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P riva te  Roy Woods w rites the 
P ress from  “Somewhere in the South
w est Pacific” under date of Novem
ber 8: “I t  has been quite some time
since I have w ritten  to you, and since 
I  had an hour or so leisure tim e this 
afternoon I  thought I  would try  to 
scribble a  few lines.

“I  am  still getting  the P ress fairly  
regularly. I t  is quite a tr e a t to  re 
ceive it. There is always a lo t of 
news to read in it  th a t my folks and 
m y wife don’t  have space to w rite me 
about. I  had a p leasant surprise last 
Thursday evening. I  was reading an 
old m agazine and thinking of home 
when Marion Burcham  Jr. walked 
into the tent. I  knew he was on the 
island, bu t didn’t  know where.

“He is a radiom an gunner on a M it
chell B-25 medium bomber. He is 
doing a swell job. He was headed for 
A ustralia  for a few days furlough. I 
hope to see him  again in a  few days 
when he gets back from  A ustralia. I t  
was only the second time since being 
overseas th a t I had seen anyone from 
home. The other one was Vern 
Kittle, whose parents live neighbors 
to my folks down close to Shamrock.

“We are beginning to have summer 
in earnest here again now. My wife 
and folks w rite th a t i t  has begun to 
get p re tty  cool on th a t side of the 
equator now. I t  sure would be nice 
if we could get a few degrees of it 
down this way. Anyway I have some
th ing  to w rite about th a t the people 
there can’t, I  have a small garden 
planted. I  have been having radishes 
for quite some tim e and hope to have 
tom atoes and waterm elons before 
long.

“If  the folks around home think 
m eat rationing is tough and the price 
a  little  high, here is one th a t I  think 
will top the prices there. Yesterday 
one of the fellows from  my outfit was 
in a native village and tried to buy a 
pig th a t weighed about tw enty 
pounds. The native said sure he 
would sell, and said, ‘Give me ten 
pounds and take  the pig.’ Ten pounds 
is equal to  about $32.20. One dollar 
and sixty-one cents per pound on the 
hoof isn’t  bach I  guess the farm ers 
around home would like to get those 
kind of prices fo r hogs.

“We g£t p re tty  good coverage on 
the news down here. I  th ink  we can 
look for Germany to fold up this win
ter. I t  will take quite a  b it longer 
to rou t the Japs off these islands. I  
noticed in one -issue of the Press, 
(Ju ly  16 issue) th a t the old tim ers 
said th a t hunting Japs and squirrels 
was about the same. My advice to 
the squirrel hunters would be not to 
bank too much on tha t.



“I have been squirrel hunting sev
eral tim es and I  never saw one th a t 
would shoot back a t  me. Besides I 
th ink  we should have more respect 
for the squirrels than  to m ake a 
com parison between the two. I t  
seems like I  have gabbed about long 
enough, so will give this the old clock 
trea tm en t and wind i t  up. Give my 
regards to all.”.

P riva te  Ralph C. Schackm ann of 
near Newton has been accepted for 
p re-fligh t pilot tra in ing  by the United 
S ta tes A rm y A ir Corps and has been 
sen t to  the San Antonio, Texas, Avi
ation Cadet Training center. He was 
previously attached  to a M ilitary In -| 
telligence un it a t  Camp Maxey, L 
Texas.

R alph is a  son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Edw ard Schackm ann of northeast of 
Newton. They have three other sons 
in the Arm ed services, Clarence F. 
Schackmann, United S tates Naval 
T rain ing S tation a t F arrag u t, Idaho, 
Joseph L. Schackmann, United S tates 
Army, now overseas, and H erm an E. 
Schackm ann, United S tates Army, 
Sheppard field, W ichita Falls, Texas.

•  *  -4(6 *  ♦

n Corporal Jacob D. F inn w rites his ! 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Flinn of J 
Latona vicinity, from  somewhere 
overseas in the European theatre : “I 

I ju s t got back from  dinner. We had 
\ steak, m ashed potatoes and gravy.
I I t  sure was good and I  was hungry.
I We played gam es th is m orning and I 

don’t  know yet w hat we’ll do this af- 
j ternQon.
I “I ’ve never received any mail since 
| I ’ve been here; I don’t  th ink  any of 
! the boys have, bu t i t ’ll come. We 
I have a nice PX (post exchange). We 
j| can buy beer, ice cream  sundaes, 

doughnuts and everything ju s t like 
we used to have a t  Scott field. I 

) had my hair cu t la s t night and I look 
like Uncle U ra  Stroud now.”

C aptain J. H al Connor, and .his son 
J. H al Connor J r .v an A ir Corps cadet 
a t  W illiam sport, Pennsylvania, are 
now both in the Arm y. Captain Con
nor. a  son of County Superintendent 
of H ighways S. A. Connor of Newton,



is on leave of absence from  the N orth
ern Illinois Teachers’ college a t  De- 
Kalb, where he is head of the English 
departm ent, and young H al was a  s tu 
dent a t  the University of Illinois a t 
Cham paign-Urbana, when he enlisted. 
C aptain Connor was a lieutenant in 
World w ar I  and received the Croix 
de Guerre w ith silver s ta r  for brav- j 
ery in France.

f t  f t  3jC f t  f t  *

P riva te  Joseph W. Klingler, who 
has been stationed in A laska for the 
p as t tw enty-eight months, has been 
home on a  tw enty  day furlough w ith  
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. W illiam 
Klingler of near Wakefield. He will 
re tu rn  to F o rt Lewis, W ashington, 
where he has been assigned to the 
F ourth  In fan try .

P riva te  Leo Klingler, who is s ta 
tioned w ith  the A ir Corps a t  Chanute 
field, Rantoul, also spent a few days 
visiting his parents.

»  *  *  *  *  *

P riva te  and Mrs. Paul Jones have 
been visiting his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. F ra n k  Jones of W ade township 
and her parents, Mr. and Mrs. John 
A. Jones of Wheeler. P riva te Jones 
is in one of the Arm ored divisions and 
has been moved from  Texas to V ir
ginia. Mrs. Jones will reside a t 
Blackstone, Virginia. She is the 
form er W ilma Lewis.

« « « « * «

P riva te  F irs t Class A ustin E. Dorn 
has returned  to  his b a tte ry  in the 
485th AAA (Air W arning) battalion, 
a fte r  a  furlough w ith  his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. F ran k  Dorn of near Bogota. 
He surprised them  when he arrived. 
The battalion  is on desert m aneuvers 
near Los Angeles, California.

« «  *  «  *  *

P riva te  F irs t Class Coy K. Ellison 
has been here on a  furlough from  
F o rt Lewis, W ashington, v isiting his 
mother, Mrs. Ina Ellison of Olney and 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles K irts, a  re la 
tive of Sainte M arie and his girl 
friend, Miss Maybelle Andrews of 
Newton and friends.

Jam es H. D unnigan is now a t  G reat 
Lakes N aval T rain ing Station, w here 
he is tak in g  his “boot” train ing. He 
will probably get a  chance to  try  out 
for foot ball and b asket ball team s. 
He likes the  N avy fine so far, he 
w rites his parents, Mr. and Mrs. H. U. 
D unnigan of Newton.

* * « * « *



Sergeant Donald D ufrain  has re 
tu rned to  his b a tte ry  in  the 485th 
A n tia irc raft A rtillery  battalion, a fte r 
a  furlough w ith  his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Amos D ufrain of Newton. He 
came and w ent by airplane.

* * * * * *
As D elm ar L. Salyers, 318th Col

lege detachm ent, Logan, U tah, sends 
us a  copy of the 318th A ir Scoop, pub
lished a t  U tah  S ta te  A gricu ltu ra l col
lege. I t  has m any item s about the de
tachm ent.

Law rence “Mud” Lee has been here 
on a  tw enty  day furlough w ith  his 
m other, Mrs. Ed Lee of Newton. He 
is on a  PT  boat in the N avy and has 
been in both the A tlan tic  and Pacific 
w aters. He is well and feeling fine.

P riva te  H arry  Cornwell has been
spending a furlough w ith  his father,
Eugene Cornwell of Newton. He is
stationed a t  Camp A tterbury , Indiana,
th ir ty  miles south of Indianapolis.

« .* « * * •
P riva te F irs t Class P aul Je an  Reep 

is spending a week’s furlough w ith  
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. V erner L. 
Reep of Newton. He is stationed a t  
Camp Campbell, K entucky.

* * * * * *
Mrs. Paul B rackett of Newton has 

received a cablegram  from  overseas 
from  her husband, s ta tin g  he was “all 
well and safe.”


