
F ifteenth  Arm y Air Force in Italy. 
—S taff Sergeant Gerald A. Fear, 24, 
whose grand-m other, Mrs. M ary C. 
F ear lives in Newton, recently joined 
a veteran  F ifteenth  Air Force B-24 
L iberator bomber group in I ta ly  as 
an  aerial gunner.

His veteran  bomber group, one of 
the oldest in the M editerranean 
theatre , initiated its  com bat oper
ations on A ugust 1, 1942, blasting the 
port of M ersa Metruh, Egypt, then 
used as a supply base for Rommel’s 
A frika Korps. I t  then moved ahead i 
w ith every m ajor Allied advance, p a r
tic ipating  in the Egyptian-Libyan, I 
Tunisian, Sicilian and Ita lian  cam 
paigns. I t  now takes p a r t in the de- j 
vas ta ting  a ttack s on H itle r’s Europe.

This group has won two Presiden
tia l citations for outstanding stra teg ic  j 
a ir  support rendered the B r itis h ' 
E igh th  arm y from  A ugust 1, 1942, 
until the Axis capitulation in N orth 
A frica and Sicily; and for partivi- 
pation in the historic low-level Lib
e ra to r bomber a ttac k  on the Ploesti 
oil fields on A ugust 1, 1943. Each 
m em ber of this outstanding bombing 
organization is authorized to w ear the 
Distinguished un it badge w ith one 
cluster. I t  is now commanded by 
L ieutenant Colonel S. E. Manzo of 
Long Island, New York.

S taff Sergeant F ear joined the AAF 
in October, 1940, and received special
ized tra in ing  in gunnery, arm am ent, 
and bom bsight m aintenance.

V  » * * * *
S taff Sergeant Charles Wooden, 

who is in England w ith a U n ite d , 
S tates A rm y A ir Force Bomber > 
squadron, w rites the P ress: “I ’ve
been following some of those large 
pum pkin tales in the Press. I  don’t 
doubt A. H. P a rk e r’s word bu t I ’d 
like to know where he go t a pumpkin 
big enough even for a guinea pig, 
and where he gdt the guinea pig.

“My fa th e r one tim e had a pum pkin 
seed in the drill boxes on his corn 
planter. They grew  so fa s t a  large 
blossom scared the team. They 
couldn’t run aw ay because the vines * 

j had w rapped around tne spoKes in_«
| wheels. A large bunch of bees s ta rted  
I to  get nectar from  the blossoms, but 
the pum pkin grew  so fa s t they  were 
caught inside. We worked th ree days 
th a t fall collecting the honey. N ot all 
the fa rm  land in Laws creek bottom  
is th a t good, though.”

* * * * *  9



Paul O. B aker recently  graduated  
as a pilot and received his wings a t 
the B lackland A rm y A ir Field a t 
Waco, Texas. He w as commissioned 
a second lieutenant. He spent a few 
days w ith his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
R. I. B aker and fam ily of Yale vi
cinity and is now a t  Barksdale field,

| Shreveport, Louisiana.
Paul is a Jasper county boy and en- 

i listed in October, 1942.
* * * * * *

P aul W atts  is home on a furlough 
a fte r  more than  two years overseas, 
visiting his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph W atts  of Newton. He is a 
sea-going soldier, having been a fire 
m an on an A rm y tran sp o rt out of an 
A ustralian  port.

Before entering  the Army, he was 
employed on an ore boat on Lake 
Superior and Lake Michigan.

* * * * * »
P riva te  F irs t Class and Mrs. Donald 

Max Rom ack of Newton are the p a r
ents of a son, born a t a Robinson hos
pital, Tuesday morning. He has been 
nam ed Carl Max. Mrs. Rom ack is 
th e form er R oberta LeMay. Mr. and 
Mrs. H al Rom ack and Mrs. Em m a 
LeMay of Newton are grand-parents. 
P ricate  Rom ack was slightly  wounded 
recently.

Mrs. Gladys W arren of W est Lib
erty  has received a le ter from  her 
nephew, Captain K ent Miller, who is 
in the Amphibious Corps of the Army, 
s ta tin g  th a t he w as in the landings 
on Leyte island. I t  w as his seventh 
amphibious landing in the Southw est 
Pacific.

He is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Roscoe 
Miller of Chicago, form erly of New- 
ton.



Jesse N. Jourdan, mail m an third j 
class, was a visitor w ith his wife and ; 
children a t Newton, this week. He 
returned to Chicago, Thursday and 
expects to be sent to the w est coast 
today and thence aboard ship. His 
ra ting  is one of the newly created 
ratings, replacing mail specialist. 

* * * * * *
Mrs. Donna Em ery Bailey has en

listed in the Women’s A rm y Corps 
and left W ednesday for F o rt Des 
Moines, Iowa, to receive her basic 
training. She will be a truck  driver 
in the Arm y Service Forces. She 
has been residing w ith her brother, 
P reston Emery, a t Chicago.

*
I Jam es Roberr Jones, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Otto W. Jones of Willow Hill, 
enlisted in the Navy, Tuesday m orn
ing, a t the local Navy R ecruiting Sta- 

| tion. He has a brother, Wendell, who 
is in the Philippine area on an A ir
cra ft carrier.

* * * * * *
Technical Sergeant and Mrs. Marion 

Burcham  Jr. left for Miami, Florida,
) Thursday, where he will report for 
reassignm ent. He served more than 
two years overseas in the Southwest 
Pacific area  and received the A ir 
Medal.

Mrs, Donald J. H utson has received 
word th a t her husband, Corporal H u t
son, has arrived safely overseas and 

I is somewhere in Italy . He is the I 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Kin Hutson of 
Hidalgo.

* * * * * *
Mr. and Mrs. John Scott of New

ton have ju st received word th a t their

|
| son, Donovan Dean Scott, has been
I promoted to seam an firs t class. He
is on an A ircraft carrier and has been
a t sea th irteen  months.

* * * * * *
Mrs. J. E. Nichols Jr. of Newton 

has heard from  her husband overseas, 
telling her he has been promoted to 
the rank  of technical sergeant. Ser
geant Nichols is a  diesel engineer wTith
the Arm y Air Corps.

* * * * * *


