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S taff Sergeant Donald L. C ram 

er w rites the Press from  McClellan 
field, California, where he is in the 
303rd Depot Repair squadron, Army 
Air Force: “Can soldiers have pets
in the A rm y? I t  sounds like a r a th - ; 

jer foolish question, doesn’t  it, but the 
answer is ‘yes.’

“F ortunate ly  our squadron fell 
heir to two nice dogs. Maybe I 
should say instead of /he ir,” the lit
tle  innocent animals were taking 
their m orning w alk and we ju s t kid
napped them. Anyway one is black 
nam ed Furlough, the other is brown 
and w hite w ith a very excellent 
brown nose. As a resu lt his nam e is 
Brown Nose. We did have a  ca t 
also nam ed Three Day Pass bu t be
ing of the more reserved type and 
not caring for so much company, the 
little th ing  disappeared, much to our 
dislike, in th in  air.

“Furlough and Brown Nose keep 
our m orale blooming. They’ve been 
w ith  us nearly  th ree m onths now and 
share all our blues, homesickness and 
headaches. Both their shoulders are i 
broad and apparen tly  they under
stand  all our troubles. In  addition 
to  all tha t, they are our bodyguards. 
I t  seems as if they knew every sol
dier in the organization, for if a  
“fea ther m erchant’ comes by, they 
begin to storm  righ t now. (A fea th 
er m erchant is a civilian employe a t  
an A rm y cam p). Only a few days 
ago a ‘feather m erchant’ w as passing 
by w ith Furlough and Brown Nose 
following him  and raising holy ned.

“Upon preparing to  move to th is 
base from  Reno, Nevada, we began j 
to wonder how we would take our 
stand-bys. No one seemed to know, 
bu t a t  the la s t m inute, Brown Nose 
was discovered under the coat of a 
soldier and boarding the plane for 
the trip. Furlough was a little  less 
fo rtunate  for a  ride, for he found 
him self riding over the m ountains in 
a jeep. W hat a ride for two little 
dogs!

“Now our big worry, dear editor, 
is ju s t how we can tak e  them  over
seas. Radios have been dism antled 
and the p a rts  carried across by m any 
different individuals. You know such 
things are not perm itted  to go. Fm  
afraid  though the dism antling of two 
little  dogs cannot be considered. 
Probably our only solution is to lease 
them  to some other organization for 
the ir enjoym ent until our re tu rn .

| “Now you see, dear editor, soldiers 
; can have pets. They are a g rea t 

help too. Don’t  you th ink  so ? ”
* # * * * *



Sergeant Lowell W illard Brown, j 
aviation m achinist’s m ate, U nited ; 
S tates M arine Qprps, has returned to  j 
Cherry Point, N orth  Carolina, a fte r  I 
a  ten  day furlough. He spent the j 

\ g rea te r p a r t  of his leave w ith his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Brown I 
of near Newton.

He is now doing mechanical work j 
on planes while w aiting  on fligh t j 
training. He is a g raduate  of the j 
Aviation Mechanics school a t  Ja c k 
sonville, Florida.

W illard appreciated and enjoyed 
his friends and relatives calling to see 
him, and the dinners they gave for 
him. All of his brothers and sisters 
m anaged to be home w ith  him. Ser
geant Brown, his m other and Mrs. 
Max McClane le ft F riday  m orning for 
K nightstown, Indiana, where they 
stayed F riday  afternoon and night 
and visited his two brothers, H enry 
and Jack  Brown, who live there.

S atu rday  m orning W illard took a I 
N avy tran sp o rt from  S tout field, i 
Indianapolis, to W ashington, D. C. 
and  took a tra in  from  there to his 
base in N orth  Carolina.

His address is Sergeant Lowell W .; 
Brown, A. E. S. squadron 46, M. C .; 
A. S., Cherry Point, N orth Caroline. | 

* * * * * *



Victor M. E verett w rites his m oth
er, Mrs. Jesse O. Snell of Rose Hill 
vicinity, from Courtland Arm y A ir 
field, Courtland, A labama: “I am
down a t the flight line. I have to 
fly  tonight and will probably be 
th rough  around 4:00 o’clock in the 
morning. We have seven and one- 
half hours afte r we finish before we 
have to meet any form ation. The 
planes here are up in the a ir almost 
tw enty-four hours a  day. Someone is 
flying every night. I  th ink I  will fly 
every other night.

“I  w ent on a cross county trip  
this afternoon. I flew for three hours 
and ten  m inutes w ithout getting 
out of the plane, and was re a lly f 
tired  when I  arrived back here. I  
guess I  w as lucky in getting  back 
here. Sometimes some students don’t 
m ake it  back to this field and have 
to  land in some farm er’s meadow.

“There were three legs to the trip. 
I  w en t to three other fields, approxi
m ately  320 miles. I  didn’t  find one 
of these a t the correct time. I  go

to school three hours a day, and 
have finished all of the subjects ex
cept meteorology or the study of the 
w eather.” . / /

^  *  % *  *  f  (j
P rivate Joseph Gregoire w rites 

from India, where he is in a Q uarter
m aster Truck regim ent: “Only a few
lines to  let you know th a t we, Dan 
Diel and Bob Ailen, arrived safe in 
India some tim e ago.

“All of us are feeling swell and 
here’s hoping all of our good old J a s 
per county friends are the same.

“As this is the monsoon season, 
there is plenty of rain  about every 
day. The sun is really hot although 
I guess it is cool compared to w hat 
it will get la ter on.

“Many things here seem funny to 
us, but I believe the fac t th a t the 
Indians carry  things on their heads 
is one of the quaintest. I guess 
everyone has heard about the sacred 
cows of India, anyw ay it  is sure the 
tru th  except in some places.

“I don’t  have much tim e now so I  
guess this will have to be all until 
later. I ’ll close saying th a t I  hope 
to hear from  all of my friends back 
home.”

* * * * * *
P rivate Ed Faltem ier of Sainte 

Marie w rites the Press under date of 
October 22: “I ’m tak ing  this oppor
tun ity  to thank  you for the paper 

; which I ’m receiving very regularly, 
i I t ’s about the best morale builder 
; th a t any soldier can get.

“I  see by the Press th a t the fel
lows from  Jasper county are in all 
p a rts  of the world. I  am  in the 
H aw aiian islands, which a t  the pres
ent tim e is fa r  from  being the p a ra 
dise which the pictures show i t  to be. 
I  m et R ichard Hunzinger, who is 
also from  Sainte Marie. He is as
signed to  an ordnance group, which 
has been a very in teresting  job for 
Dick and makes tim e fly by.

“I am  an airplane mechanic, which
is a very interesting job. A fter a
lot of Arm y schooling, I am  finally
putting  my knowledge to a much
needed benefit.”

*  *  *  *  *  •



Corporal Virgil Bliss is here on a 
furlough w ith his m other, Mrs. Cecil 
Jones of Newton, who is critically 

! ill, and his wife and baby. He has 
! been on an island in the A leutians 
with the A laskan Defense Command 
for more than  a year, but expects to 
be sen t to school in the United 
States.

i He says the w eather in the Aleu
tians is all th a t is said about it. I t  
has never been zero since he was 
there, bu t there* is constant fog. The 
plane he came on had to take  off in 
an im penetrable fog.

His island has been very peaceful, 
w ith no Jap  a ir raids, and he says 
the morale of the boys is high, a l
though some of them  have been there 
for three years w ithout a furlough.

* * * # * *
Sergeant Ralph R. W hite of Rose 

Hill vicinity has arrived a t  the j 
Greensboro, N orth  Carolina, Basic 
Training Center of the A rm y Air j 

I Forces E astern  Technical Training 
Command, where he will undergo a 

1 course in physical conditioning and | 
instruction in m ilitary  fundam entals. !<

Before entering  the A rm y last 
M arch he w as teacher of the Wilson 
school in Jasper county and had a t 
tended the E astern  Illinois S ta te  

j Teachers college a t  Charleston.
(9 * * * /  /h(?

LaDonne Mitchell, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. G. F ra n k  Mitchell of near New
ton, has been prom oted to seam an 
first class, United S tates Navy. He 
is stationed a t W ashington, D. C.

Voris L. Henderson, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Bland Henderson of Grove 
township, has been prom oted to gun
ner’s m ate th ird  class, U nited S tates 
Navy, a f te r  completion of a  train ing  
course a t  G reat Lakes N aval T ra in 
ing S tation  and is aw aiting  orders 
to be sen t to sea for duty.

* * * * * *
P riva te  Jyles H. Bales w rites from  

j F o rt Sill, Oklahoma, th a t he is be
ing transferred  to Camp Carson, Colo
rado, where he will be in a Q uarte r
m aster P ack  Company. “I ’ve been 
in Oklahom a for three m onths. I ’ve 

j taken  a course in horseshoeing, and 
am  leaving today to  join m y old 
troop a t  Camp Carson, Colorado.

“My address will be P riva te  F irs t 
Class Jyles H. Bales, 252nd Q uarte r
m aster P ack  Company, APO 360, 
Camp Carson, Colorado.”

*  *  *  *  *  sp

, Corporal A rth u r Lobmier, who w as 
severely injured in the A m erican a t 
tack  on A ttu  island in the A leutians, 
and who has been in an A rm y hos
pital a t  W alla W alla, W ashington, 
recently, is expected home in a  short 
time. He received a back in jury  
when a shell or bomb explosion over
turned the jeep in which he and sev
eral others were riding. He is much 
be tte r now.

* « * * * «
Mrs. Robert Rugh of Clarion, P enn

sylvania, is spending a couple of 
m onths w ith her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles G. B atm an of Newton, 
while her husband is undergoing 
special train ing  in the Navy. Lieu
tenan t (junior grade) Rugh was 
m anager of the Clarion p lan t of the 

(Continued on Page Five)
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Owens-Illinois Glass Company and 
has entered the Navy as an engineer 
office.

* * * * * *
Christopher M. Mineo, w ater ten

der, second class, United S tates Navy, 
has returned a fte r  a recent eight day 
furlough w ith  his m other, Mrs. M ar
th a  Mineo of Willow Hill vicinity. 
He has been decorated for p artic i
pation  in the battle  of Pearl H arbor 
and two cam paigns aga inst the Japs, 
having enlisted in the N avy prior to 
our en try  into the war.

* * * * * *
Paul Raef of K ankakee has re 

ceived a le tte r from  his brother, 
M aurice Raef, who is w ith the U nit
ed S tates A rm y in N orth  Africa, 
s ta tin g  th a t he has been prom oted 
from  corporal to sergeant. He added 
th a t he ‘ likes it  fine there and has 
been seeing a  lot of country. He ask 
ed th a t  all his friends be told hello. 

* * * * * *
Jam es and Don B rotzm an of S ter

ling Colorado, grand-sons of Mrs. A. 
P. K ittle of Newton, are both in the 
A rm y and Don is now in the South
w est Pacific. They are sons of Mrs. 
H arry  Brotzm an, the form er R uth 
K ittle, and have visited here several 
times.

* * * * * *
K enneth Jones has returned  to 

Camp Peary, W illiamsburg, Virginia, 
a fte r  a  v isit w ith  his wife and fam 
ily a t  Newton. He is in the Seabees 
and expects to be sent overseas in 
the near future.

P riva te  F irs t Class F o rrest F arley  
has been moved to F o rt Sheridan. He 
says he likes it  fine there. His ad 
dress is P riva te F irs t Class F o rrest 
Farley, 1662nd Service unit, B ar
racks 650, F o rt Sheridan, Illinois. 

* * * * * *
P rivate F irs t Class John F. Cum

mins has returned to camp a fte r  a 
short v isit w ith his m other, Mrs. 
Saidee Cummins. He is a t  Camp A sh
by, Virginia Beach, Virginia.

* * * * * *
W ayne Sowers, son of Mr. and 

Mrs. Lyman Sowers of Wheeler, has 
received an honorable discharge from  
the Army.
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