
Cloudburst 
Causes Flood 
at Wheel e i ^ ^ j

Muddy Creek Reached the High-
est Revel in Three-quarters of a
Century Sunday N ight A fter Rain

W heeler w as cleaning up Monday 
follow ing a flood w hich brought the 
w aters of Muddy creek into houses 
and stores, Sunday night, follow ing  
a cloudburst. The rain, said to have 
brought six  inches of precipitation in 
less than tw o hours, flooded all of the 
m ain part of the village until the 
creek subsided.

W ater covered Route 33 to a depth 
of eighteen inches or more and came 
up three feet into the house of Mr. 
and Mrs. Calvin S. Jam es on the w est 
side of the creek just south of the 
bridge. W ater also got into the ' 
Em ile M eurlott barber shop, the Le- 
turno store, Redman garage, W right 
seed house, and the residence of Mr. 
and Mrs. John H. Morehead, causing  
considerable dam age in each instance.

B etw een 100 and 150 feet of track  
w est of the Muddy creek bridge in  
W heeler w as washed out for the Illi- ! 
nois Central railroad when the flood 
w aters surged through there, carry­
ing the ballast under the track w ith  
them . Charles Hazelton, section  
foreman, had a gang of men at work  
Monday morning repairing the dam­
age. Meanwhile operation of freight 
trains betw een E ffingham  and P ales­
tine w as again stopped.
Six Inch Rain

The rain w as estim ated by V irgil 
R. Musgrove, W heeler garage m e­
chanic, a t six and one-quarter inches.
“I had a container outside and it  
contained six and a quarter inches of 
w ater on Monday m orning,” he said. 
“The rain began about 9:00 o’clock  
and lasted less than tw o hours, being  
over before 11:00 o’clock.”

R esidents of W heeler stated  th at i 
Muddy creek w as the h ighest in more 
than three-quarters of a century, 
w hile farm land in the v icin ity  of 
W heeler w as under w ater w hen the* 
ditches proved inadequate to carry the' 
rain away. Route 33 w as under w ater  
Monday morning from the H al Carr 
corner a m ile w est of Lis for a dis­
tance of a quarter of a mile ea st to 
Laws creek, and during the n ight it  
had been a foot or more over the 
pavem ent from tw o m iles w est of 
D ieterich to Lis, drivers who passed  
there after m idnight Sunday report­
ed Monday morning.

A  group of N ew ton young wom en  
had to abandon their auto at W heeler 
when it stalled about 12:30 o’clock  
in going over the Muddy creek bridge, 
and it w as later overturned by the 
rushing w ater. Considerable dam age 
w as done to road culverts where the 
w ater ran across the country roads.
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