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Private Bobby L. Bower w rites the 
Press from Iran, under date of Sep
tember 10:

“As I have w ritten  you before from  
India, I thought it  would be in te rest
ing to all of you th a t John F lanagan  
and I  are now in Persia  or Iran, as it  
is now known. F irs t I  Want to thank  
all of my friends for the le tte rs re 
ceived from  you. Although they were 
two months old, they sure m ean a  lot 
to a  fellow over here.

“I really had a field day yesterday 
on letters, receiving some fifty-five, 
mostly from  home, but also from  other 
friends.

“I t  is very w arm  here and was 145 
degrees Fahrenheit, I  judge, yester
day, so if you folks back home are 
suffering a t  90 degrees, th a t is cool. 
The natives here too are very  queer 
and are very d irty  and m ost of them; 
have body lice or some other disease, 
so you sure don’t  know how to ap 
preciate good old United S tates and 
especially good old Newton.

“There is a lo t of fru it in th is coun
try, m ostly dates and figs, and you 
could pick them  from the trees if you 
cared to. The money here reminds me 
of wallpaper and would decorate a  
house very nice. The lowest value 
is reils, which is about three cents in 
American money. The w ater to drink 
here is very w arm  so we soldiers buy 
jugs made from  clay, which cools the 
w ater a t  all tim es and helps very 
much. I  haven’t  received any Presses 
as yet, bu t am  sure looking forw ard 
to it  and when I  do the whole com
pany will w an t to read it. T hat is the 
w ay it  is. We get so hungry for some
th ing  to read.
! “I  th ink John Howard Ross is in 
th is nich of the world so he can sure 

'verify  w hat F lanagan and I  have said. 
The eats are very good here and we 
also have rationing on cigarettes, 
candy and gum.

“W here are some of the boys now? 
I  haven’t  heard for so long, I  have lost 
track  of them. How are those C ar
dinals coming ou t? I  know they will 
win the series. Well, I  ju s t heard the 
whistle blow for chow so th a t means 
some more good eats and I  sure can 
stand it  tonight.

“Hoping this le tte r finds all of you 
in the best of health  and all of you 
w rite when you have tim e.” 

* * * * * *



Corporal A rthur Lobmier, who is 
being trea ted  a t  the U nited S tates 
General hospital a t W alla Walla, 
W ashington, following serious injuries 
received in the American conquest of 
A ttu  island in the Aleutians, w rites 
Raymond Gaede, commander of J a s 
per post, Am erican Legion, of New
ton, of which he is a m em ber as a 
veteran  of the firs t W orld w ar, en
closing $3.00 dues:

“L ieutenant H. R. H enninger Jr., 
who lived near Love Ford, is a mess 
officer here. He ju s t gave me a  large 
roll of N ewton papers. I read the 
Presses. I  don’t  get around so well 
yet, bu t I  am  sta rtin g  in growling 
again and th a t’s a  good sign I will 
be b e tte r  soon.

“The men in this hospital are young. 
I t  is their f irs t tim e a t  strik ing  the 
enemy, but I find them  hard  to  bea t 
in telling wild stories. I  used to try  
to tell a  w ilder tale bu t now I  ju s t 
smile and le t them  blow like the 
whales do.

“I  would like to  see all the m embers 
of the post bu t maybe nex t year I  
will be w ith  you again. On m y rounds 
in the A leutians I  stepped across a 
stream  a t n igh t and som ething h it me 
on the leg. I noticed the fish were 
feeding up in the fresh  w ater, so I 
dropped in an old bag and came out 
w ith about tw enty  pounds the firs t 
grab .”

* * * * * *
Lead and copper “m ining” is cur

ren tly  under w ay a t  Chanute field 
branch of the A rm y A ir Forces Train-” 
ing Command. Scene of operations 
is the post pistol range, where the pro- 

, teetive mound of d irt behind the ta r 
gets has been removed to a depth of 
four feet and the m etal is being 
screened out.

L ieutenant William G. Baldwin of 
Houston, Texas, director of the school 
of small arm s firing, estim ates used 
bullets will yield fifteen tons of lead 
and copper for salvage. Soldiers will 
screen the d irt before completing the 
salvage. L ieutenant Baldwin claims 
thirty-five to fo rty  pounds of d irt 
yields tw enty to twenty-five pounds of 
lead.

The salvaged m etal is no indication 
of the soldier’s m arksm anship. 
W hether the bullets h it the ta rg e t or 
miss, they lodge in the mound which 
has served as a protection since the 
new range opened several m onths ago.

* * * * *
Private Dayrel S tortzum  of New

to n  w rites from  Camp Claiborne,



' i. 1 ' • i
Louisiana: “Well, here L a m  in old
Louisiana now. I  was sgnt here from  
Wyoming: a :m onth ago. -1 sure wisb| 
I was back in  Illinois,,

“No. s ta te  is like the home state . 
Tell all the. young’ soldiers when they 
get in the A rm y they see lots of coun
try but not a  bad life, though they  j 
sure aim  to m ake a m an out of you; I 
also let you learn  a trade.

“I s ta r t  to school in another week j 
; learning to be a diesel mechanic, Tell *
| all m y pals and friends to w rite to a .
; lonesome soldier. This is seventeen 
miles from  any town, so I  will look 

; for some fan  m ail.” f
His address is P riva te Dayrej 

Stortzum , 686th Engineers Equip-* 
m ent Company, E igh th  Provision 
Training regim ent, Camp Claiborne; | 
Louisiana.

* * * * * *
Sergeant Donald “Fuzzy” D ufrain 

w rites his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Amos’ 
D ufrain of Newton, th a t there were 
th ree thousand m otor vehicles and 
20,000 men in desert m aneuvers a  few 
days ago in the California desert. I t  
was blackout driving, he said, and 
they had to ge t there w ith  maps. 
When his un it returned  to  base, they  
found they had le ft one m an ^asleep 
a t  the la s t bivouac. He added th a t  
they had the tr ip  to m ake by m ap and 
compass and he didn’t  know how they  , 
made it.

* * * * * 3*
C aptain and Mrs. W alter R. Oneal | 

of Madison, Wisconsin, and Rev. and 
Mrs. J. I. Oneal of M arshall were 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. George W. j 
K asserm an of Newton, la s t week, j 
Mrs. K asserm an and C aptain  Oneal 
are children of Rev. and Mrs. Oneal. 
Rev. Mr. Oneal, who w as pasto r of the 
Central Church of C hrist of Newton 
a quarte r of a century ago, has been 
seriously ill for the p as t two years. 
This is the f irs t tim e he has been 
able to visit his daughter in th a t  time.
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P riva te  and Mrs. R ichard L. W or
cester Jr . retu rned  to  Chicago, Sun
day, a f te r  spending the p as t week 
w ith the ir parents, Mr. and Mrs. R. L. 
W orcester and Sheriff and Mrs. A l
b ert H. P ark er of Newton. Dickie is ! 
in the A rm y Special T rain ing un it a t ; 
the U niversity of Illinois Medical ■’ 
school a t  Chicago, tak in g  instruction  | 
in medicine.



Sergeant Clarence J. Ochs, son of 
Mrs. Charles Savoy of Sainte Marie, 
having dem onstrated, th rough fa ith 
ful and exact perform ance of duty, ef
ficiency th rough  capacity  to  produce 
desired results, and whose behavior 
has been such as to  deserve em ula
tion, has been aw arded the A rm y 
Good Conduct Medal.

* * * * * *
Corporal Howard Jourdan  is home, 

having been given a  discharge from  ; 
the Coast A rtillery, U nited S tates 
Army. He received punctured drum s 
in both ears recently  when a  shell in 
a heavy coast defense gun p rem ature- ! 
ly exploded in the gun barrel. E igh t j 
out of fifteen men in the gun crew ! 
were discharged because of injuries. ! 

* * * * * *
L ieutenant F red  B. Alcorn, son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Jam es G. Alcorn of 
Newton, has been transferred  from  
Colton, California, to the P o rt of E m 
barkation, Boston, M assachusetts. 
His wife, L ieutenant Minnie Alcorn, j 
A rm y N urse Corps, is stationed a t 
Charleston, South Carolina.

* * * * * *
P riva te  F irs t  Class J. E. Nichols j 

J r H who has been home on hospital 
leave from  F o rt Custer, Michigan, re 
turned Thursday. A fter a  tw enty- 
four hour check up there he le ft for 
Bradley field, Connecticut, where he 
will receive his basic training.

Ensign F loren t J. Schuch is now in 
California, receiving advanced fligh t 
train ing  in a N avy P atro l bomber. He 
graduated  from  the N aval A ir sta tion  
a t Pensacola, Florida, and was com
missioned an ensign and w as ordered 
to the Pacific coast.

P riva te Jam es Rubsam  returned  to 
Camp Crowder, Missouri, Sunday, a f
te r  spending a four days’ leave w ith 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. F ran k  Rub
sam  of Newton. He is attend ing  a 
Radio school there.
----------- :____ sis—* * * * *


