
P riva te Leonard M. Jourdan, who 
is in A ustralia w ith an A rm y Air 
Force Repair group, w rites his p a r­
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Ed Jourdan of 
Newton under date of May 27: ‘T il
drop you a few lines tonight to let 
you know th a t everything is o. k. I 
have ju st returned from  a furlough.
I really had a swell time. I had six­
teen days. I hope you will forgive me 
for not w riting while I was gone. I 
didn’t have any V-mail blanks w ith 
me me. I had six le tte rs w aitin g 'fo r 
me when I got back.

“T hat furlough was like being in 
heaven, only I wish I  could have gone 
home. I traveled over two thousand 
miles on my furlough, all by air. I  
w ent to a large city, stayed a t a 
hotel, slept in a swell bed between 
sheets, too. I  a te  like a king. I 
really had a lot of fuss, also.

“I w ent to  dances, parties, shows 
and a million other places. I  also 
dropped into a few pubs. A pub is 
w hat you would call a tavern  or bar.
I hope I  can spend my next furlough 
a t  home.”

* * * * * *
P riva te  Adam Reisner w rites his 

parents, Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Reisner 
of near Newton, from  New Guinea 
under date of May 12: “Ju s t a  few
lines to let you know I  am still all 
righ t and feeling fine. I  suppose you 
are wondering why you haven’t  heard 
from  me for awhile. I have been on 
the move again. Over here we keep 
moving a good bit. I am  not in my 
outfit yet but th ink it will be soon. 
(He is in a replacem ent battalion  
now.)

“I am now in New Guinea but a ! 
good piece from  the front, and they ■ 
say my bunch is not likely to ever ' 
see the front. The only danger here ; 
is the air raids, bu t there isn’t  much ' 
danger where I  am  camped now. We 1 
are having it p re tty  nice now, ju s t 1 
like a camping trip. We have our 
large tents, six men to the tent, set 
up in a coconut grove. We have coco- ] 
nu ts in our ten t to ea t on all the tim e ] 
and a sta lk  of bananas hang ing  to i 
ripen. I had better close, for I w ant ( 
to go over to a small s tream  to  w ash j 
and bathe this afternoon.” ]

* * * * * *
Mr. and Mrs. Jim  DeVaney were 

in Newton, Tuesday, and Wednesday, i 
greeting  friends and visiting her sis- 1 
ter, Mrs. H arry  H ester Jr., and o ther i 
relatives. Jim  is a yeoman first class i 
in the United S tates Coast Guard and £ 
is assigned to the m ounted beach p a ­
tro l in South Carolina. This patrol,



which was institu ted  a year ago, is 
designed to guard  against landings of 
saboteurs and spies by sea, and is 
carried on by men from  the Coast 
Guard m ounted on horseback and 
w orking in pairs. Jim  is consider­
ably thinner than  he was when he was 
an auto dealer a t  Newton.

#  *  *  *  SJ! #

In  a le tte r to his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Irl Field of Newton, Gerald 
Field, radiom an th ird  class, United 
S tates Navy, s ta ted  he was some­
where in the Pacific area attending 
a school and when he graduated would 
be able to speak .German. He added 
th a t it was the m ost wonderful oppor­
tun ity  he had ever had. He is a vet­
eran destroyer m an and saw duty in 
m any of the battles against the Japs 
before and a fte r  Pearl Harbor, includ­
ing the Java Sea battle.

* 3 $ * * S
P rivate Delm ar Law ler was rushed 

to the hospital a t  George field, Law- 
recnceville, Tuesday, and w as o p e ra t- , 
ed on for appendicitis. He had been 
visiting his w ife’s parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Floyd C lark of Newton, and his 
parents, Rev. and Mrs. E. L. Lawler 
of Bridgeport, form erly of this city, 
on a furlough from  Camp Claiborne, 
Louisiana. Mrs. Lawler is v/ith him. 
He is convalescing very satisfactorily .

* * * * * *
P riva te  LaVerl L. Kennedy of this 

vicinity and Corporal John W illiams 
of Ohio spent Sunday n igh t and Mon­
day w ith Mr. and Mrs. O. F. Kennedy. 
They are stationed a t  Camp Cam p­
bell, Kentucky, and each of them  
plays w ith the F orty -fourth  Arm ored 
Regim ent Band and they also sing 
w ith an ensemble of twelve members.

* * * * # *
George D. Bevis, son of Mr. and 

Mrs. Roy L. Bevis of Newton, has 
received orders to report to Indiana 
S tate  Teachers’ college, T erre H aute, 
Ju ly  1, for train ing  under the United 
S tates N avy’s V-12 program . He en­
listed in April bu t was allowed to 
graduate from  high school.

* * * * *
Corporal Howard Jourdan visited 

his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Josiah Jo u r­
dan of Newton, Thursday. He is s ta ­
tioned a t  F o rt Monroe, Virginia, in 
an an ti-a irc raft battalion. He w ent 
to Chicago, Thursday night, where he 
will be m arried to an officer in the 
W aacs in the next few days.

¥ ¥ * * * *
Corporal and Mrs. Ralph E lston of 

Mobile, A labama, Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd 
E lston and Mrs. Mabel Lewis of Kan-

r - A t  1 1  r n ^ r l  _ _ f  1  h  o i r  S n r . -  j

day morning, a fte r  spending the p as t ! 
few days w ith Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Dodd of near Newton.

$ H: $
Miss Lois W eek of Newton w ent to 

St. Louis, Thursday, where she en­
listed in the Waves, women’s aux ­
iliary of the United S tates Navy. She 
is a form er teacher in the ru ra l 
schools of Jasper county.

* * * # * *
Clifford W arfel, who is a member



of the crew of a N aval tanker, w rote 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. W alte r 
W arfel of Newton, a few  days ago 
th a t he had completed his eighth 
round trip  across the Pacific ocean.

P rivate F irst Class Paul J. Reep of 
Newton has been transferred  to Biggs 
field, E l Paso, Texas, from  C alifor­
nia. He is with the 56th Service 
squadron, 31st Service group, A rm y 
Air Force. Corporal R obert R ohr of 
Newton is also a t  Biggs field w ith  
another Service squadron.

* 5jS * # * *
A viation Cadet and Mrs. Hom er 

W inter are here from  New York, v is­
iting  friends and relatives in Newton 
and- vicinity. Mrs. W inter is the 
form er V irginia Yost of Newton.* * * * * *

P riva te  John A. F lanagan  is here 
on a short furlough w ith his parents, 
City Officer and Mrs. Tom Flanagan. 
He is in a M ilitary Police battalion  
and is stationed near New York City.


