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Corporal W illiam W. Jones w rites 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. John E. 
Jones of Falm outh vicinity, from  
France: “I haven’t  had much time to 
th ink of w riting  le tte rs lately; have 
been on the go alm ost day and night. 
I am  feeling fine but get ju s t a  little 
sleepy sometimes. I suppose you 
have heard where the N inety-fifth  di
vision is by now. We are in the Third 
arm y and in the battle  of Metz.

“I  hope th a t long before you re 
ceive this le tte r Metz will be in our 
hands. I can’t  tell you all th a t has 
been going on but it  has been some 
noisy p lace .. The towns around here 
are to rn  to pieces; not a building left 
standing. The only places le ft to 
live in are the cellars and m ost of 
these have w ater in them  when it 
rains. I don’t know w hat the people 
are going to do when they s ta r t  
moving back and fing  everything de
stroyed.

“We could get plenty of souvenirs ! 
if they w eren’t so hard  to  carry. ! 
There is alm ost anything you could 
th ink of lying around. The stores 
here have lots of things in them  and 
m ost of it is German. I t  isn’t  like 
the o ther p a rts  of F rance which had 
been in German hands th a t I have 
been in.’’

He enclosed a clipping from  S tars 
and Stripes: “W ith the U. S. Third
Arm y—The N inety-fifth ‘V ictory’ di
vision, released today as a un it of the 
Third arm y advancing in Lorraine, 
has piled up a record for heroics th a t 
rivals m any a veteran  division in E u 
rope.



“A lieutenant, leading a platoon in 
one of the division’s f irs t a ttacks, w as 
wounded and paralyzed from  the hips 
down. He asked a  couple of his men 
to hold him up while he led the un it 
on to its objective. Later, a t the aid 
station, he requested th a t all of the 
other wounded of the platoon be taken  
care of before the medics attended 
him.

' ‘One of the division’s f irs t patrols, 
led by a sculptor from  A laska and a 
policeman from  New York, took five 
hours to clean out a  com paratively 
large town. During the figh t the 
policeman, L ieutenant P a t H arring 
ton, became so exasperated a t the 
house to house figh t pu t up by the 
Germans, th a t he dashed out to a 
s tree t intersection and shouted for 
them  to ‘come out and figh t like 
men.’ The .sculptor, mild m annered 
L ieutenant Max Lewis, said, 'The bul
lets flew and H arring ton  shouted, bu t 
the Germans didn’t  come out, so we 
w ent in a f te r  them .’

"On another occasion, a  battalion  
com mander and a sergean t w ent a fte r 
a German machine gun. The sergeant 
w as killed. The lieutenant colonel

I
 kep t on afte r the gun and knocked 
it  out.

"The N inety-fifth, command by 
M ajor General H arry  L. Twaddle, 
form erly G-3 of the W ar D epartm ent, 
was activated a t Camp Swift, Texas,



in July, 1942.
« * * * « *

P rivate M arcell Hanson, who is now 
in the Philippines, sent to his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Hanson of near 
Newton, the following le tte r  given to 
him  by his com manding officer. There 
are several boys from  Jasper county 
in this same company.

Subject: O rganization of Positions, j
“To all personnel of th is A n tia ir

c ra ft A utom atic W eapons battalion: 
“Personnel of this battalion  have to 

date perform ed in a very efficient and 
commendable m anner. We were fo r
tunate enough to have tim e to proper
ly emplace and effectively fo rtify  all 
our weapons before any concepted j 
enemy attack . A fter th a t we were j 
fo rtunate to ge t a considerable num- j 
ber of enemy a irc ra ft operating w ith 
in our effective range.

“The coolness, intelligence and ef
ficiency of our gunners are a source 
of pride to  all m em bers of the b a t
talion. The record we have made here 
has not been, equalled by any un it in 
any engagem ent in the Pacific. This 
record could be made only w ith the 
proper care and use of our weapons 
and the intelligent application of the 
knowledge gained in training.

“Now th a t we are in positions 
which we will likely occupy for some 
tim e it is only rig h t th a t we should: 

“Complete em placem ents which will 
, offer m axim um  protection to men and 

equipment in action. »
j “Make such other im provem ents in 

arrangem ent as will add to  the con- 
| venience of the operators and the ef

ficiency of the unit, 
j “M aintain and rehabilita te  all m a

teriel so th a t it will be in shape to 
perform  in fu ture engagem ents.

“Organize bivouac areas and pro- 
j vide for the com fort of the men, sani

tation, cleanliness and orderly a r 
rangem ent, all of which contribute to 
the m orale and efficiency of any unit.
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“By m aintaining the same high j 

standards to have always m aintained 
we can show, for all to see, th a t the 
outstanding record we have made is 
m erely the norm al thing for an ou t
standing ou tfit and th a t the righ t way 
is the w ay we are in the habit of do
ing th ings.”

* * * * * *
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Corporal Don Emery, who is a cook 
for an Engineer Company in France, 
w rites the P ress: “I ’ve been over j
here alm ost two m onths now. A t 
tim es things are p re tty  rough and 
sometimes they’re easy. The firs t 
three weeks I was in France I slept 
in a pup tent, and the mud was 
ankle deep as it rained every day. 
A fter th a t we had a nice trip ; I moan 
by tha t, an in teresting  trip,

“I saw m any towns such as (cen
sored), Rheims and Paris. I  w as in 
P aris about four hours. In  fact, my 
friends and I ate  b reakfast of C ra- 1 
tions under the Eiffel tower. I t  was 
very interesting. A fter we arrived 
a t  our destination, we were p re tty  
well pleased, a fte r our pup tents. I t 
happened to be an unoccupied Ger
man garrison.

“My friends and I found m any sou
venirs th a t th e Germans had left, but 
no passes to a nearby town. T hat 
was w hat we all wanted. F inally  we 
got passes byt for a few hours only, 
and then we carried our riflles and 
arms. A t the present tim e another ; 
cook and I a re cooking for a platoon ! 
of men. We have it very nice where 
we are at.

“My room is steam  heated, w ith 
electric lights and i t ’s a very nice 
place to work. We also have shows. 
(Censored). Some of the la tes t film s 
are shown. I think all the guys go 
ju s t to see the Am erican nurses.

“I wish all m y friends in Jasper 
county a  M erry C hristm as and a 
Happy New Y ear.”



F ifteen th  Arm y Air Force in Italy . 
—S taff Sergeant John Schuch of 
northeast of Newton, w aist gunner on 
a B-24 Liberator, has arrived over
seas and is flying com bat missions in 
the M editerranean theatre  of oper
ations.

Sergeant Schuch is assigned to  a ! 
veteran L iberator group commanded 
by Colonel Jam es B. Knapp of San 
Antonio, Texas. The group has flown 
more than  150 com bat missions 
against enemy airc ra ft factories, oil 
refineries, ra il installations, and other 
stra teg ic  ta rg e ts  in Germany, A us
tria, H ungary, Rum ania, Czechoslo
vakia, and Italy .

Among the ta rg e ts  the group has 
helped destroy are the Regensburg 
and W iener N eustad t a irc ra ft fac to r
ies, the S tey r ball bearing works, the 
Ploesti oil fields, and the H erm ann 
Goering tan k  works.

G raduating  from  Newton Commun
ity  high school, Schuch was employed 
as a carpenter prior to entering  the 
A rm y on Septem ber 30, 1942. Ser
geant Schuch received his radio t r a in - ! 
ing a t Scott field, Belleville, and his 
gunner’s wings a t  Harlingen, Texas.

Two Jasper county men are receiv
ing their initial N aval indoctrination* 
a t  the United S ta tes N aval T raining 
Center, G reat Lakes. Their recru it 
train ing  consists of instruction  in 
seamanship, m ilitary  drill and general 
Naval procedure. D uring th is period 
a series of ap titude tests  will be ta k 
en by the recru its to determ ine w heth 
er they will be assigned to a  N aval 
Service school or to im m ediate duty  
a t  sea.

W hen the ir recru it train ing  is com
pleted, these men will receive a  period 
of leave. They are: Raymond L aw r
ence Yager, 18, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ray J. Y ager of Route Five, Newton, 
and Russell Leo Howard, 18, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Lester Howard 
of Rose HilL .



s *  * * * * * * /
Roy N. Hauk, who is stationed a t 

N orth F o rt Lewis, W ashington, 
w rites: “I t  has rained a lot th e la st
couple of m onths out here. I t  comes 
in light showers and as a slow steady 
rain. I t  will clear up several tim es 
during the day. You don’t  hear any 
thunder or see any lightning here. I 
am w ith a  m otor com pany and they 
have one of the la rgest m otor pools 
here a t N orth F o rt Lewis in the 
United S ta tes.”

*  *  *i «• <i-

E arl Jones of Newton has been pro
moted from  chief p e tty  officer to 
w arran t officer in the Coast Guard, 
and assigned to a ship on the South 
A tlantic patrol. He is expecting to be 
sent to W arran t Officer’s school for 
six weeks and then reassigned.

«  3F *  *  *  «

Sergeant R ay G riffith of Yale has 
! received an honorable discharge from 
the Arm y and has returned  home. He 
had about completed his train ing 
when he developed rheum atic fever, 
but has now largely recovered and is 
feeling p re tty  good.

Mrs. George Bickers has received 
1 a le tte r from  P riva te  Bickers, w ritten  
November 20. He w as in England, 
and said the country there was lovely, 
but th a t we were much fa r th e r  ad 
vanced than  they; th a t the ir trains 
looked like toys to him.

* * * * * *
Leland Fred Chaney of Newton is 

now aboard a  destroyer in the P a 
cific. He has recently  been in Panam a 
and along the coast of South America, 
bu t is naw  a t  P earl H arbor, headed 
for duty in the W estern Pacific.

m * * * * *
Corporal Quincy Allison of Newton 

i is now somewhere in England, his 
j wife has learned. He is a radio oper
a to r w ith a tan k  battalion. He was 
wTell and feeling fine.

........ ............... ........—P ______ ____________


