
With the 
Colors

Private Jam es C. P ing w rites his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Claude Ping, 
from  Camp Mackall, N orth  Carolina: 

“I have a surprise for you. I  m ade 
my fourth  jum p this morning. One 
more jum p and then I  am  qualified. 
You don’t  need to worry, because 
these ‘chutes are really  fool proof. 
You no sooner leave the door than  the 
’chute is open.

“I t  really gives you a jolt, and when 
" you look up you feel so much better. 

I t  is quite a sensation, really, mom. 
You are awfully nervous while w a it­
ing for the jump, but when you stand 
up, your feel as if you are still in the 
mock plane on B stage.

“Then you see the fellows go out 
of the door and fall out of sight and 
then you wonder why you ever joined 
the paratrobpers. Then you’re in the 
door, you jump and take a look a t  the 
ground. I t  looks so fa r down and you 
keep on wondering why you joined 
up.

“Then swish and your feet fly up 
into the a ir and your parachute opens. 
You d rift down and feel like you’d 
like to s tay  up there all day.

“Well, I ’ve gone and done i t  now. 
If  they tell me to get up on the b a r­
racks and jump, I  have to do so. I  
can give you the low down on the five 
jum ps now. The f irs t was made on a 
th irteen  mile an hour wind. I  made a 
three point landing th a t tim e and slid 
about fifty  feet, ju st as I  lit. When 
I  w ent out of the door the sta tic  line : 
w rapped around m y arm  and nearly  
pulled my shoulder out of place.

“T hat was the firs t lesson, I  learn­
ed. None of us were nervous, you j 
know. Pembrooke was behind me 
about eighteen yards aw ay and we ] 
w ent down telling each other how i 
wonderful i t  was, but when we h it— !x < 

“Tuesday we were ra th e r nervous. . 
I  got out of the door ju s t fine and 1 
lit in a ditch ju s tAas if I ’d jumped off i 
a  chair or table. W ednesday was the < 
day, though. Everyone was nervous 1 
and the plane was like a tomb. i 

“I h it hard  again, because I  made 
a body turn, fifty  feet from  the ] 
ground, and did not have tim e to  get i 
my feet together again. I  had a bad . 
tim e w alking aw ay from  th a t one. ] 
My righ t foot was numb.

“Thursday, I  w asn’t  nervous a t  all; ] 
lit th a t tim e righ t in the middle of a 
road and came out o. k.
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“Today, we jumped over on A la­
bam a area, a t 800 feet instead of the 
usual 1,200 feet. I t  only took about 
f ifty  seconds to h it the ground. The 
grass was three or four feet high and 
it  was sprinkling rain. We couldn't 
see the ground very plain and we were 
all plenty scared.

“I  h it the ground o. k., turned over 
on my back, unbuckled my reserve 
'chute, took off my harness and laid 
there w atching the other fellows com­
ing down. Three planes came in a 
V-formation w ith wing tips tw enty 
feet apart. Thirty-six fellows came 
out of the three planes and all were 
out in about seven seconds. T hat is 
sure fast.

“I  lay there and had a  hard  tim e 
telling myself I w as a t last a full 
fledged paratrooper. Well I ’ve w ork­
ed like a dog for it, for five months. 
They say a parachute jum p is equal 
to eight hours w ork and I  believe it 
is. We get up a t  5:30 and go down 
to the hangars and g e t our 'chutes. 
We sit and sw eat 'till our tim e comes 
to go up, usually w aiting until about 
10:00 a. m. Go up, m ake our jumps, 
roll up our 'chutes, take a  truck  back 
to the hangars, shake out our 'chutes, 
pu t them  in our bins, and re tu rn  to  the 
barracks.

“D on't do much in the afternoon, 
maybe a few classes. Then a t  6:30 
we s ta r t  packing 'chutes and we are 
th rough for the day about 10:30. We 
g e t our wings tomorrow and about 
2:00 p. m. take a  tra in  back to Camp 
M ackall.

His address is P rivate Jam es C. 
Ping, B a tte ry  C, 460 P arachute Field 
A rtillery  battalion, Seventeenth A ir­
borne division, Camp Mackall, N orth 
Carolina.

L ieutenant (j. g.) G. Scott Cum­
mins, a  son of Mr. and Mrs. Em ery 
Cummins of Willow Hill, w rites Ray 
Everly of Newton:

“This m onth I  completed fifteen 
years’ service in the United S tates 
Navy. I  thought you and some of 
your prospective recru its m ay be in­
terested  in some of the places I've 
been and the ships I ’ve served in.

“I  enlisted as an  apprentice seamon 
and received my ‘boot’ tra in ing  a t  the 
Naval T raining Station, G reat Lakes, 
Illinois. Upon completion of my 

; ‘boot’ train ing  I was assigned to the 
U. S. S. Tennessee, where I  served 
for three years, receiving an honorable 
discharge in 1931. I  im m ediately re-



enlisted and was transferred , a t  my 
own request, to the A siatic Station.

“I served on the U. S. S. Houston, 
U S. S. Canopus, U. S. S. S-40 and 
S-41. While serving aboard the 
Houston I was aw arded the Yangtze j 
Service Medal for landing force duty 
during the battle  of Woosung.

“While on the U. S. S. Canopus I 
requested subm arine duty  and was 
assigned to the U. S. S. S-40. I  serv­
ed aboard the U. S. S. S-40 for th ree 
years, retu rn ing  to the United S tates 
in the fall of 1935. Upon m y re tu rn  
to the S tates I  received my second 
honorable discharge, re-enlisting im ­
m ediately and transferring  to the U. 
S. S. Lexington for duty.

“Volunteers were called for duty 
on the Asiatic S tation and I  volun­
teered. I arrived in China in March, 
1936, and was assigned to the U. S. 
S. Canopus, hoping to ge t back on 
submarines again, bu t was not suc­
cessful, all of these boats having full 
crews, so I  w ent to  N orth China to 
the U. S. S. S. John D. Ford, a  de­
stroyer, where I  served for th ree and 
one-half years, again re tu rn ing  to  the 
S tates in the fall of 1939.

“I was again  discharged from  the 
Naval service w ith  an honorable dis­
charge and re-enlisted immediately. 
Upon re-enlistm ent I was assigned to 
the U. S. S. California for duty. S hort­
ly a fte r this I  requested new con­
struction  and was sent to  the P h ila­
delphia N avy Yard, where the U. S. 
S. Buck, one of our new destroyers, 
was being built. This ship I  helped 
place in commission in May, 1940.

“I  served oh the U. S. S. Buck until 
April, 1941, a t  which tim e I  was ad ­
vanced to the ran k  of m achinist. 
Since no m achinists are carried on de­
stroyers I  was ordered aboard the 
light cruiser, the U. S. S. Raleigh, for 
duty. I served on the Raleigh for 
about two years. I  was aboard her 
during the a ttac k  on P earl H arbor 
and afterw ards, when she w ent look­
ing for revenge.

“I left the Raleigh in F ebruary  of 
this year and was ordered to the A m ­
phibious Forces, where I  am  stationed 
a t the present time.

“Since my enlistm ent I  have trav e l­
led to m any foreign countries, as well 
as seeing a large portion of the good 
old U. S. A. I  have been to China, 
Japan, all through the D utch E as t 
Indies, the Philippines, Hawaii, and 
several th a t I  can’t  nam e here. You 
can tell all the boys th a t if they w ant 
to travel, the N avy’s the place to dp 
it  and in grand style, too.

“I have received the following cam ­
paign bars: Y angtze Service, China
Service, A siatic Pacific, American, 
American Defense, Good Conduct 
Medal, and E xpert Riflem an Medal.

“I have been advanced from  ap­
prentice seam an up through the ranks 
to my present rank  of lieutenant 
(jg). N ot bad for a farm  boy, is i t ? ” 

* * * * * *



His “num ber is not up” in this war, 
believes P riva te F irs t Class W alter 
R. Roemer, now of Chanute field, Ran- 
toul, who suffered two narrow  escapes 
from death  when Hong Kong fell to 
the Japs in December, 1941.

Employed by the Am erican Express 
Agency in Hong Kong, P riva te Roem­
er had close calls when a bomb scored 
a direct h it on an adjacent hotel room 
and when a shell fragm ent entered 
his office, passed over his desk and 
lodged in a  pillar behind his chair, 
which he w asn’t  occupying a t  the 
time.

A recent g raduate of this technical 
school of the A rm y A ir Forces T ra in ­
ing Command a t  Chanute field, P ri­
vate Roemer returned to the United 
S tates aboard the exchange ship, 
Gripsholm, in A ugust, 1942, a f te r  be­
ing held by the Japs for six months. 

* * * * * *
P rivate Harold Eubank w rites the 

P ress from  Camp Van Dorn, Missis­
sippi: “I w an t to give the people of
the home fron t one little hint. P lease 
don’t  forget to w rite the boys in the 
armed services, because I  know they 
will be glad to hear from  you. If  the 
people of the home fron t keep the 
le tte rs  coming, the boys will know 
they are fighting  for something.

“A lot of boys go ‘over the hill’ or 
A. W. O. L. on the account of not 
getting  le tters. In  all the fron ts 
every man, wom an and child is doing 
his best, and are going on to victory.”

His address is P riva te  H arold E u ­
bank, Company H, 253rd Infan try ,

163rd division, APO 410, Camp Van 
Dorn, Mississippi.

* * * * * *
Corporal George W Phillips of New­

ton, w rites the Press from  England: 
“Ju s t a line to le t the home folks 
know th a t I am  still am ong the living. 
We are in England now and this coun­
try  is like heaven compared to Ice­
land, where we were stationed.

“We are all having a swell time. 
I was in London on a forty-eight hour 
pass la s t week and I  hope to be able 
to go back before long.

“I really enjoy getting  the Press 
for I can keep up w ith all of the news 
from home. Hope to hear from  all 
the folks some tim e soon.”

Donald D. F ithian, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Cecil D. F ithian, and George 
W arren W arfel, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W alter W arfel, have applied for en-



listm ent in the U. S. Navy and plan 
to take the course in “Armed Forces 
In stitu te ,” which perm its 17 year old 
enlistm ents to finish their high school 
work, and. also he in the Navy. These 
two lads are the firs t to go through 
the local Recruiting S tation under this 
new schooling plan, R ay E. Everly, 
recruiter, said, Monday.

* * ❖  * * *
Jam es A. Reis, m achinist’s m ate sec­

ond class, United S tates Coast Guard, 
San Francisco, California, is home on 
a fourteen day leave. He came by 
plane on TVA to St. Louis, Friday, 
and will retu rn  October 13 on the 
same airline.

A fam ily dinner was given in his 
honor a t the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Louis Reis and family, Sunday. Those 
present were: Jam es Reis; his m oth­
er, Mrs. Rosa Reis; Julius Reis; Mr. 
and Mrs. Nicholas Reis; Mrs. Frances 
Yost; Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Reis, and 
daughters Carol Rose and Glenda 
Jean; Mr. and Mrs. John Schm itt and 
children Henry, Joe, and F rank  of 
Law renceville; and Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
Reis and children P a tsy  Ann, Norton 
and K aren Sue.

* * * * * *
Boice Byron “B arney” McCormack 

is spending a  w eek’s furlough w ith 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Mc­
Cormack of Newton. They attended 
his graduation, F riday, from  a  N aval 
T raining school a t  N avy pier, Chi­
cago, where he received a ra tin g  as a 
firem an firs t class. There were 800 
bluejackets graduated  a t  the sam e 
tim e w ith im pressive and beautiful 
ceremonies. Barney will repo rt for 
duty  a t  San Diego, California, Oc­
tober 14.

* * * * * *
Sergeant Louis E. M ascher of New­

ton is now located a t  Oran, F rench 
Morocco, according to a  le tte r  to his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. L. D. M ascher 
of Newton. He is a  radio operator 
instructor and w as sent overseas w ith 
his entire group a couple of m onths 
ago. He says he m ay be transferred  
to the fe rry  command.

* * * * * *
Gordon M artin, an aviation cadet, 

has ju s t finished his pre-meteorology 
course a t  Cambridge, M assachusetts, 
and been spending a short furlough 
w ith his parents, Mr. and Mrs. B ert 
M artin of Yale vicinity. He returned 
to the M assachusetts In stitu te  of 
Technology, W ednesday.

P riva te  F irs t Class E dgar Andrews 
has been moved from  Louisiana to 
Texas. His address is E dgar E. A n­
drews, Company C, 22nd Tank b a t­
talion, A. P. O. 261, Camp Barkley, 
Texas.

T hey are sons of Mr. and Mrs. C har­
les Andrews of Newton.

* * * * * *
John Howard Ross, who has been in 

Iran  for several m onths, w rote his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Oscar A. Ross 
of Newton, th a t he m et Bobby L. Bow­
er of Newton a few days ago. The 
la tte r  w ith John F lanagan of th is city 
are in Iran, stationed only a short 
distance aw ay from  John Howard. 

* * * * * *



} Dale W akefield, m achinist’s m ate 
■ second class, U nited S tates Navy, is 
I spending a few days a t Newton w ith 

his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Leonard 
Wakefield. He is being transferred  
from  Chicago to Vero Beach, Florida, 
where he will be stationed a t  a N aval 
A ir Station.

Don W ard of Newton is now a t  
M urray college, M urray, Kentucky, 
where he is receiving train ing  under 
the N avy’s V-12 program . I t  was 
only a  few days less than  nine m onths 
from  the tim e he was accepted until 
he was called for training.

* * * * * *
P rivate F irs t  Class Ky W. An- j 

drews has been moved since he w as j 
home on a  furlough to Georgia. He I 
w ants his friends to w rite. His ad­
dress is Ky W. Andrews, Company A, 
653rd Tank D estroyer battalion, F o rt 
Benning, Georgia.

* * * * * *
Corporal O scar S tru tner, a  son of : 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph S tru tner o f , 
Sainte Marie, w rites th a t  he is well 
and feeling fine. He w as in Sicily 
and was recently prom oted from  pro- 
vate f irs t class. He has never m et 
anyone he knew.

* * * * * *
P riva te  F irs t Class Harold W. 1 

French of Yukon Territory, Canada, 
has returned to camp, a fte r spending 
two weeks w ith his m other, Mrs.

I M ary French, and other relatives. He 
is on a tru ck  division on the A lcan  
highway.

* * * * * *
P riva te  John A. H ardw ick is v isit­

ing his wife a t  Willow Hill and his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. John H. H ard ­
wick of Oblong, on a short furlough. 
He has been stationed a t  Indiantown 
Gap, Pennsylvania.

* * * * * *
P riva te  F irs t Class K enneth Wilson 

of F o rt Lewis, W ashington and his 
sister, Mrs. Pearl Daus of Elgin, are 
spending a few days w ith  the ir p a r­
ents Mr. and Mrs. C. A. W ilson in 
Southeast Newton.

* * * * * *

P riva te  R ay W eber is spending a 
few days’ furlough w ith his parents,



Mr. and Mrs. P au l Weber. He is in 1 
the A rm y’s Special T raining program  ! 
a t  Lansing, Michigan.

* * * * * *
Dr. F. Lorraine Barthelm e, who has 

been a captain  in the United S tates 
A rm y Medical Corps for a  year or 
more, will be discharged tom orrow  
and will re tu rn  to his home in E ffing­
ham. He w as born and raised a t  
Newton, and is a nephew of Edw ard 
and Miss Clementine F aller of this 
city.

* * * * * *
P rivate H enry Burcham  is home, 

a fte r having been given an honorable 
discharge from  the Army, a fte r two 
years of service. He is suffering from 
asthm a.

* * * * * *
Ivan Phillips is here on a furlough 

visiting his m other, Mrs. A lbert 
Phillips of Newton.
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