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Private Kenneth Wilson w rites his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Wilson of 
Newton, from F ort Lewis, W ashing- 

i ton: “I am fine except for m y f e e t . !
Well your dream was true. (Mrs. I 
Wilson dreamed he was sick). I  w as 
confined to my cot for a week hu t 
they are better now. We took a  hike 
December 24. We walked four and a 
half miles in thirty-seven minutes. 
That is 140 steps a  minute and is 
w hat they call a forced march.

“The boys fell out like flies. There 
were only four in my platoon finished 
and I  was one of them. The sergeant 
said ‘T hat a boy, Wilson. Show those 
young boys w hat an old man can do,” 
for I'm  about the oldest man in the 
company and the young fellows call 
me Pop about half the time.

“I have ju s t finished mess; not a  
bad dinner. I'm  ju s t off of k. p. H ad 
four days of it. W e’re only supposed; 
to have three days of it  a t  a tim e j 
but being Christm as week we had to 
do an ex tra  day. They have trans-1 
ferred  ten of the boys from  th is com
pany to another company. They say  j 
all of the fellows over th ir ty  are going 
to the M. P ’s., and will tak e  the young j 
fellows out of the M. P ’s. and pu t them  ! 
in the Infantry . I  don’t  w an t to be 
in the M ilitary Police.
■ “I  received my C hristm as box o. k., 
and cards and present from  m any peo
ple in Newton. Tell them  thanks for 
them. I  didn’t  know I  had so m any 
friends.”

His address is P riva te  K enneth W il
son, Company F, 71st In fan try , APO 
44, F o rt Lewis, W ashington.



j Mr. and Mrs. Ed Jourdan  of New- 
I ton are in receipt of a le tte r  from  th e ir j 
'son, P rivate Leonard M. “Bill” Jo u r- | 
| dan, United S ta tes A rm y A ir Forces, 
jwho is in A ustralia, in w hich he says: | 
“I ’m o. k. and feel fine, and am  still j 
having a p re tty  good tim e. I  really  | 
had a good tim e on m y birthday. I ; 
had a three day pass and I ’ll tell you i 
some day w here I  w ent and w h a t IJ 
did; a t  least I ’ll tell you p a r t of i t ;  
anyway.

“I  haven’t  received any of your j 
packages yet, bu t I  did receive one j  
from  Ruby (his sister, Mrs. K ieth 
Mooney of Evansville.) She sen t me 
a  carton of cigarettes. I  also re 
ceived four papers the other day. 
They were about a  couple of m onths 
old, bu t they  were p re tty  good read
ing anyway. I  received one le tte r 
from  Doc (his brother, Lloyd Jo u r
dan), bu t he didn’t  tell me much 
about himself; didn’t  say w hat branch 
of the service he w as in or w hat he 
was doing. There is a lo t I  would 
like to  tell you bu t these cockeyed1 
Arm y regulations won’t  le t us say 
anything a t  all.”

His address is P riva te  Leonard M. 
Jourdan, Company B, E leventh R. C. 
D., APO 925, care postm aster, Sam  
Francisco, California.

* * * * * *
Mr. and Mrs. Joe F ear of Newton 

received a le tte r  from  their son, Flor- 
en t Fear, who is stationed in M ary
land. He says: “I  am  sorry  I  have
w aited so long before w riting  again, 
bu t I  keep p re tty  busy. Today is 
Sunday and I have ju s t finished my 
washing. I  sure would like to come 
home for Christm as, bu t I  have only 
a  th ree day leave, so I  won’t  be able 
to  come.

“I  have been acting  as instruc to r in 
driving, and teaching o ther boys to 
drive. I  drive ju s t about anything— 
motorcycles, jeeps and trucks of all 
sizes, over roads th a t are worse than  
the bottom  roads a t  home, up and i 
down banks where the truck  nearly  
stands on end, bu t w hat a  thrill we 
get for you know I  sure like to drive.

His address is P riva te  F lorent J. 
Fear, Company C., F ifth  Ordnance 
Training battalion, Aberdeen Proving
Grounds, M aryland. '___ '___* *_*_



Mr. and Mrs. Wilson B aker of Yale 
are in receip t of a le tte r from  Mrs. 
B aker’s brother, Chester Shedlebower, 
stating- th a t  he has been prom oted 
from  the ran k  of corporal to s ta ff  
sergeant, effective December 22. He 
enlisted in the United S tates A rm y 
Air Force and is a radio operator and 
aerial gunner.

S taff Sergeant Chester* F. Shedle- j 
bower is a son of Mr. and Mrs. H arry j 
Shedlebower of Willow Hill and is

ing her son-in-law and daughter, Mr. 
j  and Mrs. K ieth Mooney, and her son, 
John Calvin Jour dan a t  Evansville 
th is week. She accompanied another 
son, Lloyd E. Jourdan, when he re 
turned to F o rt McClellan, Ala., a f te r  
a furlough from  the A rm y w ith  his 
paren ts over Christm as. He has re 
cently been transferred  from  the In 
fan try  to a tru ck  battalion.

Corporal Ralph W. Elston, who 
g raduated  from  the A rm y A ir Force 
T rain ing D etachm ent school a t  
Indianapolis, December 24, re tu rned  
to  his base a t  McClellan field, Califor
nia, Monday night, a fte r a v isit w ith  
his grand-fa ther, N. J. E lston  of near 
Newton.

John F. Cummins, inducted as a 
volunteer w ith  the la st group of men 
from  Jasp er county into the United 
S ta tes Army, is in tra in ing  a t  F o rt 
Devens, M assachusetts, w ith  the 101st 
Mechanized Cavalry. He is the only 
son of Mrs. Saidee Cummins of near 
Newton.

L ieutenant Daniel W ayne King, 
, U nited S ta tes A rm y A ir Forces, Wal- 
jterboro, South Carolina, was an over 
Christm as v isitor w ith  his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ona King of Falm outh 
vicinity. He returned Sunday.

P riva te  Leo LaFief, who had been 
visiting his wife and daughter for ten 
days, le ft Tuesday for U tah, afte r 
having successfully completed a course 
in am m unition a t  the Savanna Ord
nance school, Savanna.

Corporal F rancis Kinsel returned 
to the A ir Base a t  Almagordo, New 
Mexico, Wednesday, a fte r  a  visit here 
w ith his wife and other relatives.

j P riva te  John P assalaqua of F ort 
I Bragg, N orth  Carolina, is visiting his 
father, Vincent Passalaqua, and fam 
ily of Newton.
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