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The following- poem was sent the 

P ress by Sergeant Jam es C. Jourdan, 
who is somewhere in Iran  (Persia) 
w ith the United S tates Arm y Ord
nance Motor T ransport Service, via 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Josiah 
Jourdan of Newton:
The Story of the Ordnance Man 
You tell me I ’m so fa r behind the lines, 
T hat I ’m really a lucky guy 
T hat I ’m missing all the action,
T hat the w ar has passed me by.
Yes, you’re right, I haven’t  seen war. 
I saw  a boy blown to bits in his truck, 
Loaded w ith powder and shell,
He missed a tu rn  in the mountains, 
On the road called ‘The road to hell.” ! 
B ut you’re right, I haven’t  seen war.
I  saw  m y best friend go m ad w ith 

the heat,
So insane he’d be better off dead,
And I thought of the photo there by 

his bunk,
Of the girl he was planning to wed. 
B ut you’re rig h t I haven’t  seen war.
I  saw young men w racked w ith fever, 
Slowly dying on hospital cots,
B ut they hadn’t  a gun in their hands, 

so
Theirs w asn’t  a  true  case of “gu ts.” 
So you’re righ t, I haven’t  seen war.
I  saw a  m ere lad lose his hand in the 

shop;
H e’ll never w rite “dear mom” again, 
Y et he grinned as the doctor was 

working,
And he smiled as he gave me his pen. 
Sure you’re right! I haven’t  seen war! 

I ’ve seen hell.
* * * v * *



The following poem, “A  M arine to 
H is M other,” was sent by S taff Ser
gean t Eugene A. Forem an to  his 
m other, Mrs. Cecil Forem an of A r
thur, form erly of near Wakefield. He 
is a grand-son of Mr. and Mrs. O. D. 
Woods of Shamrock.
Hello Mom:
I t  is a brigh t Sunday morning here, 
And the sun holds a glim mer of cheer, 
As I  spend the tim e w ith a thought or 

two,
And a p rayer and a promise, too,
Of years to  come. I t  seems so long, 
Since th a t sad heart breaking day 
W hen we said good bye,
And you brushed a  te a r away.
B ut you were brave and through your 

grief
You knew, th a t I  (in your belief), 
W ould r ig h t a wrong. I  know 
T hat you would not have me stay  

behind,
W hile others w ent away to fight,
And keep up their symbol of free men 

in the air:
The red, the white and the blue,
B ut still I  miss the fam iliar th ings 

around you,
The’brightness th a t surrounds you, as 

in your m erry  way,
You m ake a ligh t in every day, 
W ith happiness.
So we m ust wait,
You know this can’t  go on,
Although the years be long.
How sweet will seem the 
V ictory to folks like you and me, 
W ho hold no hate.
I  know you’re brave and so, I ’ll try  

to be.
As battles I figh t across the sea;
I ’ll always love you, m other dear,
You gave me ht>pe and streng th  sin

cere on every wave.
--------------------JR. * *_* * ____



Seam an George Bevis of Newton is 
am ong Navy V-12 and civilian s tu 
dents enrolled a t  Indiana S tate  Teach
ers college, Terre H aute, for the cur
ren t Naval te rm  ending October 23. A 
short fall term  for civilians opened 
September 13 to run  concurrently 
w ith  the Navy term .

Seam an Bevis became a m em ber of 
the unit in Ju ly  when the program | 
opened nationally in selected colleges ! 
and universities, and upon completion j 
of his train ing  in college w ork there, * 
will be transferred  to an officer tra in 
ing program  in the N avy’s m idship
m an school.

Designed by the Navy to  give col
lege train ing  to its officer candidates, 
the program  places undergraduates 
in regu lar college classes while fresh 
men are required to enroll in a  num 
ber of specified subjects of the V-12 
curriculum. S tudents are allowed to 
follow their m ajor in te rest fields in 
the ir study.

In addition to regular class a tten d 
ance, the N avy m en have daily calis
thenics a t 6:15 a. m., specialized phy
sical tra in ing  periods daily, and m ili
ta ry  drill a t the evening m uster. 
They participa te in regu lar campus 
activities as long as the ir scholastic 
records are satisfactory .

* * * * * *
Sergeant A lbert W. Wells Jr. w rites 

his parents, Mr. and Mrs. A lbert 
Wells of near Newton, from  Camp 
Barkley, Texas, where he has been 
transferred  from  Camp Polk, Louisi
ana: “As you know, I am  now at 

J^am p B arkley, Texas. I  think I  am

going to like it  here very much. I t  
took us two days to m ake the trip  
from  Camp Polk, Louisiana, but as 
you probably know troop tra in s move 
very slowly and take the long w ay 
around.

“I t  is only about 360 miles the short 
w ay but the w ay we came it was 650 
miles. The closest town is eight miles 
away, a town of 3,600; not bad, w ith 
a lot of good looking women. Of 
course, the women don’t  bother me, 
much ( ?). I don’t know how long we 
will be here, but I  th ink  about nine 
weeks. F rom  here your guess is as | 
good as mine.”

Plis address is Sergeant • A lbert 
Wells Jr., Company B, F orty-first 
Arm ored regim ent, APO 261, Camp 
Barkley, Texas.
____ ___  * * * * * * ___  ___



Gerald M. Huff, a son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ted H uff of Newton, has been 
promoted from  second lieutenant to 
f irs t lieutenant, United S tates M arine 
Corps. He w as commissioned in the 
field a t Guadalcanal during the heav
iest fighting  a year ago. He is still 
in the Solomon islands, so fa r  as 
Mr. and Mrs. H uff know.

They have three other sons in the 
arm ed services, Clifford Huff, rad io
m an second class, Theodore Huff, sea
m an firs t class, U nited S tates Navy, 
somewhere in the South Pacific, and 
Sergeant E arl Huff, Lowry field, Den
ver, Colorado, where he is a  cook.

L ieutenant H uff w as well when he 
wrote the le tte r  to Mr. and Mrs. Huff, 
the f irs t word they had received from  
him  in a  long time. The others were 
also well a t  la s t reports.

* * * * * *
Honored w ith the advanced ra ting  

of electrician’s m ate, th ird  class, Gor
don O. W arfel, 19, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Omer W arfel of Route Four, 
Newton, was graduated  recently  from  
the Naval T raining school, located on 
the campus of Iowa S ta te  college, 
Ames, Iowa.

The bluejacket’s proficiency in elec
trical w ork w as proved by a  series of 
“boot tra in ing” aptitude tests. His 

| completed course included laboratory  
i  work in the use, operation and m ain
tenance of electrical tools. The p rin 
ciples of electricity  and radio ele
m ents comprised the theoretical cur
riculum.

The newly graduated  bluejacket is 
w aiting his active duty assignm ent to  
a  fighting  ship or to a naval shore 
station.

* * * * * *



S taff Sergeant W illiam Jennings 
Jones of the Q uarterm aster Corps, 
now located “somewhere in the South
w est Pacific,” has recently  had the 
distinguished honor and pleasure of ( 
m eeting and shaking hands w ith Mrs. j 
F ranklin  D. Roosevelt. Mrs. Roose- j 
velt inspected the Q uarterm aster laun
dry, of which Sergeant Jones is sup
erintendent.

Bill has been in the Pacific area  
nearly  a  year now. He is a  form er 
teacher in Jasper county. His wife 
is the form er Iva McCrillis.

* * * * * *
K enneth L. Brooks, who has been 

out a t  sea on a sub-chaser for several 
days, is now back in San Pedro, Cali
fornia. His w rist, which w as broken 
while on duty  some tim e ago, w as not 
able to  stands the s tra in  of heavy 
work, so he w as returned  to the base. 
He is now going to school, until his 
w rist becomes stronger.

His address for the p resen t is K en
neth L. Brooks, firem an th ird  class, 
Roosevelt Base, N. O. B., B arracks 6, 
U. D., San Pedro, California.

* * * * * *
Sunday’s Chicago Tribune had an 

article by Robert Cromie, w ritten  
from  “Somewhere” in New Guinea, 
s ta tin g  th a t he had m et C aptain  K e n t ; 
Miller of Chicago, form erly of New
ton, who is in the Amphibian E ngi
neers. These men bring in supplied in 
small boats under the noses of the 
Japs.

K ent is a son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Roscoe Miller of Chicago and a 
nephew of Mrs. George W arren  of 
W est Liberty.

* * * * * *
Corporal W illiam W. Jones of Camp 

Polk, Louisiana, is spending a ten  day 
furlough w ith  his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. John E. Jones of Rose Hill vi
cinity.

Mr. and Mrs. Jones have two other 
sons in service, P riva te  John F. Jones, 
who is stationed a t  Midland, Texas, 
and S ergeant Oliver Leslie Jones, who 
is in the H aw aiian Islands. John has 
recently  been home, retu rn ing  to his 
camp Tuesday.

* * * * * *
Mr. and Mrs. Louis W eek and son 

and daughter-in-law , Mr. and Mrs. 
Carl R. W eek were in Newton over 
the week end. Carl, who is in the 
Navy, has ju s t g raduated  from  the 
R. T. School. He had a  sho rt furlough 
while changing schools to  Corpus 
Christi, Texas. Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
W eek are w orking a t  a defense p lan t 
in Illiopolis.

* * * * * *



Second L ieutenant and Mrs. M au
rice Russell were guests of his p a r
ents, Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Russell of 
Newton, Thursday. L ieutenant R us
sell is on a short leave from  Camp 
Mackall, N orth  Carolina, where he is 

j in the Seventeenth Glider In fan try .

He expects to be sent overseas in the 
near future.

* * * * * *
L ieutenant and Mrs. Harold G. 

Leffler were week end visitors of her 
parents, Dr. and Mrs. J. R. W attle- 
w orth of Newton, and his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Leffler of W est 
Liberty. Mrs. W. E. B arre tt, sister 
of Mrs. W attlew orth, was also a guest 
a t  the W attlew orth  home.

* * * * * *
Sergeant B ertrand  Richards, who 

has been ill and under the doctors care 
for the p ast six weeks, has been re 
leased from  A.S.T.P. a t Ann Arbor, 
Michigan and is now in the hospital 
a t Camp Grant, Illinois. I t  is likely 
he m ight receive a medical discharge 
from  the arm y soon.

* * * * * *
Sergeant Lee E. Dulgar, a  son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed D ulgar of Rose Hill 
vicinity, w rites his paren ts th a t he has . 
landed a t an  overseas base. He enter- j 
ed the A rm y last October and is serv- ■ 

i ing in a medical detachm ent of a  
! tank  battalion.

* * * * * *
Captain H arvey Jourdan Jr. of the 

Arm y Medical Corps of Eagle Pass, 
Texas, and F ath er Jerom e Jourdan  of 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri, are here 
visiting their parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
H arve Jourdan of near Newton., * * * * * *



Mrs. Leo La F ief of N ewton receiv
ed a telephone call, Sunday, from  
Miss Virginia G raham  of Newton, 
who is in the Waves. She will leave 
New York, Saturday, a f te r  completing
her boot train ing. ,

* * * * * *
Second L ieutenant Lucile Chaney, 

j Army Nurse Corps, has landed in , 
England, safely. She is a daugh ter 
of Mr. and Mrs. O. W. Chaney of 
Yale. They received a cablegram , 
Tuesday.

* * * * * *
Joe Cox, well known and popular 

salesm an for L. S. H eath  & Sons of 
Robinson, is now in tjae Army. He 
was to leave Camp G rant, Rockford, 
for an  unknown destination, Tuesday. 

* * * * * *
L ieutenant K ent Lewis, U nited 

S tates M arine Corps, form er ed ito r \ 
of the Robinson Daily News, is now 
in the South Pacific.

* * * * * *
P rivate Harold G. Cram er of F o r t  

Belvoir, Virginia, had a three day  j 
leave w ith his wife and son L a rry  1 
and other relatives of near Yale.

o


