ir train ing  in the Tank 
departm en t the soldier students w ork­
ed w ith  the sam e tools issued to field 
crews and under the conditions they 
are  likely to  encounter in the field. 
They studied the mechanisms of the 
various tanks, from  track  to  tu rre t, 
tearing  them  dowrn to learn how to 

; keep them  moving in combat.
The Arm ored school, one of the 

la rgest technical institu tions in the 
I world, is commanded by Brigadier 
| General Joseph A. Holly. I t  gradu- 
j ates m any tim es more students each 
! year than  the la rg est civilian univer­
sities or colleges.

 ̂ #
Dale King w rites his parents, Mr. 

and Mrs. Ona King of Falmouth, from  
f the Naval Air S tation a t Seattle, 
(W ashington: “I t  is now about twen-
, ty  m inutes of 7:00 p. m. and I  am 
\ s ittin g  here in the w riting  room w rit­

ing this letter. I  haven’t been doing 
' much today. I wish I  could of been 
home to help butcher and ea t some 
of th a t tenderloin. Yes, I  ra th e r 
th ink  th a t was m aking p re tty  good 
tim e butchering.

“Glad to  hear you have been having 
nice weather. I  haven’t  seen any



snow since I  w as back in F a rra g u t in 
boot camp.

“I don’t  know for sure but I heard 
th a t Julius Pearm an w ent somewhere 
to go to Armed Guard school. I  think 
th a t is a very short school about four 
or five weeks, I think. Myself I 
don’t  care for it. I left him in O. G. 
U. (out going unit) back in F a r ra ­
gu t.”

sji
Aviation Cadet Gordon E. M artin 

spent his Christm as furlough a t  home 
visiting his parents, Mr. and Mrs. B ert 
M artin of Yale, and other relatives 
and friends. Gordon left Saturday  for 
Cambridge, M assachusetts, where he 
is tak ing  an advanced course in 
meteorology a t  M assachusetts In s ti­
tu te  of Technology.

Gordon was a student in electrical 
engineering a t the U niversity of Illi­
nois before he enlisted in the Army. 
His address is A /C  Gordon E. M artin, 
Hayden 107, M assachusetts Institu te  
of Technology, Cambridge, M assachu­
setts.

P riva te F irs t Class and Mrs. Oral 
King, and Mr. and Mrs. B. F. F ergu ­
son were F riday  afternoon callers a t 
the. home of Gordon and family. Oral 
recently returned from  A frica a f te r  a 
year’s service w ith the Ninety-second 
Armored Division. He is well, and 
looking fine.

5: s}:

Sergeant John F. W eber Jr. w rites 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. John F. 
Weber of Newton, th a t recently  while 
driving his jeep along the road in 
N orth A frica he picked up two sol­
diers. One saw  his identification tag  
w ith the nam e Weber, and asked, 
“Are you from  Newton, Illinois?” 
When Bud answered, “Yes, I ’m John* 
W eber’s son.” The other replied, “I ’m 
Quincy Vanderhoof’s boy.” He was 
Technical Sergeant Merl Vanderhoof.

They hadn’t  known each other in 
Newton, and m eeting in N orth  A frica 
was one of the w ar’s oddities.

Technical Sergeant Chester F. 
Shedlebower recently  spent a short 
furlough w ith  his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. H arry  Shedlebower of Willow 
Hill and his sister, Mrs. Wilson B ak­
er and fam ily of Yale. He enlisted in 
the A ir Corps in April, 1941, and has 
been serving as a radio operator and 
aerial gunner. Due to ill health  he 
was recently  given an honorable dis­
charge.

D uring the tim e he has been in ser­
vice he was aw arded four medals. He 
was enroute to his home and wife in 
Delaware.

$ $ $ $ $ $



• Corporal Ralph E. W atkins w rites 
t his parents, Mr. and Mrs. John R.

W atkins of Newton vicinity, from  
■ overseas where he is w ith an Arm y
• Air Force F erry ing  squadron: “I

haven’t  been into town yet and don’t
: know much about things here. I 

think m ost of us boys are going to
• give w hat candy and gum we get to 

the children around here. Their eyes 
really sparkle when you give them  
some.”

# * * # * #
Mrs. A1 Stanley of Newton was 

very pleasantly surprised la st week 
when her nephew, Technical Sergeant 
Alex Leary of Rochester, New York, 
made her a visit on his way home 
from  Louisiana. He spent three days 
with her. Sergeant Leary  expects to 
be shipped out of this country early  
in January . The Leary tw ins visited 
in Newton several tim es when small 
boys.

* * * * * *
Hidalgo, December 29.—Miss V ir­

ginia Caudill, who has visited here 
a lot, was in th a t serious tra in  wreck 
in N orth  Carolina, two weeks ago. 
Her back was injured, but she was 
able to help give firs t aid. Miss Cau­
dill is a Spar, and was on her w ay 
home to D ecatur for a Christm as fu r­
lough. H er m other is Mrs. M yrtie 
Hutson.

% % H* * *
P rivate Eugene H olt visited his



brother, Jesse Holt of Newton, this 
week, enroute back to  an Army camp 
in N orth Carolina, afte r visiting his 
wife a t Gary, Indiana. He was late 
and missed his tra in  to go on his fu r­
lough and this was the tra in  which 
was wrecked a couple of weeks ago 
w ith the loss of m any lives.

$ $ $ $
P riva te F irs t Class John Flanagan, 

who is in Iran, w rites his parents, City 
Officer and Mrs. Tom F lanagan of 
Newton, th a t he is well and feeling 
fine, and th a t Bobby L. Bower is also 
well. They are now separated by a 
hundred miles, although form erly were 
in the same company.

* * * * * &
Lieutenant and Mrs. Harold G. 

Leffler, returned to Crawfordsville, 
Indiana, Monday, a fte r  spending 
Christm as day a t the home of her 
parents, Dr. and Mrs. J. R. W attle- 
worth, and Christm as evening a t  the 
home of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. ■ 
Roy Leffler of W est Liberty.

* * * * * *
P rivate Lon Cleaver Jr. was here 

from  Camp Grant, Rockford, for a 
short Christm as furlough w ith his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Lon Cleaver of 
Newton vicinity.

Mr. and Mrs. R obert Wilson of F o rt 
Knox, Kentucky, spent Christm as 
day w ith his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hugh Wilson of W est L iberty and 
th a t night w ith her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Clarence Sparks of Bogota. They 
returned to  camp, Sunday.

Eugene Mitchell, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Orval O. Mitchell of Kansas, 
who is in the Navy, stationed a t  F ar- 

‘ ragut, Idaho, was home for C hrist­
mas. He received a telegraph to re ­
tu rn  Monday to F arrag u t, p repara­
tory  to being sent to school. Mr. and 
Mrs. Mitchell are form er Jasperites. 

* * * * * *
Corporal W ilfred C. H arrison of j 

M attoon left Tuesday afternoon for j 
A tlanta, Georgia, where he is sta tion ­
ed. Mrs. H arrison accompanied him.

His address is Corporal W ilfred C. 
H arrison, 62nd General hospital, care 
Lawson General hospital, A tlanta, 
Georgia.

* * * * * *
Jack  H utson arrived home Tuesday 

morning. Jack  has been on K iska j 
for a long time. He hadn’t  heard 
from  his folks in three months. This j 
was a very good la te  Christm as g ift | 
for his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Kin | 
Hutson of Hidalgo



Mr. and Mrs. Neal Fehrenbacher of 
Ingraham  vicinity received a cable­
gram  from  their son, P riva te F irs t 
Class Edwin C. Fehrenbacher, who is 
somewhere in A ustralia, wishing them  
all H appy Holiday greetings.

* * * * * *
Virginia Ann G raham  called her 

mother, Mrs. E rm a Graham  of New­
ton, to wish everyone a M erry C hrist­
m as and a H appy New Year. She 
has been prom oted to seam an firs t 
class in the Waves. ,

* # * * * *
Corporal and Mrs. F lorent J. F ear 

returned to Texas where he is s ta ­
tioned afte r a fifteen day furlough 
w ith  his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
F ear of Newton.

P riva te  F irs t Class H arry  Swick is 
home on a  fifteen day furlough, v isit­
ing his m other, Mrs. Inez Eaton, now 
of Chicapaign, and his grand-parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Greenwood of F a l­
mouth, who are both ill.

$ $ $ $ $ ^
P riva te F irs t Class and Mrs. Rich­

ard L. W orcester Jr. have been v isit­
ing the ir parents, Mr. and Mrs. R. L. 
W orcester and Sheriff and Mrs. A. H. 
P ark er of Newton, this week. He 
is a medical student a t  Chicago.

 ̂ ij:
Corporal George W. Phillips, who 

is in N orth  Ireland w ith a Medical 
battalion, w rites: “Ju s t a line to let
you know th a t I am among the living.



There isn’t  much to say or th a t I can 
say, so I ’ll m ake this short.”

$ $ ^ $
M ajor Medfred S. Riley is spending 

a few days’ leave with his wife and 
children and his parents, Dr. and Mrs. 
H arbin S. Riley. He has been a t 
Camp Forrest, Tennessee.

 ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂ ^
Corporal Tom Spencer has been 

here on a furlough from Camp A tter- 
bury, Indiana, w ith his wife and baby 
and other relatives.

*  ̂ * * * sjs
Corporal Jam es N. Beebe, who has 

been w ith the Seventh arm y in Sicily 
for the past five months, has been 
moved to Sardinia.

 ̂  ̂  ̂ $
P rivate Burnell Cor.nett of Oblong 

was home over Christm as from Camp 
Ellis near Peoria. Camp Ellis is a 
prison camp.


