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Seam an Second Class Virginia, 
Ann Graham, Waves, w rites the 
P ress from  W ashington, D. C.: “If
will try  to w rite you a few things | 
about how we Navy girls live, bu t I ' 
am  not good a t  w riting letters.

“We call the floors the deck, the 
rooms the barracks, the walls bulk­
heads, the beds bunks, and the k it­
chen the galley. I t  really seems 
funny to ta lk  th a t w ay and you would 
laugh a t  us back home and probably 
wouldn’t  know w hat we were ta lk ing  
about.

“L ast Sunday w as Navy day and it  
w as really  a wonderful day to us. We 
had all women’s services out to our 
barracks and we all m arched togeth ­
er and sang songs to each other. A f­
te r  parade and program  we held open 
house. V isitors could come in and 
see our new barracks (home to you 
people). I  have som ething very in ­
te resting  to  tell you people.

“Tuesday m orning I  w as reading 
the Newton P ress in the lunch room, 
and a m an kept looking a t  me and 
the  paper. I  couldn’t  imagine w hat 
was wrong. F inally  he came over 
and asked me if I  was from  Newton, 
Illinois, and I  said ‘yes’. He was Ogle 
Burris, an employe of the N aval Ob­
servatory  here, fa th e r of Robert and 
M ary Burris, whom you all know. 
Robert is in the N avy now.

“Mr. B urris did not know m y name. 
I t  w as really  swell to ta lk  to some 
one from  back home, from  good old 
Illinois and to ta lk  about the people 
we both know. I  m et a  m an from  
Effingham  and he knew m y brother- 
in-law over there.

“I  was sick for a  couple or three 
days and p a r t of it m ight be home­
sickness, bu t I  am  getting  along 
p re tty  good. I  really  miss you all 
and wish I  could come home soon, 
bu t have m y doubts. I  w ish you 
would all w rite and I would do my 
best to answer. I  hope this finds 
you all well and you all be careful. '

“We in the service, as well as you, 
hope this w ar will soon be over and 
we can be coming home again. I  
am  studying for m y ra ting .”

H er address is V irginia Ann G ra­
ham , W aves Q uarters G, Room 209, 
F lorida Hall, Arlington, Virginia. 

* * * * * *



Corporal F red  M. Hoecherl, who is 
in Sicily w ith a  Field A rtillery  b a t­
talion, w rites his m other, Mrs. P au l 
Hoecherl of Willow Hill vicinity: “I ,
received six le tte rs today and m y 
te n t partner, Tony, got two. I  sleep | 
under his p a r t  of the te n t and he j 
sleeps under mine. His p a r t  leaks 
and mine don’t. You see i t  takes 
tw o shelter halves buttoned together 
to  m ake a  complete ten t. He w anted 
to sleep under the le ft side, so th a t 
pu t him  under m y half.

“I  saw  farm ers going to the field 
this morning, packing plows on their 
backs, so you can imagine about how 
heavy they are. There isn’t  much 
to  them  and they are made of wood. 
They had a boat dragging along. I 
told the boys th a t ‘I  w ish m y dad 
could see those plows and the  w ay 
they plow and w ork the ground.’

“One th ing  about th is country. You 
don’t  w orry about shucking corn, be­
cause they don’t  raise any. I  haven’t  
seen any peas or soy beans over here, 
either.

“F or dinner today we had canned i 
chicken, dehydrated potatoes, b u tte r  | 
beans, catsup, bread, apple b u tte r  and ; 
mixed canned fru it. We have a  short- f 
age of sugar the same as you bu t i t  r 
don’t  w orry  us any.”



Three Newton young men reported 
for duty in Navy schools, Monday. 
These were George Bevis, who has 
been here on a furlough from  Indi­
ana S tate Teachers’ college a t  Terre 
Haute, a fte r he had completed sixteen 
weeks there, Glenn Sunderland Jr., 
who went to Illinois S tate  Norm al 
university, Bloomington, and Edw ard 
Foltz Jr., who w ent to Purdue uni- 
virsity, Lafayette, Indiana.

George and Ed were both enlisted 
as Naval aviation cadets under sec­
tion V-5, but have been transferred  
to  V-12, general officers’ training, 
for their special schooling. They will 
probably be transferred  la te r  to  the 
aviation train ing  groups for induction ' 
as pilots. Because the ocean has no 
landm arks, Naval aviators m ust be 
b e tte r  navigators than airm en opera t­
ing over land and their schooling 
takes longer.

J U p O '..................*Corporal Dayrel S tortzum  w rites i 
from Camp Claiborne, Louisiana: “I : 
ju s t received the Newton Press here j 
a t  camp and the firs t th ing I  look for 
is ‘W ith the Colors’. I  see where 
there  are lots of my pals from  Jasper 
county are across. Tell Corporal 
John H. Maxwell to  ju s t add another 
one to his list of four going overseas,

m aking it  five, counting myself.
“I  sure would like to hear from 

some of m y soldier pals. I am  w ork­
ing on caterpillar trac to rs  now. I t  
is ac tual experience and an interesting 
job also a  fu ture in it  for la te r on. 
Well so long pals and friends. W rite 
to a lonesome soldier.

“My address is: Corporal Dayrel
Stortzum , 686th Provisional Training 
regim ent, Camp Claiborne, Louisi­
ana.”

* * * * * *
P riva te  Loren Wayrnoth, who ' is \ 

a medical detachm ent in A laska 
w rites: “I wish to thank  m y friends i
there in good old Jasper county for 
the swell cards I  received from  them.
I got a lot of pleasure looking over 
thefri. I t  sure m eans a lot, for a 
soldier to g e t mail and especially 
overseas.

“We get to see several shows here, 
and they are shown here as soon as 
in the states. In  fac t I ju s t go t back 
from  seeing ‘Coney Island.’ T hat 
ju s t about m akes up the en terta in ­
m ent we have, except for two USO 
shows th a t have been here.

“I hope everything around there is 
fine, and here’s w aiting for the tim e 
we’ll all be back.”

* * * * * *



! Dale Smallwood, who recently en­
listed in the Air Force, le ft Camp 
G rant October 9 for Keesler field, 
Biloxi, Mississippi. Since being there 
he has passed his tests  and is ready 
for his basic training. He passed 
the te st for flying duty and w as pu t 
in class I  fo r pilot training. He says 
the w eather is swell and likes i t  very 
much. His address is P riva te  Dale 
Smallwood, 58th T raining squadron 
117, Keesler Field, Mississippi.

Dale is a  son of Mr. and Mrs. S. J. 
Smallwood of Chicago, form erly of 
Newton, and is a b rother of Harold 
Smallwood of th is city.

% * * * * *
Mr. and Mrs. John R. O’Dell of 

Yale received the following le tte r  
from  the ir son, Joseph O’Dell: “I
am all right, I  had a p re tty  nice trip  
coming across, although it  go t p re tty  
tiresome. This is the f irs t tim e I  
have had tim e to w rite or I  m ean the 
f irs t chance.

“I  reckon Don is still in Florida. I  
haven’t  received any mail since I  
have been in India bu t suppose I  will 
before long. Tell everybody hello for 
me. This isn’t  such a  bad place here, 
so don’t  worry. I  hope to be back 
home before too long.”



Kenneth S. Adkins, seam an second ; 
class, spent a seven day furlough j 
w ith his wife, Charlotte, in S anta 
"Barhara, California, recently. Ken- j 
neth completed his boot tra in ing  a t 
San Diego and has been placed in the 
United S tates N aval H ospital Corps 
school. He says Navy life is swell 
and th a t he gained twelve pounds 
the f irs t six weeks.

Mrs. Adkins is employed as a  re- 
i ceiving clerk and typ ist in an  essen- 
| tia l industry a t  S an ta B arbara.

• _ * * * • •  / / / S
Corporal Andrew Chapman w rites 

his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Sidney 
Chapman of near Newton, from  
Sicily, where he is w ith  the United 
S tates Army. He says he is well and \ 
hopes to be home by E aster. He J 
added .th a t cigarettes are s c a rc e ; 
there.

He participated  in several battles 
during the conquest of Sicily. The 
le tte r was w ritten  Septem ber 30.

Jam es Harold Dunnigan, a son of 
Mr. and Mrs. H arold U. Dunnigan of 
Newton, has applied for enlistm ent 
in the Navy. Quite a  few lads of 17 
years old are tak ing  advantage of the j 
United S tates N aval Reserve enlist- | 
m ents and the opportunity  for getting  

! into one of the N avy’s forty-nine 
i trades, Ray E. Everly sta ted  Monday.
I * * * * * *

Daniel A. Beals of Montrose, who 
is attached to a N aval Construction j 
battalion  (Seabees) in the  Aleutians, 
has been promoted to m achinist’s 
m ate f irs t class, in recognition of his 
ability in his work, his devotion to 
duty and the p a r t he played in the 
m ilitary  operations in the Aleutians. 

* * * * * *
John W. Utley, a son of Mr. and 

Mrs. George U tley of near Newton 
has been promoted to sergeant.

His address is Sergeant John W. 
Utley, B a tte ry  B, 555th AAA AW 
B atta lian  (M. BL.), APO 403-A, 
care Postm aster, Shreveport, Louisi­
ana.

* * * * * *
W illiam R ay Bunton, a son of Ben 

Bunton of near Newton, w ent to 
Springfield, Monday, to take his final 
exam ination for enlistm ent in the 
Navy.

* * * * * *
Corporal Leo LaFief has returned 

to Wendover, U tah, a fte r  spending a 
fifteen day furlough w ith his wife 
and daughter a t  Newton.

* * * * * *
Mrs. E dith  U tley received word 

th a t her husband, P rivate Logan E. 
Utley, has landed safely overseas. 

* * * * * *
Sergeant B ertrand  Richards has 

been given a  discharge from  the 
Army, a f te r  being hospitalized a t 
Camp G ran t and Camp Custer, Mich­

igan, following complications resu lt­
ing from  influenza. He is expected 
home soon.


