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Private Jam es W. McCoy, Company 
K, 410th Infantry , Camp Claiborne, 
Louisiana, w rites:

“I sure enjoy every b it of news th a t 
is in the P ress and look forw ard to 
getting  it  every time. I  enjoy especi
ally the column “W ith the Colors” 
very much. I  get all the low-down 
on all the boys who are in the Arm y 
from  Jasper.

“Since I was inducted in the Army, 
November 11, I  have been down here 
in Camp Claiborne for around two 
months. I spent a little  over five 
weeks a t  Camp G rant, Illinois. I  left 
there December 18 and have been here 
since then.

“I like it o. k. down here. I  have 
been my com pany’s bugler ever since 
I  have been here. Being a bugler 

| isn’t  such a bad job, except I  have 
to get up p re tty  early. I  get up a t 
4:45 in the morning.

“I have ju s t recently finished firing 
on the range. I get a  shorpshooter’s 
medal. I was lucky I  guess. I  should 
have, though, I  was firing the best 
gun in the world.

“I found out a  few days ago th a t 
there was another boy from  Jasper 
county down here, Will Mendenhall, 
but I haven’t had tim e to find him yet.

“I play in the band here. The band 
plays for a parade alm ost every a f te r
noon. —I have found out th a t the 
bugler doesn’t  ju s t blow his horn. He 
has to  know everything the re s t of 
the men know and more, too. He is 
used as a messenger also, so I  am  
getting  train ing in decoding messages 
and how to send them. I like this 
p a r t of it fine.

“My basic train ing will be over 
p re tty  soon. I don’t  know ju s t w hat 
is coming up then. I w an t to say 
hello to all my friends up there in and 
around Jasper county. I  am  always 
glad to get le tters from  anyone up 
there around home. I  am not, how
ever, so prom pt in answering as my 
train ing  keeps me on the move m o s t! 
of the time. I  guess it agrees w ith me j 
though. I have gained over tw enty  I 
pounds since entering the service, I ; 
weigh over 160 pounds now and am  i 
not fa t  either.” j

His address is P rivate Jam es W. 
McCoy, Company K, 410th Infantry , 
APO 103, Camp Claiborne, Louisiana.
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Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hoecherl of W il
low Hill, have received the following 
le tte r from  their son, Corporal Fred 
M. Hoecherl, who is w ith the United 
S tates Arm y in N orth Africa:

“I received six le tters from  home 
today and four copies of the Newton 
Press. They are a t least a m onth old 
but I enjoy reading them.

“I would like to tell you all about 
the trip  but am not allowed to do so. 
We left the S tates October 23 and 
landed in (censored) French Morocco 
on November 8. We were on the w a t
er th irty  hours before they told us 

.w here we were going. Our tim e is 
about six hours ahead of yours so you 
were probably eating b reakfast about 
the time I se t foot on African soil. 
I can’t tell you about the landing but 
things happened th a t day I shall nev- 

y er forget. Two boys in our battery  
were injured, one was sent back to 
the States, and the other one to a hos
pital here. He is w ith us again here.

“I figure th a t I have traveled ap 
proxim ately 10,000 miles during the 
la st year and have seen m any in te r
esting things.

“I  received all the Christm as boxes 
Thanks a million. We can’t  buy can
dy here a t  all bu t candy and cigar
ettes are issued quite often.

“The w eather is very mild, about 
like the m onth of May back heme. T 
saw one native plowing w ith a camel 
and cow for a team . They use wood- 

ten  plows. W hen riding a donkey the 
j natives don’t  use a bridle but instead 

him with a stick. _____________



“The people here bum  charcoal and 
alcohol in their automobiles instead of 
gasoline. Mass was not held this 
m orning on account of rain. I t  was 
postponed until about 6:30 p. m. Mass 
is held out in the open.

“Well I m ust say th a t you should | 
be m ighty thankful th a t you live in j 
the good old U. S- A. I hope to g e t ! 
back there some day. W rite often as I 
I like to hear from  home.”

P rivate Charles F. Hall w rites: “I
received the firs t copy of the Newton I 
Press, F riday  and was very glad to 
get it. I like to read the news from 
home and w hat the other boys from 
hame are doing. We are really go
ing through our basic training. We 
walk from  8:00 to 12:00 alm ost every 
day. We have a twenty-five mile hike 
scheduled for this week.

“We are train ing  on the fo rty  milli
m eter guns and the fifty  caliber m a
chine guns. We use both M -l rifles 
and the Springfield. We go on the 
range for the f irs t tim e th is weeh. 
We have to  learn  to identify all types 
of planes as th a t  is our mission to 
shoot down enemy planes.

“We have an obstacle course to get 
us toughened into it. We are really 
getting  tough and are building our 
muscles solid. I  have gained seven 
pounds in the twenty-one days, I  have 
been in the Army. If  I had m y choice 
of sta tes  I ’d sure take Illinois. I  like 
the A rm y ju s t fine and I am  getting  
along swell.”

His address is P riva te Charles F. j  
Hall, B a tte ry  C, 485th Coast A rtillery j 
battalion  (AA), Camp Hulen, Texas.,

* *
Victor Maurice Everett, son of Mrs. 

Jesse O. Snell of Rose Hill, vicinity, 
is now enrolled as an aviation cadet in 
the A rm y A ir Forces P re-F ligh t 
school for pilots a t  Maxwell field, lo
cated on the ou tsk irts of Montgomery, 
the capital of A labama.

Here the new class of cadets is re 
ceiving nine weeks of intensive mili
tary , physical and academic train ing  
p repara to ry  to beginning the ir actual 
fligh t instruction a t  one of the m any 
prim ary flying schools in the Arm y 
A ir Forces Southeast Training center.

He attended Newton Community 
high school and w as a baker in civil
ian life. He was accepted as an avi
ation cadet in the A rm y A ir Forces 
on Septem ber 10, 1942, a t  St. Louis.
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M arion Burcham  Jr., son of Marion 

Burcham  of Newton, stationed a t 
Columbia Air Base, Columbia, South 
Carolina, w ith the A rm y A ir Force, 
has been prom oted from  private to 
s ta ff  sergeant. He recently was tra n s
ferred from  F o rt Myers, Florida, to 
Columbia, and previous to th a t was 
stationed a t  Sioux Falls, South D a
kota. Sergeant and Mrs. Burcham I 
have been spending the p ast week with j 
Mr. and Mrs. M arion Burcham  and ‘ 
family a t  Newton, Mr. and Mrs. j 
Roscoe Plarrison and other relatives 
and friends, re tu rn ing  to South Caro- 

[lina, Saturday.
I sit



I Mr. and Mrs. Ralph D. M atson re 
ceived a le tte r  F ebruary  12 from  their 
son Glenn D. Matson, United S ta tes 
Navy, dated Jan u ary  28. He is some
where in the Solomons.

He w rote he received the hunting 
knife a few days before and a  lot of 
C hristm as folders a  week or two 
earlier from  some of the people back 
home th a t he thought had forgotten  ! 
him. He says the w eather is nice j 
there and he has passed the exam i
nation for boatsw ain’s m ate, second 
class, which is two stripes.

~H»~ * H* Hs *
| Mr .and Mrs. George Diel of Gila 
.vicinity have received a le tte r  from  
C aptain Jep thah  E. Turnage, United 
S tates A rm y Chaplains Corps, s ta ting  
th a t their son, Sergeant Willis D. 
Diel, w as a regular a tten d an t a t 
church services a t  M yrtle Beach 
Bombing range, M yrtle Beach, South 
Carolina. He w as a  m em ber of H a r
m an M ethodist church near Gila.

* * * * * #
Corporal Giles M einhart, son of Mr. ; 

and Mrs. M artin  M einhart of Island 
Grove, who has been located a t  F o rt 
| McClellan, A labama, the p as t five 
| months, is now stationed a t Camp 
I Hood Texas, where he is tak ing  of
f ic e r ’s training. His new address is 
Candidate Giles M einhart, Third Com
pany, O. C. S. regim ent, T ank De- 

^ t r o ^ e i^ s s h o ^ ^ a P  good, Texas. ___



P rivate Irl F ranke is now a t W est- j 
over A ir Field, Chicopee Falls, M assa
chusetts, where he is in the H ead
quarters Company, A. B. Engineers 
battalion  (aviation). He reports th a t 
he likes it  a t  W estover field, which is 
a relatively new field not fa r  from  
Springfield, M assachusetts.

* * * * * *
Sergeant Donald W eber reported for 

duty a t F o rt Sheridan, near Chicago, 
Monday morning, and after, a short 
tim e there will be sen t to F o rt Riley, 
Kansas, for C avalry training. He has 
been attending  the U niversity of Illi
nois, Cham paign-U rbana, where he 
w as in the R. O. T. C.

* * * * * *
Mrs. W. S. Rice of Oblong, form erly 

of Hidalgo, sta tes  th a t she has receiv
ed a le tte r  from  P riva te  H arry  Dul- 
gar Jr., who is now in the A rm y a t 

I Columbia, South Carolina. He said 
he liked it  there.

* * * * * *
Corporal Louis M ascher has been 

spending a few days’ furlough with 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. L. D. M asch
er of Newton. He is an instruc to r in 
radio a t  the Arm y Air Force school 
in Chicago.

$ $ 4= $ $ #
Miss Bessie B. Wilson, a daughter 

of N. A. Wilson of Newton vicinity, 
is now a second lieutenant in the 
Arm y N urse Corps, stationed a t 
O’Reilly General hospital, Springfield, 
Missouri.

* * * * * *
P rivate Bobby L. Bower was here 

from  Camp Swift, Texas, over the 
week end, called here by the death  of 
his uncle, E zra Plamilton.

* * * * * *
P riva te  Donald R. Short has been i 

assigned to the N ineteenth CML b a t
talion, Camp Sibert, A labama.


