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Harlingen A rm y Air Field, Texas, 
June 7.—More qualified aerial gunners 
were graduated last week from  the 
Harlingen Arm y Air field, and in the 
large class was John Schuch Jr., son 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Schuch of near 
Newton.

He is one of the men who will 
handle th e , deadly machine guns 
aboard the A rm y’s big bombers—a 
key job as the Air Forces continue 
to b last the enemy around the clock 
all over the world. F or i t ’s the aerial 
gunner—a t his post in the ta il or 
tu rre t—who provides m ost of the pro­
tection while the re s t of the crew 
perform s its destructive duty.

A t brief exercises here he received 
a diploma and silver gunner’s wings. 
Completion of the course and another 
technical course, such as radio op­
eration, autom atically entitles him  to 
sergeant’s chevrons. Unless retained 
as an instructor then, he will be sent 
im m ediately to a com bat team.

While a t H arlingen he fired every 
type weapon from  B-B guns to  aerial 
machine guns. He was instructed  in 
remedying the m alfunction of guns, 
a irc ra ft identification and the trick  
of “leading ta rg e ts .” He climaxed 
his course by firing  on towed ta rg e ts  
from  Texan train ing  planes and med­
ium bombers.

* * * * *
F o rt Knox, Kentucky, June 7.—U p­

on orders of M ajor General Alvan C. 
Gillem Jr., ac ting  commanding gen­

e r a l  of the Arm ored Force, a new 
class of soldier students has reported 
a t the Armored Force school to take  
a special course in the Wheeled Ve­
hicle departm ent as blacksm iths and 
welders. Among these is Sergeant 
Dale C. Snearly, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
O. C. Snearly of Yale.

The Armored Force school, of which 
Brigadier General J. A. Holly is com­
m andant, trains the thousands of of­
ficer and enlisted technicians who per­
form  the specialist ta sks in the 
A rm y’s mobile, powerful Arm ored 
divisions. One of the la rgest tech­
nical schools in the world, i t  g rad u ­
ates several tim es more students each 
year than  the la rgest civilian univer­
sities.

The school operates on two seven- 
hour shifts six days a week. Men on 
the firs t shift rise a t 4:30 a. m. and 
are in their shops and classrooms ,at 
6:00 o’clock. As they leave a t  1:00 
p. m., the second shift m arches in be­
hind them and works until 8:00 p. m.

The wheeled vehicle departm ent 
trains the student mechanics in the 
intricacies of keeping peeps and jeeps, 
trucks and scout cars rolling in com­
bat.

S& * * * * *
Byron K. W arren, son of Mrs. Bes­

sie W arren of H unt City, is train ing 
for a post as an electrician’s m ate in 
the Navy a t the Naval Training- 
school for electricians on the campus 
of Purdue university a t LaFayette ,



Indiana. He was included in a class 
of 150 bluejackets who sta rted  the 
sixteen week course last week afte r 
being selected for the school through 
a series of aptitude tests  taken  dur­
ing recruit training.

Upon graduation the h ighest ran k ­
ing men will be promoted to third 
class petty  officer ratings and the 
rem ainder will be designated as 
“strikers,” m eaning th a t they will be 
eligible for sim ilar promotions upon 
obtaining fu rthe r experience on ac­
tive duty.

The course will consist of in struc­
tion in m athem atics, electrical theory 
and laboratory, and wiring, along w ith 
advanced m ilitary  drill and physical 
conditioning.

Dale Robinson, f irs t class p e tty  of­
ficer, who is stationed out of Navy 
pier, Chicago, is home on a short fu r­
lough. Dale has crossed the A tlantic 
and Pacific several tim es and has been 
in four m ajor engagem ents.

He was a mem ber of a crew of a 
bomber th a t was shot down in the 
N orth  Pacific and for four days and 
three nights, the crew of eleven men 
floated around in rubber life ra fts  
until rescued.

He says i t ’s a queer feeling to have 
the ta il shot off your ship (plane) 
a t  15,000 feet and to parachute down 
to the ocean below you. He is now 
eligible for membership in the “Gold­
fish Club” mentioned in the P ress 
last week.

He is now a specialist in airplane 
engines a t the N avy school a t  N avy 
pier. He w as accompanied here by 
his wife.

* % Hs *  ̂ *
Corporal W arren  E. H unt of Rose 

Hill has been assigned to duty  w ith 
the United S tates A rm y Air Forces 
following his graduation  la s t week 
from  the Camp Curtiss A ir T raining 
school, operated by C urtiss-W right 
Corporation, airplane division, Buf­
falo, New York.

As a member of the A rm y A ir 
Forces Technical T raining D etach­
m ent stationed a t  the school, Corporal 
H unt has been given specialized in ­
struction in the m aintenance and re ­
pair of either the fam ous P-40 pu r­
suit ship, or the C-46 Commando, the 
la rgest tw in m otored cargo ship in 
the world in p reparation  for service 
w ith a skilled ground crew.

*  *  *  *  *  *

U nited S tates N aval Air Station, 
Jacksonville, Florida, June 7.—Lowell 
W. Brown, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas J. Brown of near Bogota, re ­
cently graduated  from  the Aviation 
M achinist’s M ate school here. He en­
listed in the Marines, Septem ber 18, 
1942, and was sent to San Diego, 
California, for indoctrinal train ing 
before being transferred  to the Naval 
A ir Technical T raining Center in 
Jacksonville.

He is now a qualified aviation me­
chanic and will probably see service 
w ith a  Marine aviation detachment.

*  *  *  *  *  sje

Lawrence “Mud” Lee, arrived home 
F riday for a visit w ith his mother, 
Mrs. Ed Lee of Newton. He is cox­
swain (th ird  class boatsw ain’s m ate) ] 
on a subm arine chaser and has been . 
doing convoy duty in the South A t­
lantic. Besides his regular ra ting  he 
has a specialty ra ting  as an “expert 
riflem an” in the Navy. He likes the (



N avy fine, but says when i t ’s all over 
he is coming back to Jasper county.

* * * * * *
P rivate Eugene H. H artrich  w rites 

his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ferdinand 
L. H artrich  of Sainte Marie, th a t he 
is well although he recently had h is \  
ankle injured. He is in N orth Africa 
w ith an an ti-aircraft artillery  regi­
ment. He said he used an axe handle 
for a crutch. He has seen some fine 
A rabian horses and would like to 
bring one of them home w ith him.

* * * * # *
Corporal Eugene Michl is spending 

a seven days’ furlough w ith his p a r­
ents, Mr. and Mrs. George Michl. He 
is in the Third Arm ored division a t 
Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania, near 
H arrisburg , and says they have been 
having sm all arm s practice recently. 
He was interested  in the double egg 
a t  the P ress office, which was found 
by his paren ts recently.

Sj: %  5J: ^

Sergeant Lou E. Mascher, who has 
been an instruc to r a t Chicago radio 
school for the pas t eight months, has 
been, sent to K earn field, U tah, a ferry  
command and bomber supply base. 
There he expects to m ake the A rm y 
T ransport command. Sergeant M asch­
er w ith 220 other instructors from  the 
Chicago school has been ordered into 
foreign service.

*  *  sj: *  *

P riva te  Robert Scott is spending 
a furlough w ith his m other, Mrs. 
M attie Scott of Newton. He is con­
nected w ith  a tank  repair battalion  
and says they have trucks whose 
m otors are as large as a sm all room 
to handle the tw enty to  seventy ton 
tanks and their equipment. They go 
out and haul them  in for repair.

# * * * *
L ieutenant (s. g.) Harold G. Leff- 

ler of Newton has been transfrred  
from  New York City to  Crawfords- 
ville, Indiana, where he is in charge 
of the U nited S ta tes Navy Training 
un it for V-12 trainees a t  W abash 
college. He has recently  completed a 
course a t  Columbia university, New 
York City.

$ $ $ $  ̂ $
P riva te  Bobby L. Bower is spend­

ing a sho rt furlough w ith  his wife 
and his parents, Mr. and Mrs. L. L. 
Bower of Newton. He is in a Mili­
ta ry  Police battalion  and is stationed 
close to New York City. He fre ­
quently hears the tram p of soldiers 
as they  go aboard ship for tran sfe r 
overseas.

* * * * * *
S taff Sergeant Charles Schiller is 

spending a few days w ith relatives 
near Willow Hill. -fehr
cam paign bars, showing srvice before 
Pearl H arbor in H aw aii.' He is a 
member of the 676th Tank D estroyer i 
battalion cadre a t N orth  Camp Hood, 

j Texas.
* * * * * *

Victor Fehrenbacher, who is in the 
arm ed forces, has been visiting re la ­
tives and friends in the vicinity of 
Wendelin, the pas t week.

* # & * * *
Corporal Lowell Cram er, is visiting 

his wife a t Newton for a few days. 
He is enroute from  F o rt Crook, Ne- * 
braska, to Paris, Texas, where he will 
attend  an engine school.

* * * * * *
Ralph Ochs of Newton is now in 

A ustralia, according to le tters receiv­
ed from  him.


